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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 

This  Guest  Editorial  is  written  by  Ann  Timmons  who  is  one  of  twelve  volunteers 
working  on  the  Fall  Festival  project  of  the  ASCL.  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Glenn  Timmons, 
a  Director  of  the  League  and  President  &  Chief  Executive  Officer  ofH.L.  Laws  Co. 
in  Brusly,  La. 
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Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  To  Be  Showcased 
at  the  Crafts  Festival" 


This  October  the  sugar  industry  will 
be  involved  in  something  special  in 
addition  to  harvesting  the  1989  crop. 
For  the  first  time  ever  the  Louisiana 
Sugar  Industry  is  title  sponsor  for  the 
14th  Annual  Fall  Crafts  Festival 
scheduled  for  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
October  21  and  22,  along  North 
Boulevard  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Produced  by  the  River  City  Festivals 
Association,  this  upscale  event  has 
appeal  for  everyone  in  the  family.  Over 
60  artists  and  craftsmen  from  around 
the  country  will  be  displaying  unique 
hand-crafted  pieces  for  browsers  and 
early  Christmas  shoppers  alike.  The 
festival    crowd    can    expect    delicious 


favorites  like  jambalaya,  seafood  gum- 
bo, fried  catfish,  beef  kabobs,  funnel 
cakes,  cotton  candy,  and  corn  dogs  plus 
a  variety  of  beverages.  The  Raising 
Cane  Stage  will  feature  local  jazz 
musicians  throughout  the  day;  a 
smaller,  more  intimate  stage  area  with 
cafe  tables  will  serve  up  folk  music  and 
rum  drinks  (made  from  sugar  of  course!). 

Treat  Street,  for  children  ages  four 
to  twelve,  is  a  safe  alternative  to  Hallo- 
ween trick-or-treating  for  a  $1.00  admis- 
sion charge.  On  the  grounds  of  the  Old 
State  Capitol,  costumed  candy-givers 
answer  doors  of  twelve  make-believe 

(Continued  on  page  5) 


NOTICE  OF 
1990  ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  League's  Annual  Meeting  is  scheduled  for  Wednesday, 
February  28,  1990  at  the  Civic  Center  in  Thibodaux,  LA. 

Please  mark  your  calendar  for  this  date.  Hereafter,  the 
Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  February 
each  year.  An  official  announcement  will  be  made  at  a  later  date. 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 


houses;  in  addition  youngsters  will  enjoy 
a  costume  contest,  musical  perfor- 
mances, storytelling,  puppet  shows,  face 
painting,  mask  making,  and  a  hands-on 
sugar  display. 

Sugar  Industry  volunteers  are  to 
man  three  other  booths  along  North 
Boulevard.  The  unique  Sugar  House 
booth,  designed  by  Gus  Blanchard  of 
Cajun  Sugar  Cooperative,  is  a  facsimile 
of  a  sugar  factory  both  inside  and  out. 
Expect  brisk  sales  in  the  gazebo  of 
"From  the  Sugar  Bowl"  cookbooks  and 
artistic  T-shirts  created  by  Julana 
Senette  of  Louisiana  Sugar  Promotion. 
A  sugar  information  booth  will  be 
located  directly  across  from  the  Old 
Governor's  Mansion,  site  of  the  Raising 
Cane  Stage. 

Enthusiasm  for  the  festival  sponsor- 
ship has  grown  quickly  since  14  sugar 
industry  representatives  met  with 
Baton  Rouge  mayor  Tom  Ed  McHugh 
and  the  River  City  Festivals  Associa- 
tion. Mayor  McHugh  expressed  his 
appreciation  for  the  involvement  of  the 
sugar  industry  in  the  Fall  Crafts 
Festival.  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
General  Manager  P.  J.  "Pete" 
deGravelles,  Jr.  added,  "Our  industry 
will  approach  a  one  billion  dollar  impact 
on  the  Louisiana  state  economy  with  the 
1989  crop.  Sugar  is  an  important  part 
of  the  history,  tradition  and  culture  of 
South  Louisiana.  We  want  people  out- 
side of  the  industry  to  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  us  and  learn  to  appreciate 
us  as  the  great  industry  that  we  are." 

At  a  September  8  news  conference 
announcing  the  industry's  sponsorship 
sugar  spokesman  Ramon  Billeaud 
stated,  "The  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  representing  growers  and  pro- 


cessors of  sugarcane  in  Louisiana,  is 
proud  to  sponsor  the  Fall  Crafts  Festival 
in  our  state  capitol.  Most  often,  it  is  our 
industry  which  provides  the  leaders  in 
business,  religious  and  cultural 
endeavors  in  these  parishes.  We  now 
welcome  the  opportunity  to  bring  an 
overview  of  all  that  is  good  about  our  in- 
dustry to  a  larger  audience.  En- 
thusiastically we  step  forward  to  spon- 
sor the  River  City  Festivals  Associa- 
tion's prestigious  fall  event. 

Louisiana  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  Bob  Odom  complimented 
the  sugar  industry  for  processing  its 
commodity  within  the  state  from  the 
raw  to  the  finished  product.  During  the 
news  conference  Baton  Rouge  mayor 
Tom  Ed  McHugh  again  welcomed  the 
Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  as  title  spon- 
sor for  the  14th  annual  Fall  Crafts 
Festival  during  the  month  of  October. 

Since  the  event  takes  place  during 
grinding,  volunteer  workers  are  main- 
ly sugar  wives  and  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  staff  members.  Volunteers 
are  needed  to  take  shifts  in  the  various 
sugar  booths.  Those  interested  in  help- 
ing either  Saturday  or  Sunday  please 
contact  co-chairpersons  Lynn  Simon  at 
318-828-4100  (work),  318-828-2173 
(home)  or  Cheryl  Gonsoulin  at 
318-365-1674. 

The  festival  area  is  west  of  1-110  in 
Baton  Rouge  and  runs  along  North 
Boulevard  toward  the  Mississippi  River. 
Festival  hours  are  from  10  a.m.  until  6 
p.m.  on  Saturday,  October  21,  and  from 
12  noon  until  6  p.m.  on  Sunday,  October 
22.  The  Fall  Crafts  Festival  is  free  and 
open  to  the  public;  pets,  coolers,  and 
picnic  baskets  are  prohibited  on  the 
festival  site. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


USDA  EXTENDS  SUGAR  QUOTA 
FOR  1989/90 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clayton 
Yeutter  announced  September  12  an  in- 
crease in  the  sugar  import  quota  and  an 
extension  of  the  quota  year  to 
September  30,  1990.  The  quota  is  in- 
creased by  just  over  860,000  metric  tons 
(about  950,000  short  tons)  from  1,125, 
255  metric  tons  to  1,986,950  metric  tons. 
The  quota  year  is  extended  by  9  months 
from  the  current  period  January  1, 1989 
through  December  31,  1989  to  the 
period  January  1,  1989,  through 
September  30,  1990.  Yeutter  said  that 
the  change  ''puts  quota  shipments  for 
the  new  21  month  quota  period  at  a 
somewhat  higher  level  on  a  12  month 
equivalent  basis  than  the  previously 
announced  quota." 

The  total  authorized  quota 
shipments  of  1,986,950  metric  tons  is 
equal  to  about  2,190,235  short  tons,  raw 
value.  Total  authorized  quota  shipments 
are  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  specialty 
sugar  quota  (1,815  metric  tons),  the 
minimum  quota  allocations,  the  quota 
adjustment  amount  (94,117  metric  tons), 
and  the  base  import  quota  (1,860,000 
metric  tons)  minus  certain  adjustments 
in  the  base  import  quota. 

Yeutter  emphasized  that  extention 
of  the  quota  through  September  1990 
was  not  done  in  response  to  the  June  rul- 
ing of  a  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs 
and  Trade  (GATT)  panel  report  that 
found  the  U.S.  sugar  policy  inconsistent 
with  international  trade  rules.  He  said, 
"we  are  continuing  to  look  at  the  options 
for  bringing  these  quotas  into  conform- 
ity with  the  GATT,  but  a  decision  on 
how  to  do  this  has  not  been  made.  In  the 
interim,  this  modification  of  the  import 
quota  and  the  quota  period  is  necessary 


to  correct  for  a  tightness  in  our  sugar 
market,  particularly  during  the  last 
quarter  of  this  calendar  year." 

Shipping  patterns  are  being  ad- 
justed to  assure  that  135,000  metric  tons 
(150,000  short  tons)  of  the  increase  in 
the  quota  are  allowed  to  enter  during 
the  October-December  1989  quarter. 
Yeutter  said  "we  will  continue  to 
monitor  on  a  day-to-day  basis  whether 
additional  modifications  in  the  quota 
are  necessary." 

U.S.  Trade  Representative  an- 
nounced the  new  country-by-country 
quota  allocations  which  include  a  reallo- 
cation of  Panama's  initial  quota  of 
30,537  metric  tons.  The  new  allocations 
(in  metric  tons,  raw  value)  are  as 
follows: 

Argentina 81,366 

Barbados 13,246 

Bolivia 15,138 

Canada 20,815 

Congo 12,500 

Dominican  Republic 333,035 

El  Salvador 55,248.7 

Gabon 12,500 

Guyana 22,707 

Honduras 36,401.8 

Cote  DTvoire 12,500 

Madagascar 12,500 

Mauritius 22,675 

Mozambique 24,599 

Papua  New  Guinea 12,500 

Peru 77,582 

St.  Kitts  and  Nevis 12,500 

Taiwan 22,707 

Trinidad-Tobago 13,246 

Zimbabwe 22,707 

Australia 157,056 

Belize 20,815 

Brazil ...274,375 

Columbia 45,414 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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1990  BUS  TRIP 

A  bus  trip  is  being  planned  for  sometime  in  February  or  March 
of  1990  to  Washington,  D.C.  A  similar  trip  was  sponsored  by  the 
League  in  1985.  With  discussions  being  held  next  year  on  the  Farm 
Bill,  a  trip  to  our  Nation's  capital  will  be  very  rewarding  as  well  as 
educational.  Additionally,  Washington,  D.C.  has  a  lot  to  offer  for 
the  tourist  with  the  many  monuments  and  museums.  This  trip  should 
once  again  prove  to  be  very  worthwhile.  In  1985  we  held  a  cocktail 
party  for  numerous  congressional  personnel  and  staff  people.  We 
are  again  planning  some  type  of  event  to  be  held,  perhaps 
something  with  a  little  more  "Cajun  flare". 

If  you  are  interested  in  making  the  trip  please  fill  out  the  form 
below  and  we  will  place  your  name  on  the  list.  We  will  take  par- 
ticipants on  a  first  come-first  serve  basis. 

The  costs,  dates,  arrangements,  etc.  will  be  made  shortly.  It 
is  important  for  you  to  get  your  name  in  early  if  you  want  us  to  hold 
a  seat  on  the  bus  for  you. 


YES  I  AM  INTERESTED  IN  THE  1990  BUS  TRIP  TO 
WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 


PLEASE  RETURN  TO: 


AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 
1990  BUS  TRIP 
P.O.  BOX  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70302 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

HARVEST  FOR  GOOD  CANE  QUALITY  -  VARIETIES  ON 
THE  SECONDARY  STATIONS 


Now  that  another  year's  harvest 
season  is  upon  us,  growers  must  now 
focus  their  attention  on  their  harvesting 
and  loading  operation  to  insure  that 
they  are  delivering  the  highest  quality 
cane  possible.  High  quality  results  from 
the  core  lab  should  result  in  the  highest 
payment  for  the  crop  of  cane. 

In  most  years,  considerably  more 
sugar  is  produced  in  the  field  than  the 
mill  can  extract.  The  reasons  why  all  of 
the  sugar  produced  in  the  field  does  not 
wind  up  in  the  warehouse  are 
numerous.  Aside  from  mill  efficiency, 
the  quality  aspects  of  the  delivered  cane 
are  normally  the  culprits. 

Whenever  air  temperatures  are 
warm,  especially  early  in  the  harvest 
season,  dextran  can  cause  problems  in 
stale  cane.  With  the  realization  of  dex- 
tran penalties,  it  is  important  that 
growers  deliver  the  freshest  and 
cleanest  cane  possible.  Not  only  does 
fresh  cane  result  in  a  reduction  of  dex- 
tran but  also  in  more  cane  weight.  Cane 
that  has  had  a  chance  to  sit  on  the  heap 
for  a  couple  of  days  loses  water  and  thus 
gross  tonnage  that  you  could  be  getting 
paid  for.  Of  course,  with  a  loss  of  water 
the  pol  readings  in  the  core  lab  might 
be  higher,  but  there  will  be  less  juice 
and  thus  a  higher  fiber  content.  The 
highest  payment  should  result  from  a 
fresh  supply  of  cane. 

Mud  and  trash,  although  considered 
as  gross  weight  on  the  scale,  causes  a 
severe  reduction  in  cane  payment 
throughout  the  harvest  season.  In  the 
core  lab,  mud  and  trash  are  measured 
as  non-juice  and  additionally  those  mills 
that  penalize  for  sediment  result  in 


lower  payments  for  cane  that  has  field 
soil  mixed  in.  In  addition  to  the  reduc- 
tion in  individual  cane  payments  and 
the  reduced  mill  recovery,  mud  and 
trash  increases  the  cost  of  operating  the 
mill. 

This  industry  can  overcome  most  of 
these  problems  by  working  to  deliver  not 
only  the  freshest  cane  supply  possible 
but  also  cane  which  is  as  free  of  mud  and 
trash  as  possible.  New  improvements  to 
cane  pilers  can  help  and  all  growers 
should  make  every  effort  possible  to 
deliver  fresh,  clean  cane. 


VARIETIES  ON  THE 
SECONDARY  STATIONS 

Three  varieties  which  were 
distributed  to  the  secondary  stations  last 
year  are  being  increased  this  year.  Also 
two  varieties  are  being  distributed  from 
the  primary  seed  increase  stations  to  the 
secondary  stations  as  a  result  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League's  Varie- 
ty Advancement  Committee  meeting 
held  August  30,  1989,  and  chaired  by 
Mr.  Dan  Duplantis.  The  committee  is 
composed  of  scientists  from  the  LSU  Ag 
Center,  USDA,  and  the  League.  These 
five  varieties  have  been  through  the  in- 
field testing  portion  of  the  Louisiana 
breeding  program  at  the  USDA  Station 
at  Ardoyne  Farm  and  the  St.  Gabriel 
Farm  of  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Ex- 
periment Station  and  are  now  being 
tested  at  the  14  outfield  test  locations. 
It  is  hoped  that  one  or  more  of  these 
varieties  will  have  the  potential  for  yield 
and  other  characteristics  to  be  released 
to  the  industry.  The  82  series  varieties 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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will  be  eligible  for  release  in  1990  and 
the  83  series  varieties  will  be  eligible  for 
release  in  1991.  These  five  varieties  are: 

LCP  82-89 

Based  on  all  available  test  data  (in- 
field and  outfield  tests  from  1983  to 
1988),  this  variety  has  yielded  106%  of 
CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  acre,  110%  of  CP 
70-321  in  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  and  96% 
of  CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 
It  appears  to  stubble  well  and  has  good 
harvestability.  Based  on  test  data 
available  at  this  time,  its  resistance  to 
smut  and  borers  appears  adequate. 

CP  82-550 

Based  on  all  available  test  data  (in- 
field and  outfield  tests  from  1983  to 
1988),  this  variety  has  yielded  100%  of 
CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  acre,  95%  of  CP 
70-321  in  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  and 
106%  of  CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane.  It  appears  to  stubble  well  but  has 
shown  some  problems  with  harvestabili- 
ty. Based  on  test  data  available  at  this 
time,  its  resistance  to  smut  and  borers 
appears  adequate. 

CP  82-551 

Based  on  all  available  test  data  (in- 
field and  outfield  tests  from  1983  to 
1988),  this  variety  has  yielded  99%  of  CP 
70-321  in  sugar  per  acre,  101%  of  CP 
70-321  in  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  and  98% 
of  CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 
It  appears  to  stubble  well  but  has  shown 
some  problems  with  harvestability. 
Based  on  test  data  available  at  this 
time,  its  resistance  to  smut  and  borers 
appears  adequate. 

LCP  83-153 

Based  on  all  available  test  data  (in- 
field and  outfield  tests  from  1984  to 
1988),  this  variety  has  yielded  104%  of 


CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  acre,  108%  of  CP 
70-321  in  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  and  96% 
of  CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 
It  appears  to  stubble  well  and  has  good 
harvestability.  Based  on  test  data 
available  at  this  time,  its  resistance  to 
smut  and  borers  appears  adequate. 

CP  83-644 

Based  on  all  available  test  data  (in- 
field and  outfield  tests  from  1984  to 
1988),  this  variety  has  yielded  114%  of 
CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  acre,  107%  of  CP 
70-321  in  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  and 
107%  of  CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane.  It  appears  to  stubble  well  but  has 
shown  some  problems  with  harvestabili- 
ty. Based  on  test  data  available  at  this 
time,  its  resistance  to  smut  appears  ade- 
quate but  it  is  susceptible  to  the  sugar- 
cane borer. 

Much  information  still  has  to  be  col- 
lected on  these  varieties,  especially  con- 
cerning their  harvestability  and  stub- 
bling  ability.  Because  smut  plays  such 
an  important  role  in  whether  a  cane  can 
be  released  to  the  industry,  it  is  hoped 
that  one  or  more  of  these  canes  will  have 
enough  resistance  to  help  out  in  this 
characteristic. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

FOR  SALE:  International  3688  hi- 
clearance,  1,836  hours,  $20,500. 
1086  International  Big  Broussard 
Cane  Loader,  mounted  on  856 
tractor  $1 1 ,500  —  JD  3-Row  chop- 
pers with  off  bars  $5,500  —  JD 
544A  Yd  &  %  payloader  for 
$11,500.  Will  trade.  Contact: 
Dugas  Farms  Inc.,  Rt.  1,  Box 
1440,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582. 
(318)  845-4774  Grady  Dugas. 
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A  LOOK  BACK  IN  TIME 


This  article  was  published  by  Andrew  Dykers  in  the  October  1,  1958  issue  of 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 

UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

by  Andrew  Dykers 


Flash-Fair  and  reasonable  wage 
rates  for  harvesting  the  1958  crop  and 
cultivating  the  1959  crop  are  unchanged 
from  those  applicable  to  the  1957  crop 
harvest  and  the  1958  crop  cultivation. 


Meeting  Held 

The  Thirty-Sixth  Annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  was 
held  at  2  o'clock  in  the  Grand  Ball  Room 
of  the  Roosevelt  Hotel,  New  Orleans,  on 
Thursday,  September  25th  just  like  we 
said  it  would  be  and  Mr.  Bronier 
Thibaut  was  re-elected.  Also  re-elected 
were  the  other  officers  and  members  of 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Prior  to  the  Annual  Meeting,  there 
was  an  Annual  Awards  Luncheon  in  the 
Ball  Room  at  which  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  and  Louisiana  State 
University's  Agricultural  Extension 
Service  co-operated  in  presenting 
various  cane  farmers  with  awards  for 
producing  the  highest  yields  of  cane  per 
acre  last  season  in  their  respective 
categories  and  areas.  We  understand 
that  our  co-worker,  Lloyd  L.  Lauden,  is 
listing  the  names  of  the  award  winners 
in  his  "In  The  Field"  report. 

The  highlight  of  the  luncheon  was  a 
talk  by  Senator  Allen  J.  Ellender.  The 
Senator  who  has  been  in  Washington  for 
twenty -four  years  is  a  good  speaker  and 
a  real  friend  of  the  Louisiana  Sugar  In- 
dustry. We  will  print  his  speech  when 
space  permits  and  are  sure  you  will  en- 
joy every  word  of  it. 

Beginning  on  page  6  of  this  issue  you 


will  find  a  copy  of  the  report  that  Presi- 
dent Thibaut  made  at  the  Annual 
Meeting.  Here  is  what  he  said  about  the 
awards.  "Before  touching  on  some  of  the 
activities  of  the  League  during  the 
twelve  months  under  review,  I  would 
like  to  again  express  my  appreciation  to 
the  farmers  who  attended  the  High 
Yield  Awards  Luncheon  ...  In  Winning 
High  Yield  Awards  these  people  are 
pointing  the  way  to  more  profitable  cane 
production  for  all  farming  enterprises. 
The  winners  show  the  way  to  bigger  and 
better  crops,  and  in  so  doing  improve  the 
economy  of  the  entire  industry. 

Prices 

Last  year  the  season's  average  price 
of  raw  sugar,  delivered  New  Orleans, 
was  6.1287.  The  price  today  is  6.36.  The 
price  one  year  ago  was  6.15.  There  is  no 
question  that  the  present  market  is 
strong.  Proof  is  in  the  fact  that  it  has  ad- 
vanced on  sales  of  Philippine  raws 
which  are  usually  considered  to  be 
distress  sugars. 

The  Old  Mule  is  keeping  his  two 
hind  legs  crossed  and  hoping  for  the 
best,  however,  anything  can  happen. 
Mr.  Myers  seems  to  have  himself  con- 
vinced that  he  is  doing  us  a  favor  by 
keeping  the  price  of  sugar  low,  because, 
he  says,  otherwise,  substitute 
sweeteners  will  put  us  out  of  business. 
Any  day  now  his  compassion  could  get 
the  upper  hand  and  make  him  come  out 
with  an  increase  in  the  quota,  and  — 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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(Continued  from  page  10) 


bang  —  there  will  go  the  price.  Let's  all 
join  the  old  mule  and  cross  something. 
He  needs  all  the  help  he  can  get. 

Sugar  Exchange  Reports 

"At  the  Sugar  Exchange  we  are  get- 
ting ready  for  another  pricing  season." 
So  stated  the  writer  the  other  day  when 
the  Bank  for  Co-operatives  made  a 
horrible  mistake  and  asked  him  to 
substitute  on  a  program  for  Mr.  Durbin. 
We  continued  with: 

Mr.  Farwell  has  appointed  his  com- 
mittees, we  have  fixed  up  our  new 
reporting  forms  and  bought  a  lot  of  those 
very  expensive  three  cent  post  cards 
(20,000  to  be  exact)  and  a  few  more 
thousand  of  the  even  more  expensive  air 
mail  variety.  A  big  apothecary  bottle  of 


"milltowns"  is  ready  for  the  center  table 
and,  I  believe,  we  are  all  set  to  go.  We 
don't  know  for  sure  but  the  chances  are 
the  pricing  period  will  start  on  Friday, 
October  10th  and  end  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  February  which  is  February 
26th. 

The  members  of  our  Raw  Sugar 
Quotation  Committee  this  year  are 
Sedgwick  Howard,  of  the  National 
Sugar  Refinery,  who  is  the  Chairman; 
R.M.  Cockburn,  of  the  American;  Louis 
Lebourgeois,  of  LeBourgeois  Brokerage; 
John  B.  Levert,  of  Levert  St.  John;  Chas. 
A.  Levy,  of  J.  Aron  &  Co.;  Earl  B. 
Wilson,  of  Sterling  Sugars,  Inc.,  and  one 
of  the  distinguished  Graugnard 
brothers,  James,  of  St.  James,  La. 

(Continued  on  page  12) 


Landini  Tractors 
2  &  4  Wheel  Drive 
42  -  145  H.P. 
Low  or  High 
Clearance 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

AG  POWER  &  MACHINERY 


Parts  &  Service  available 
for  Catapillar  Ag  engines, 
Oliver  &  White  tractors. 
Fiat  hesston  tractors  & 
many  types  of  tilleage 
equipment. 

Mfg.  of  Sugar  Cane 

3  -  Row  Cultivators 

Dist.  of  Perkins  & 

Rolls  Royce  Diesel  Engines 

205  ARMS  ST. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

70301 

(504)  447-3296 
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Landini  8860  has  30  in.  ground  clearance  for 
drain  cleaning  operations. 
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(Continued  from  page  11) 

The  rules  to  be  used  by  the  Commit- 
tee this  season  have  been  changed  a  lit- 
tle, but  not  enough  to  make  any  dif- 
ference except  to  the  members  of  the 
Committee.  Southdown,  South  Coast, 
and  Supreme  have  been  added  to  the  list 
of  refiners  required  to  report  purchases 
of  Louisiana  raws  in  the  spot  position 
and  the  Committee  has  been  authorized 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ex- 
change to  disregard  any  spot  sales  to 
local  refiners  that  are  obviously  out  of 
line  with  the  value  of  raw  sugar 
delivered  New  Orleans. 

These  changes  were  recommended 
by  a  special  committee  appointed  by  Mr. 
Farwell  to  study  the  matter.  The  Ex- 
change is  constantly  trying  to  do  a 
better  job  of  quoting  the  market. 

Our  Blackstrap  Molasses  Committee 
is  again  headed  by  Bascom  Doyle,  of 
Pacific  Molasses  Co.  and  working  with 
him  will  be  Charles  F.  Gibbins,  of  the 
Barry  Sales  &  Distributing  Co.;  John 
Manard,  of  the  Manard  Molasses  Co.; 
Sidney  J.  Menard,  of  South  Coast;  and 
H.  C.  Vacaro,  of  Southdown. 

Our  blackstrap  quotation  rules 
worked  very  statisfactorily  last  season 
and  no  changes  in  the  rules  are  con- 
templated. The  provision  adopted  last 
year  allowing  our  office,  if  asked,  to 
report  the  existence  of  sales  anytime 
during  the  day  has  proved  very  helpful 
to  both  the  buyers  and  sellers  of  Lou- 
isiana blackstrap  molasses. 
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ENGINES 

Gasoline  •  Diesel  •  Natural  Gas 
Watercooled  •  Air  Cooled 

PUMPS 

Irrigation  •  Drainage 
Trash  •  Sump 


GENERATOR  SETS 

3-1000  KW 
Aircooled  •  Watercooled 


•  Volume 
Submersible 


Power 
Products 


Lo-lift  Propeller 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  ST. 
5201  AIRLINE  HWY. 
3811  HWY.  90  EAST 
5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 


M&L 
ENGINE  CO. 

A  Division  Of  M  &  L  INDUSTRIES 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70360 

METAIRIE,  LOUISIANA  70001 

BROUSSARD,  LOUISIANA  70518 

BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70805 


Ford  Diesel  Transloader 
Engine 


1-800-960-0068 
504/876-2280 
504/885-8932 
318/837-2763 
504/355-7716 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  6) 

Costa  Rica 38,468.5  scheduled    for    the    latter    part    of 

Ecuador 20,815  September,    October    and    November. 

Fiji 16,966  Both  Agriculture  Secretary  Yeutter  and 

Guatemala 90,828  U.S.  Trade  Representative  Carla  Hills 

Haiti 12,500  have  been  in  Europe  during  September 

India 15,138  meeting  with   agriculture   and  trade 

Jamaica 20,815  representatives  in  some  of  the  European 

Malawi 18,826  countries. 

Mexico 12,500 

Panama                                   (23,400)**  USDA  EMPHASIZES  SODBUSTER/ 

Paraguay                                   12,500  SWAMPBUSTER  DEADLINES 

Philippines   298,975  AO~c      ,                       ,r 

0        .,      j                                  nnnrre  AbCS,    during    a    public   training 

Swaziland 30,276  ,.        '.      „7    °.      .^     ,     ,            ,,& 

Ti     .,       ,                                     9fi  4.Q1  meeting   m   Washington   last   month, 

TT                1 9^00  issued  a  reminder  that  January  1, 1990 

'  is  the  deadline  for  compliance  with  sod- 

**  Due  to  U.S.  trade  embargo  against  buster/swampbuster  provisions  of  the 
Panama,  none  of  its  23,403  metric  1985  Farm  Bill.  Farmers  have  until 
ton  quota  presently  is  authorized  for  January  1, 1990  to  submit  approved  con- 
shipment.  It  may  subsequently  be  servation  plan  for  highly  erodible  land 
allocated  to  other  countries,  as  was  or  face  loss  of  USDA  benefits.  All  plans 
done  in  1988  and  as  has  just  been  must  be  fully  implemented  by  January 
done  for  their  initial  quota  allocation  1,  1995  for  benefits  to  continue, 
of  30,537  metric  tons. 

USDA  CROP 

GATT  NEGOTIATIONS  CONTINUE  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

Following  an  appearance  before  the  In  its  September  Crop  Production 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee,  Report,  USDA  forecasts  sugarcane  pro- 
Warren  Lavorel,  the  lead  U.S.  duction  at  30.8  million  tons,  3  percent 
negotiator  for  the  GATT  talks,  told  above  last  year's  output.  Nationally, 
reporters  that  although  the  negotiations  acreage  is  up  2  percent  from  a  year  ago. 
have  entered  the  "home  stretch,"  a  true  Florida  and  Louisiana  expect  larger  out- 
sense  of  their  ultimate  form  is  difficult  put  than  last  year,  but  this  is  partially 
to  guess  at  now.  "It  probably  won't  be  offset  by  the  smaller  crop  expected  in 
until  well  into  the  middle  of  next  year  Hawaii  and  Texas. 

before  we  know  this,"  he  said.  Asked  if  0         .      ,         ,     , .           r           .     . 

.      '        ,       c  bugarbeet  production  is  forecast  at 

progress   in   agricultural   reform   con-  0/,  -      .,,.       ,          „              ,     ,         ,     . 

f.    b      .     .      ,?  ,  ,                      .       ,.  26.5  million  tons,  7  percent  above  last 

tmues  to  be  tied  to  progress  in  other  m,                             ,,             ,  .      , 

T            i      . j  ,/  ,  f<  ii  n      •  year.    Ihe   increase   is   the   combined 

areas,  Lavorel  said  that    all  the  issues  u.    n.-  i_        ■  u         jo 

,:  ,  r  „  TT  .,  ,.«.  ,  result  of  higher  yields  and  a  Z  percent 
are  tied  for  someone.  He  identified  .  n_  ,  ..  . 
,,  .  .,  r  .,  TT  0  c  increase  in  acreage.  Production  is  ex- 
three  priority  areas  for  the  U.S.  —  fun-  ,  ,  ,  i  „  ,  ,  , 
,  ,  i  /•  -^i  r  pected  to  be  up  in  all  states  except 
damental    reforms    in    the    area    of  «  ,.f              ^  i       j           j    xt  u       i 

.     .,             ,                          ,.         -  .  California,    Colorado    and    Nebraska, 

agriculture,  adequate  protection  of  in-  0     ,       ,          ,.       ,      r                            j 

,  i,     .      ,             ^          j            ,  September  estimates  for  sugarcane  and 

tellectual  property,  and  a  good  services  ,      ,                 c  n 

f     r      J '             °  sugarbeets  are  as  follows: 
agreement. 

GATT    negotiating    meetings    are  (Continued  on  page  15) 


14 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  14) 


SUGARBEETS  1/ 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CALIF 

212.0 

192.0 

25.0 

26.1 

6,091 

5,300 

5,081 

COLO 

38.6 

40.0 

22.8 

22.0 

803 

880 

880 

IDAHO 

166.0 

177.0 

24.6 

25.0 

4,277 

4,084 

4,425 

MICH 

145.0 

153.0 

16.5 

20.0 

2,911 

2,393 

3,060 

MINN 

334.0 

339.0 

14.2 

15.5 

6,200 

4,743 

5,255 

MONT 

48.9 

52.1 

21.1 

21.0 

1,086 

1,032 

1,094 

NEBR 

62.2 

63.3 

21.2 

19.0 

1,102 

1,319 

1,203 

N  MEX 

.7 

2/ 

12.9 

2/ 

2 

9 

2/ 

N  DAK 

175.5 

175.0 

14.7 

15.5 

3,161 

2,580 

2,713 

OHIO 

14.7 

16.6 

15.9 

16.5 

269 

234 

274 

OREG 

14.1 

15.0 

26.7 

28.9 

422 

876 

434 

TEX 

33.0 

36.0 

21.9 

22.0 

521 

723 

792 

WYO 

56.0 

61.2 

20.3 

20.0 

1,127 

1,137 

1,224 

OTH  STS  3/ 

1.8 

29.4 

53 

u  s 

1,300.7 

1,822.0 

19.1 

20.0 

28,072 

24,810 

26,495 

1/  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  SPRING  PLANTED 
BEETS  OVERWINTERED  IN  CALIF.  2/  INCLUDED  IN  OTHER  STATES  TO  AVOID 
DISCLOSURE  OF  INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS.  3/  INCLUDES  NEW  MEXICO  AND 
WASHINGTON. 

SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD  1/ 

PRODUCTION  1/ 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

FLA 

421.0         423.0 

31.6           33.0 

13,469       13,304       13,959 

HAW 

86.1           84.0 

90.6           85.5 

8,195         7,804         7,182 

LA 

305.0         320.0 

25.3           27.0 

6,469         7,708         8,540 

TEX 

33.2           35.7 

32.8           29.0 

1,085         1,088         1,035 

US 

845.3         862.7 

35.4           35.7 

29,218       29,904       30,816 

1/NET  TONS. 


CROP  PRODUCTION 
SEPTEMBER  1989 


AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
A-20  NASS,  USDA 


OCTOBER  1,  1987 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

11th  Floor       Fidelity  Homestead  Bldg. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70514 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK 

IN  DONALDSONVILLE 

P.O.  BOX  108        Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  Suite  700 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 


NATIONAL  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 
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By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 
MEET  YOUR  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


FELIX  "GUS"  BLANCHARD 

Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard  was  elected 
to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Board  of  Directors  on  February  17, 1989. 
He  is  serving  on  the  Finance 
Committee. 

Gus  is  a  graduate  of  Thibodaux  Col- 
lege High  School  in  Thibodaux  and 
holds  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
Engineering  from  the  University  of 
Southwest  Louisiana  in  Lafayette.  Im- 
mediately following  graduation,  he  was 
employed  by  Lafourche  Sugars.  After 
one  crop  he  began  a  twelve  year  stint  at 
factories  in  Santo  Domingo  and  Puerto 
Rico,  which  was  interrupted  by  two  and 
a  half  years  as  a  member  of  the  U.S.  Air 
Force.  In  1966  he  was  Chief  Engineer  at 
Cora  Texas  factory,  then  from  1967  to 
1970  was  Chief  Engineer  at  Cajun 
Sugar  Cooperative.  After  two  years  at 
Southdown  Incorporated,  he  was  an  in- 
ternational consultant  for  F.  C.  Schaffer 
and  Associates  from  1973  to  1984.  In 
1985,  he  was  appointed  General 
Manager  of  Cajun  Sugar  Cooperative,  a 
position  he  presently  holds. 

Gus  is  married  to  the  former  Mickey 
Mouton,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter. 

FRED  Y.  CLARK 

Fred  Y.  Clark  was  the  thirty-fourth 
President  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  since  September 
29, 1978.  It  was  during  his  term  of  Presi- 
dent that  the  League's  office,  which  had 


been  domiciled  in  New  Orleans  for  sixty- 
six  years,  was  moved  to  Thibodaux,  a 
more  central  location  for  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry. 

Fred  is  a  graduate  of  Coushatta, 
Louisiana  High  School  and  holds  both 
Bachelor  of  Science  and  Master  of 
Science  degrees  in  accounting  from 
Northwestern  Louisiana  University  in 
Natchitoches.  He  also  holds  the  Cer- 
tified Public  Accountant  designation. 

For  the  past  twelve  years,  Fred  has 
been  at  Sterling  Sugars  in  Franklin  and 
is  the  President  and  Chief  Executive 
Officer  of  Sterling.  Besides  the  factory 
operation,  the  company  operates  2,100 
acres  of  farm  land. 

Fred  and  his  wife,  Nell,  have  two 
sons  and  one  daughter,  and  one 
grandchild. 

DAVID  STEWART 

David  Stewart  was  elected  to  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of 
Directors  on  February  26,  1988.  He 
serves  on  the  National  Legislative  and 
State  Legislative  Committees.  A  native 
and  lifelong  resident  of  Point  Coupee 
Parish,  he  is  a  graduate  of  False  River 
Academy. 

For  the  past  ten  years,  David  has 
been  the  General  Manager  of  Alma 
Plantation.  The  operation  includes  the 
factory,  which  has  undergone  con- 
siderable expansion  during  the  past  few 
years,  and  a  2,100  acre  farming 
operation. 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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LOUISIANA  SUGARCANE  GROWERS 
RECEIVE  HIGH  YIELD  AWARDS 


The  state's  top  sugarcane  growers 
for  the  1988  crop  were  honored  by  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Ser- 
vice September  22  at  a  luncheon  in  New 
Iberia  with  the  presentation  of  annual 
sugarcane  high-yields  awards. 

Presiding  at  the  awards  luncheon 
was  Dr.  Denver  T.  Loupe,  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  the  LSU  Agricultural 
Center  and  Director  of  Extension. 
Awards  were  presented  by  William 
Patout  III,  President  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League. 

The  growers  were  cited  for  produc- 
ing the  most  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre 
last  year  in  their  acreage  categories  in 
their  district.  The  program  is  set  up  with 
seven  acreage  groups  in  each  of  four 
districts  in  Louisiana's  Cane  Belt. 
Award  recipients  for  each  category  are 
chosen  from  among  growers  with  farms 
of  similar  size  and  compatible  soil  and 
climatic  conditions. 

Group  1  consists  of  farms  of  5  to  49.9 
acres;  Group  2  —  50  to  99.9  acres;  Group 
3  -  100  to  199.9  acres;  Group  4  -  200 
to  499.9  acres;  Group  5  -  500  to  999.9 
acres;  Group  6  -  1,000  to  2,499.9  acres, 
and  Group  7  —  2,500  acres  and  more. 

Producers  honored  at  the  September 
22  event  were: 


District  1  (Lafayette,  St.  Martin 
and  Vermilion  parishes)  —  Group  2, 
Ralph  Sam  of  St.  Martinville,  6,451.9 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  80.0  acres; 
Group  3,  Louis  Bourque  of  St.  Martin- 
ville, 6,566.8  pounds  on  169.8  acres; 
Group  4,  The  Laviolettes,  Adam,  Ber- 
nard and  Bernard  Jr.  of  St.  Martinville, 
7,197.8  pounds  on  377.3  acres;  Group  5, 


Chris  Latiolais  of  Parks,  7,783.1  pounds 
on  518.5  acres;  Group  6,  Comb  Farms, 
run  by  Jackie  Comb  of  Breaux  Bridge, 
7.060.5  pounds  on  1,074  acres;  and 
Group  7,  Levert-St.  John  Inc.  of  St.  Mar- 
tinville, 5,530.3  pounds  on  2,573.5  acres. 
No  producer  qualified  in  Group  1. 

District  2  (Iberia  and  St.  Mary 
parishes)  —  Group  1,  Norman  Boutte  of 
Jeanerette,  8,256  pounds  of  sugar  per 
acre  average  on  6.3  acres;  Group  2,  The 
Broussards,  Ricky,  Ted,  Tim  and 
William  of  New  Iberia,  6,592  pounds  on 
70.9  acres;  Group  3,  A  &  S  Farms  Inc. 
of  Jeanerette,  7,114  pounds  on  165.7 
acres;  Group  4,  Warren  Patout  Farms  of 
Jeanerette,  7,137  pounds  on  240.5  acres; 
Group  5,  Triangle  Farms  of  Jeanerette, 
6,752  pounds  on  580.4  acres;  and  Group 
6,  Ulysse  Gonsoulin  and  Sons  of  New 
Iberia,  7,455  pounds  on  1,000.6  acres. 
No  producer  qualified  in  Group  7. 

District  3  (Assumption, 
Lafourche  and  Terrebonne  parishes) 

—  Group  1,  Brian  and  Keith  Thibodaux 
of  Labadieville,  7.034  pounds  of  sugar 
per  acre  average  on  10.7  acres;  Group  2, 
Thomas  Richard  of  Raceland,  7,710 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  average  on  57.6 
acres;  Group  3,  Denis  Knobloch,  Jr.  of 
Raceland,  8,679  poounds  on  155.4  acres; 
Group  4,  Acosta  Brothers  of  Thibodaux, 
8,503  pounds  on  395.5  acres;  Group  5, 
Matherne  Brothers  of  Thibodaux,  7,831 
pounds  on  565.2  acres;  Group  6, 
Arcement  Equipment  Corporation  of 
Thibodaux,  6,477  pounds  on  1,012.1 
acres;  and  Group  7,  South  Coast  Sugars 
Inc.  of  Raceland,  6,175  pounds  on 
4,267.7  acres. 

(Continued  on  page  5) 
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District  4  (Ascension,  Iberville, 
Pointe  Coupee,  St.  Charles,  St. 
James,  St.  John,  and  West  Baton 
Rouge  parishes)  —  Group  1,  Himel  and 
Hernandez  of  White  Castle,  8,295 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  average  on  28 
acres;  Group  2,  M.  Rodrigue  &  Son  of 
Vacherie,  6,852  pounds  on  79.3  acres; 
Group  3,  Randall  LeGlue  of  White  Cas- 
tle, 6,868  pounds  on  196.9  acres;  Group 
4,  A.  J.  W.  Waguespack  Inc.  of  Vacherie, 
7,676  pounds  on  378  acres;  Group  5,  M. 


Rodrigue  and  Son  Inc.  of  Vacherie,  7,793 
pounds  on  514.4  acres;  Group  6, 
Waguespack  Farms  of  St.  James,  7,064 
pounds  on  1,304.4  acres;  and  Group  7, 
Joe  Beaud  Jr.  of  New  Roads,  5,396.4 
pounds  on  2,570  acres. 

Pictures  of  District  1  and  District  2 
award  winners  appear  in  this  issue  of 
The  Sugar  Bulletin.  District  3  and 
District  4  winners  will  appear  in  the 
December  1,  1989  issue. 


DISTRICT  1 
Six  Growers  From  St.  Martin 
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Ralph  Sam  of  St.  Martinville  Geft)  is  recipient  in  Group  2,  District  I  of  the 
1989  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award  sponsored  by  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  and  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service.  Sam 
is  congratulated  by  James  Devillier,  St.  Martin  County  Agent,  for  averag- 
ing 6,451.9  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  80  acres. 


(Continued  on  page  6) 
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Louis  Bourque  of  St.  Martinville  was  the  1989  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award 
Winner  for  farmers  in  Lafayette,  St.  Martin  and  Vermilion  parish  farms  of 
100-199  acres.  Shown  L-R  are  Louis  and  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension 
Service  County  Agent  James  Devillier  of  St.  Martin  Parish.  (Extension  photo 
by  John  Wozniak) 


The  Laviolettes  of  St.  Martinville  are  recipients  in  Group  4,  District  I  of  the 
1989  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award  sponsored  by  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  and  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service. 
Pictured  left  to  right,  Bernard  Laviolette  Jr.,  Bernard  Laviolette,  Adam 
Laviolette  and  St.  Martin  County  Agent  James  Devillier.  The  Laviolette's 
had  an  average  of  7,197.8  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  on  377.3  acres. 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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David  and  his  wife,  Iris,  live  in 
Lakeland  and  are  the  parents  of  two 
girls. 

HOWARD  ROBICHAUX 

Howard  Robichaux  began  his 
business  and  professional  career  as 
Agronomist  for  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League. 

A  graduate  of  St.  Stanislaus  High 
School  in  Bay  St.  Louis,  Mississippi,  he 
holds  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from 
Nicholls  State  University. 

Howard  has  been  farming  for  eleven 
years.  He  is  General  Manager  of  E.  G. 
Robichaux  Company  and  President  of 
Howard  Robichaux  Farms,  Inc.  He 
farms  4,000  acres  with  2,700  acres 
planted  in  sugar  cane.   Howard  was 


elected  to  the  League's  Board  of  Direc- 
tors on  September  24,  1982.  He  serves 
on  the  Farm  Machinery  Committee.  He 
also  serves  as  a  Board  Member  of  Glen- 
wood  Cooperative,  Incorporated,  Bayou 
Lafourche  Fresh  Water  District,  St. 
Philomena  School  Board  and  is  active  in 
other  organizations. 

Howard  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Nancy  Carmouche,  are  the  parents  of 
two  boys  and  five  girls.  They  live  in 
Labadieville. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


USDA  ANNOUNCES  NEW 
MARKET  STABILIZATION  PRICE 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
announced  October  2  the  market 
stabilization  price  (MSP)  of  21.95  cents 
per  pound  for  the  period  October  1, 1989 
—  September  30, 1990,  an  increase  over 
last  year's  MSP  of  21.80.  The  MSP 
represents  the  price  at  or  above  which 
producers  would  be  more  likely  to  sell 
their  sugar  in  the  marketplace  than  to 
forfeit  it  to  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation. 

The  new  MSP  is  comprised  of  four 
factors  —  the  loan  rate  for  raw  cane 
sugar  (18  cents  per  pound);  the 
estimated  average  transportation  costs 
(3.04  cents);  the  interest  cost  (.71  cents 
per  pound);  and  an  incentive  factor  (.20 
cents  per  pound)  the  sum  of  which  is 
21.95  cents. 


USDA  ISSUES  1989 
SUGAR  LOAN  REGULATIONS 

The  Department  of  Agriculture 
issued  its  determination  of  price  support 
loan  rates  for  the  1989  crop  of  sugarcane 
and  sugar  beets.  The  national  (weighted 
average)  loan  rate  for  raw  cane  sugar 
will  be  18  cents  per  pound  and  for  re- 
fined beet  sugar,  it  will  be  21.54  cents 
per  pound.  Both  of  these  rates  were  fur- 
ther adjusted  to  reflect  location  differ- 
entials. For  sugarcane,  the  regional  loan 
rates  are:  Louisiana  —  18.23  cents  per 
pound;  Florida  —  17.73  cents;  Hawaii  — 
17.46  cents;  and  Texas  -  18.03. 


FOOD  SAFETY  BILL 
INTRODUCED 

Thirty-nine  members  of  the  House 
Agriculture    Committee    are    original 


cosponsors  of  new  food  safety  legislation 
developed  by  Chairman  Kika  de  la 
Garza  (D-TX)  and  Ranking  Minority 
Member  Ed  Madigan  (R-IL).  The  legisla- 
tion would  make  significant  changes  in 
federal  pesticide  laws  by  strengthening 
and  streamlining  cumbersome  regula- 
tory process  for  pesticides.  Chairman  de 
la  Garza  said,  "Restoring  public  con- 
fidence in  the  safety  of  our  food  supply 
is  a  top  priority  for  this  Committee." 
The  bill  would  amend  two  major  laws 
dealing  with  pesticides  by  establishing 
new  methods  for  rule  making.  It  also 
adds  consistent  and  uniform  method  of 
evaluating  pesticides  and  removing 
hazardous  chemicals  from  marketplace. 


MINIMUM  WAGE  BILLS 
REPORTED 

Both  the  Senate  and  House  Labor 
Committees  have  reported  minimum 
wage  increase  bills.  The  Senate  bill  is 
identical  to  legislation  vetoed  by  Presi- 
dent Bush  in  June.  It  provides  for  an  in- 
crease in  minimum  wage  to  $4.55  per 
hour  over  three  years.  The  House  bill 
raises  minimum  wage  to  $4.25  per  hour 
over  two  years.  Both  bills  contain  iden- 
tical training  wage  provisions  that 
would  establish  a  60-day  sub-minimum 
training  wage  equal  to  80  percent  of  the 
minimum  wage  for  inexperienced 
workers.  Both  continue  to  exclude 
agricultural  employers  of  migrant  and 
seasonal  workers  from  utilizing  the 
training  wage.  The  Administration  is 
continuing  to  remain  firm  on  its  pro- 
posal of  $4.25  per  hour  over  three  years 
plus  a  6-month  unrestricted  training 
wage. 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

PLANTING  MAPS  AND  SEED  CANE  REPORTS  -  PLANT  CANE 

HERBICIDE  TREATMENT  -  SODBUSTER  -  SWAMPBUSTER 

REPORTS  -  HARVEST  REPORT 


Now  that  planting  is  completed, 
growers  should  have  prepared  good 
maps  of  the  varieties  they  have  planted. 
If  not,  then  every  attempt  should  be 
made  to  prepare  these  before  you  forget 
where  each  variety  was  placed  and  how 
many  rows  of  each  were  planted.  Of 
course,  League  Agronomists  Windell 
Jackson  and  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr. 
are  available  each  spring  and  summer 
to  help  growers  who  have  lost  their  map 
or  who  have  forgotten  to  make  one,  but 
it  is  much  easier  and  more  productive 
for  you  to  prepare  one  while  you  can  still 
remember  what  you  did.  All  areas  of 
cane  production  are  affected  by  poor 
maps.  Good  maps  are  needed  to  decide 
on  which  acreage  to  keep,  how  much  to 
fertilize,  to  check  for  borers,  to  spray  for 
Polado,  to  plan  for  seed  usage,  to  prepare 
a  harvest  schedule,  etc.  There  is  no 
alternative  to  keeping  good  maps. 

In  addition  to  keeping  good  maps, 
you  should  cooperate  fully  with  your 
ASCS  parish  office  and  provide  them 
with  your  seed  cane  acreage  while  you 
can  still  easily  calculate  it.  It  is  very  im- 
portant that  you  take  the  time  NOW  to 
calculate  this  figure  as  accurately  as  you 
can.  Without  this  number  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  you  to  figure  your  own  yields  cor- 
rectly. If  you  cannot  calculate  your  own 
yields  then  you  cannot  readily  deter- 
mine if  you  are  doing  a  more  efficient  job 
of  farming  than  you  did  last  year  and 
the  year  before.  If  you  as  an  individual 
grower  do  not  keep  good  acreage  records, 
then  this  industry  cannot  keep  an  ac- 
curate record  of  its  production  and  its 
progress.  Good  records  are  essential  if 
we  are  to  improve  as  an  industry  and 
claim  to  be  as  efficient  as  we  would  like 
to  be. 


PLANT  CANE  HERBICIDE 
TREATMENT 

Now  that  planting  is  completed, 
growers  should  follow  the  fall  herbicide 
treatment  as  recommended  by  the  Lou- 
isiana Cooperative  Extension  Service 
and  available  at  your  County  Agent's 
Office.  These  recommendations  are 
based  on  years  of  research  data  by  LSU 
and  USDA  scientists  and  can  provide 
you  with  the  best  chance  of  making  the 
highest  yields.  Following  these  recom- 
mendations won't  guarantee  high 
yields,  but  your  chances  of  producing 
them  are  certainly  improved  when  the 
good  farming  practices  outlined  in  the 
recommendations  are  followed. 


SODBUSTER-SWAMPBUSTER 
REPORTS 

Earlier  this  year,  growers  and 
landlords  were  mailed  AD-1026  reports 
(Highly  Erodible  Land  and  Wetland 
Conservation  Certification)  from  the 
USDA-ASCS  offices.  These  reports  were 
to  certify  that  sodbuster  and  swamp- 
buster  provisions  had  not  been  violated 
on  any  highly  erodible  land  or  wetland. 
These  forms  were  to  be  returned  by  July 
1, 1989.  SUGAR  PRODUCED  FROM 
LANDS  ON  WHICH  THE  FORM 
WAS  NOT  SIGNED  IS  NOT  ELIGI- 
BLE FOR  THE  SUGAR  LOAN  PRO- 
GRAM. Growers  and  landlords  should 
keep  this  in  mind  when  these  forms  are 
mailed  out  next  year  for  their  signature 
and  return  them  as  quickly  as  possible. 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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Chris  Latiolais  of 
Parks  was  the 
1989  Sugarcane 
High  Yield  Award 
winner  for 
farmers  in 
Lafayette,  St. 
Martin  and 
Vermilion  parish 
farms  of  500-999 
acres.  Shown  L-R 
are  Louisiana 
Cooperative 
Extension  Service 
County  Agent 
James  Devillier  of 
St.  Martin  Parish, 
with  Richard  and 
Chris  Latiolais. 

(Extension  photo 
by  John  Wozniak) 


Comb  Farms  of  Breaux  Bridge  was  the  1989  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High 
Yield  Award  winner  for  Lafayette,  St.  Martin  and  Vermilion  parish  farms 
of  1,000-2,499  acres.  Shown  L-R  are  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Ser- 
vice County  Agent  James  Devillier  of  St.  Martin  Parish,  Jackie,  Rickie,  Mike 

(Extension  photo  by  John  Wozniak) 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Levert-St.  John  Inc. 
of  St.  Martinville 
was  the  1989  Sugar- 
cane High  Yield 
winner  for  farmers 
in  Lafayette,  St. 
Martin  and 
Vermilion  parish 
farms  of  more  than 
2500  acres.  Shown 
L-R  are  Lawrence 
Levert  III,  Russell 
Fredrick  and 
Louisiana 
Cooperative 
Extension  Service 
County  Agent  James 
Devillier  of  St. 
Martin  Parish. 

(Extension  photo 
by  John  Wozniak) 


(Continued  on  page  12) 


CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

New,  Used,  and  Rebuilt 

Hi-crop  and  Row-crop 

Tractor  parts 

We  buy  used  tractors  and 

Farm  Equipment  in  any 

condition. 

We  buy  salvage  tractors 
for  cash. 

Jeanerette,  Louisiana 
318-276-3453 


ATTENTION 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN 

Announces  Its 

Precision  Grading  Service 
Lazerplane  Equipped 

*  Better  drainage 

*  Better  weed  control 

*  Increase  acreage 

Also  Agent  for 
Spectro  Physics 
Laser  Plane  Sale 

St.  James,  Louisiana  70086 

(504)  265-3965 
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DISTRICT  2 


Norman  Boutte  of 
Jeanerette  was 
the  1989 
Louisiana 
Sugarcane  High 
Yield  Award 
winner  for  Iberia 
and  St.  Mary 
parish  farms  of 
5-49  acres.  Shown 
L-R  are  Norman 
and  Louisiana 
Cooperative 
Extension  Service 
County  Agent 
James  W.  Abadie 
of  Iberia  Parish. 

(Extension  photo 
by  John  Wozniak) 


Ricky,  Ted,  Tim 

and  William 

Broussard  of  New 

Iberia  was  the 

1989  Sugarcane 

High  Yield  Award 

winner  for 

farmers  with  50-99 

acres  in  Iberia 

and  St.  Mary 

parishes.  Shown 

L-R  are  Ricky, 

Tim,  William  and 

Ted  and  Iberia 

Parish  County 

Agent  James  W. 

Abadie  of  the 

Louisiana 

Cooperative 

Extension  Service. 

(Extension  photo  by 
John  Wozniak) 


(Continued  on  page  13) 
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A  &  S  Farms  Inc.  of 
Jeanerette  was  the  1989 
Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Award  winner  for  farmers 
with  100-199  acres  in  Iberia 
and  St.  Mary  parishes. 
Shown  L-R  are  Iberia 
Parish  County  Agent 
James  W.  Abadie  of  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  and 
Mark  Patout. 

(Extension  photo 
by  John  Wozniak) 
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Ulyssee  Gonsoulin  &  Sons  Inc.  of  New  Iberia  was  the  1989  Louisiana  Sugar- 
cane High  Yield  Award  winner  for  Iberia  and  St.  Mary  parish  farms  of 
1,000-2,499  acres.  Shown  L-R  are  Ulysse,  Felix,  Robert,  Ronnie  and  Kevin 
Gonsoulin. 

(Extension  photo  by  John  Wozniak) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  8) 


AGRICULTURE  COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN  COMMENTS  ON 

FARM  LEGISLATION 

House  Agriculture  Committee 
Chairman  Kika  de  la  Garza  (D-TX)  in 
a  statement  issued  last  month  said,  "It 
is  the  responsibility  of  Congress  to 
legislate  and  to  decide  how  long  legisla- 
tion we  pass  shall  have  effect.  The  Con- 
gress will  decide  whether  or  not  to  ac- 
cept or  reject  any  agreement  made  by 
the  Administration  in  Geneva  or  any 
other  place."  He  said  they  would 
cooperate  to  the  extent  possible  with  the 
Administration,  but  that  he  intended  to 
conclude  farm  bill  hearings  by  the  end 
of  this  calendar  year.  He  also  said  he 
hoped  to  be  working  on  a  proposed  bill 
submitted  by  the  Bush  Administration, 


FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  9) 

HARVEST  REPORT 

Reports  received  up  to  this  writing, 
October  11,  indicate  that  all  mills  are 
reporting  good  sugar  yields.  Some  mills 
are  averaging  over  200  pounds  of  sugar 
per  ton  in  their  first  week.  Most  of  this 
cane  has  been  treated  with  Polado, 
however  maturity  tests  indicate  that 
even  untreated  cane  is  high  in  sugar. 
Those  mills  which  started  on  September 
28,  had  considerable  rain  upon  starting 
but  conditions  quickly  dried  up  without 
severe  problems.  Most  growers  are  now 
reporting  good  yields  even  in  the  old 
stubble  they  are  currently  harvesting. 
Stalk  weights  appear  good  and  cane 
height  is  above  what  it  has  been  the  last 
few  years. 


but  if  they  did  not  submit  a  bill  in  a 
timely  manner,  he  will  begin  markup  of 
a  farm  bill  in  early  1990.  He  also  said, 
"It  has  been  and  remains  my  intention 
to  do  everything  possible  to  have  a  five- 
year  farm  bill  completed  and  on  the 
President's  desk  by  the  end  of  May 
1990." 

USDA  CROP  PRODUCTION 
REPORT 

In  its  October  Crop  Production 
Report,  USDA  forecasts  sugarcane  pro- 
duction at  30.5  million  tons,  off  1  per- 
cent from  the  September  forecast,  but  2 
percent  more  than  produced  in  1988.  An 
average  yield  of  35.2  tons  per  acre  is  ex- 
pected, down  0.20  of  a  ton  from  1988. 
Acres  for  harvest,  at  867,000  acres,  is  3 
percent  more  than  the  acres  harvested 
last  year. 

Sugarbeet  production  is  forecast  at 
26.6  million  tons,  fractionally  above  the 
September  1  forecast  and  up  7  percent 
from  last  year's  production.  An  average 
yield  of  20.1  tons  per  acre  is  expected 
compared  with  the  19.1  tons  last  year. 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  14) 
October  estimates  for  sugarcane  and  sugarbeets  are  as  follows: 

SUGARBEETS  1/ 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CALIF 

212.0 

192.0 

25.0 

26.5 

6,091 

5,300 

5,088 

COLO 

38.6 

40.0 

22.8 

22.0 

803 

880 

880 

IDAHO 

166.0 

177.0 

24.6 

25.0 

4,277 

4,084 

4,425 

MICH 

145.0 

153.0 

16.5 

19.5 

2,911 

2,393 

2,984 

MINN 

334.0 

340.0 

14.2 

16.0 

6,200 

4,743 

5,440 

MONT 

48.9 

52.1 

21.1 

21.0 

1,086 

1,032 

1,094 

NEBR 

62.2 

63.3 

21.2 

19.0 

1,102 

1,319 

1,203 

N  MEX  2/ 

.7 

2/ 

12.9 

2/ 

2 

9 

2/ 

N  DAK 

175.5 

175.0 

14.7 

15.5 

3,161 

2,580 

2,713 

OHIO 

14.7 

16.6 

15.9 

16.0 

269 

234 

266 

OREG 

14.1 

15.0 

26.7 

28.9 

422 

376 

434 

TEX 

33.0 

36.0 

21.9 

22.0 

621 

723 

792 

WYO 

56.0 

61.2 

20.3 

20.0 

1,127 

1,137 

1,224 

OTHER  3/ 

1.8 

29.4 

53 

US 

1,300.7 

1,323.0 

19.1 

20.1 

28,072 

24,810 

26,596 

1/  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  SPRING  PLANTED 
BEETS  OVERWINTERED  IN  CALIF.  2/  INCLUDED  IN  OTHER  STATES  TO  AVOID 
DISCLOSURE  OF  INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS.  3/  INCLUDES  NEW  MEXICO  AND 
WASHINGTON. 

SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD  1/ 

PRODUCTION  1/ 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

FLA 

421.0         427.0 

31.6           32.0 

13,469       13,304       13,664 

HAW 

86.1           84.0 

90.6           85.5 

8,195         7,804         7,182 

LA 

305.0         320.0 

25.3           27.0 

6,469         7,708         8,640 

TEX 

33.2           35.7 

32.8           29.0 

1,085         1,088         1,035 

US 

845.3         866.7 

35.4           35.2 

29,218       29,904       30,521 

1/NET  TONS. 

CROP  PRODUCTION 
OCTOBER  1989 


A-34 


AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
NASS,  USDA 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 
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4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 
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P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
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DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 
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Certified  Public  Accountants 
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P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70514 
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1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
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Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 
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Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 

P.O.  Box  667 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

RAYNE  STATE  BANK 

AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  99 

Duson,  LA.  70529 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  sponsored  the  14th  Annual  Fall  Crafts 
Festival  in  Baton  Rouge  on  October  21  &  22,  1989.  The  League's  Festival  Commit- 
tee is  as  follows:  General  Co-Chairpersons,  Lynn  Simon  of  Franklin  and  Cheryl 
Gonsoulin  of  New  Iberia;  Sugar  House  Booth,  Connie  Schudmak  of  White  Castle, 
Becky  Harang  of  Donaldsonville,  and  Mickey  Blanchard  of  Baton  Rouge;  Educa- 
tional Booth,  Julana  Senette  of  Franklin  and  Janet  Boudreaux  of  Patterson; 
Cookbook  Booth,  Ramon  andKathryn  Billeaud  of  New  Orleans;  Treat  Street  Booth, 
Karen  Gay  of  Plaquemine;  Decorations  and  Decor,  Anne  Timmons  and  Rhetta  Col- 
lignon  ofBrusly.  Over  50  volunteers  helped  the  committees  man  the  various  booths. 

The  following  guest  editorial  was  written  for  the  Sugar  Bulletin  by  Anne 
Timmons,  wife  of  Board  Member  Glenn  Timmons. 

SUGAR  INDUSTRY  SPONSORSHIP  OF  FALL 
CRAFTS  FESTIVAL  IS  A  GREAT  SUCCESS 


The  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  came 
to  Baton  Rouge  in  a  big  way  on  October 
21  and  22.  During  that  weekend  an 
estimated  69,000  people  attended  the 
14th  Annual  Fall  Crafts  Festival,  spon- 
sored by  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League.  The  two  days  of  perfect  autumn 
weather  featured  good  food  and  music, 
sales  of  quality  hand-crafted  art  pieces, 
and  the  opportunity  to  make  many  new 
friends  for  sugar. 

Tall  stalks  of  sugar  cane  from 
Cinclare  Sugar  Mill  decorated  five 
blocks  of  North  Boulevard,  giving 
downtown  Baton  Rouge  a  real  Louisiana 
harvest-time  look.  As  title  sponsor,  the 
Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  had  booths 
located  in  key  spots  on  the  festival  site. 
The  booths,  decorated  with  50  kilo  sugar 
export  bags  donated  by  Amstar  Corpora- 
tion and  Colonial  Sugars,  were  manned 
by  volunteers  from  all  areas  of  the 
industry. 

A  converted  bus  stop  became  the 
"Sugar  House"  booth,  complete  with  a 


working  smokestack  and  a  plot  of  cane 
nearby.  Constructed  by  carpenters  from 
Cora  Texas  Sugar  Mill,  it  was  designed 
and  planned  by  Gus  and  Micky  Blan- 
chard, Becky  Harang,  and  Connie 
Schudmak.  Volunteers  from  F.  C.  Schaf- 
fer  and  Associates  in  Baton  Rouge  ex- 
plained raw  sugar  processing  and  served 
as  sugar  ambassadors  with  "I  Love 
Sugar"  fans,  packages  of  natural  (raw) 
and  refined  sugar,  and  cookbooks  for  the 
public.  Questions  from  the  many  visitors 
to  the  "Sugar  House"  covered  issues  as 
diverse  as  causes  of  hyperactivity  in 
children,  the  number  of  sugar  mills  in 
Louisiana,  where  to  obtain  raw  sugar, 
and  the  well-known  Feingold  Diet, 
which  allows  sugar  since  it  is  a  natural 
food.  Sugar's  "fattening"  image  changed 
when  festival-goers  were  convinced  that 
there  are  only  16  calories  per  teaspoon. 
"Many  teachers  asked  for  samples  of 
raw  sugar  and  information  for  their 
classrooms,"  said  Mickey  Blanchard. 
(Continued  on  page  17) 
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LAST  CALL  FOR  1990  WASHINGTON,  D.C.  BUS  TRIP 

In  the  October  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin  a  notice  of  a  bus  trip  to  be  held 
in  early  1990  was  printed.  Plans  are  progressing  on  this  trip  and  at  the  present 
time  there  are  nearly  enough  names  to  fill  one  bus.  There  are  still  a  few  seats 
available  on  a  first-come,  first-serve  basis.  If  there  is  enough  interest  we  can 
also  have  a  second  bus. 

If  you  are  interested  in  participating,  send  in  the  following  form  to  the 
League  Office  immediately. 

At  the  present  time  the  price  of  the  trip  has  not  been  made  definite. 
However,  it  appears  that  it  will  be  in  the  range  of  $450  to  $500  per  person.  This 
cost  will  include  bus  transportaion,  hotel  costs  (based  on  double  occupancy), 
refreshments  on  the  bus,  and  the  admission  price  to  some  of  the  sites  in  the 
Washington,  D.C.  area.  The  only  costs  it  does  not  include  are  meals,  souvenirs, 
etc. 

Plans  are  that  the  bus  will  leave  the  Jeanerette  area  on  the  morning  of 
Sunday,  March  4,  1990,  making  stops  in  the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi 
River  areas.  Sunday,  Monday  and  Tuesday  morning  will  be  spent  traveling  to 
the  Washington,  D.C.  area.  Tuesday  afternoon,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day morning  will  be  spent  touring  in  the  Washington  area,  visiting  Congres- 
sional offices,  visiting  the  many  museums  and  memorials,  and  touring  USDA 
facilities  in  Beltsville,  Maryland.  On  Wednesday  evening  we  are  planning  a 
reception  with  U.S.  Senators,  House  members,  and  their  staff  people.  This 
reception  will  probably  include  some  type  of  "cajun  meal".  Friday  afternoon, 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  March  11  will  be  spent  returning  to  Louisiana. 


YES  I  AM  INTERESTED  IN  THE  1990  BUS  TRIP  TO  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 


PLEASE  RETURN  TO:         AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

1990  BUS  TRIP 
P.O.  BOX  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70302 
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DISTRICT  3  &  4  HIGH  YIELD 
AWARD  WINNERS  1988 


Joe  Beaud  Jr.  of  New  Roads  received  a 
sugarcane  high  yield  award  for  farmers 
in  his  category  (2500  acres  or  more).  He 
produced  an  average  of  5,050  lbs.  of 
sugar  per  acre  on  2,570  acres.  The  high 
yield  contest  is  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service 
and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 


Brian  and  Keith  Thibodeaux  of  Labadieville  were  the  1989  Louisiana  Sugar- 
cane High  Yield  Award  winners  for  Assumption,  Lafourche  and  Terre- 
bonne parish  farms  of  5-49  acres.  Shown  with  the  brothers  is  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service  County  Agent  Donald  Nolan  of  Assumption 

Parish,   at  right.  (Extension  photo  by  Tom  Merrill) 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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Randall  LeGlue  (left),  White 
Castle,  has  been  recognized 
in  the  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
High  Yield  Awards 
Program  for  having  the 
best  sugar  yield  in  1988 
among  farms  with  100-299.9 
acres  of  cane  in  the  river 
parishes.  At  right  is  County 
Agent  Louis  Favaron  with 
the  Iberville  Parish  office 
of  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension 
Service.  Awards  were 
presented  September  22  in 
New  Iberia. 


The  Himel  and 

Hernandez  Farm,  Rt.  1, 

White  Castle,  has  been 

recognized  in  the 

Louisiana  Sugarcane 

High  Yield  Awards 

Program  for  having  the 

best  sugar  yield  in  1988 

among  farms  with  5-49.9 

acres  of  cane  in  the 

river  parishes.  Kenneth 

Hernandez  (left) 

operates  the  farm  along 

with  Nolan  Himel,  who 

was  not  available  for 

the  photograph.  At 

right  is  County  Agent 

Louis  Favaron  with  the 

Iberville  Parish  office 

of  the  Louisiana 

Cooperative  Extension 

Service.  Awards  were 

presented  Sept.  22  in 

New  Iberia. 


(Continued  on  page  8) 
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The  Matherne  brothers  of  Thibodaux  were  the  1989  Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Award  winners  from  farmers  with  500-999  acres  in  Assumption,  Lafourche 
and  Terrebonne  parishes.  Shown,  from  left,  are  Kirlin  Matherne,  J.  C. 
"Jake"  Matherne,  Lafourche  Parish  County  Agent  Dalton  Landry  of  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service,  Francis  Matherne  and  Clarence 

"Buck"   Matherne   Jr.  (Extension  photo  by  Tom  Merrill) 

m 


The  M.  Rodrigue  &  Son  farm  at  Vacherie  has  been  recognized  in  the  Lou- 
isiana Sugarcane  High  Yield  Awards  Program  for  having  the  best  sugar 
yield  in  1988  among  farms  with  50-99.9  acres  of  cane  in  the  river  parishes. 
Left  to  right  are  Jerry  Rodrigue,  Alfred  Rodrigue  Sr.,  Harold  Rodrigue  and 
County  Agent  Larry  Brock  of  the  St.  John  Parish  office  of  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Service.  Awards  were  presented  Sept.  22  in  New 
Iberia.  (Continued  on  page  20) 
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NOTICE  TO  LANDLORD  MEMBERS 

At  a  special  membership  meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  held 
in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana  on  August  17, 1989,  Section  V  of  the  charter  was  amended 
as  follows: 

A.  The  classes  of  membership  of  this  Corporation  and  the  dues  applicable  to 
each  are  as  follows: 

1.  Producer  Member:  An  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  produc- 
ing or  growing  sugar  cane,  but  not  processing  or  manufacturing  such 
cane  into  cane  products,  shall  be  a  Producer  Member.  The  dues  for  such 
membership  shall  be  ten  cents  (IOC)  per  gross  ton  of  sugar  cane  produced 
and  sold.  Producer  Members  may  authorize  the  owner  of  the  factory 
pruchasing  their  cane  to  pay  the  dues  for  their  account. 

2.  Processor  Member:  An  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  (in- 
cluding a  cooperative  association)  operating  a  sugar  factory  or  factories 
processing  sugar  cane,  or  operating  a  farm  and  a  sugar  factory  or  fac- 
tories growing  and  processing  sugar  cane,  shall  be  a  Processor  Member. 
The  dues  for  such  membership  shall  be  the  sum  of  (1)  ten  cents  per  gross 
ton  of  sugar  cane  processed  (including  cane  produced  by  such  processor) 
and  (2)  ten  cents  per  gross  ton  of  sugar  cane  produced  and  processed  or 
sold  by  such  processor. 

3.  Landlord  Member:  An  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  which 
leases  its  property  to  another  for  the  production  of  sugar  cane  and 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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NOTICE  TO  LANDLORD  MEMBERS 

(Continued  from  page  9) 

receives  as  rental  a  percentage  or  share  of  the  crops  produced  thereon  a 
percentage  or  share  of  the  proceeds  of  such  crops  shall  be  a  Landlord 
Member.  The  dues  for  such  membership  shall  be  $100.00  for  each  1,000  tons 
(or  fraction  thereof)  of  sugar  cane  or  the  proceeds  thereof  received  by  such 
member  as  rent;  provided,  however,  that  the  maximum  dues  for  a  Landlord 
Member  shall  be  $500.00  per  year. 

4.  Associate  Member:  A  'share  basis'  landlord  as  defined  in  subparagraph 
V.A.3.  above  who  chooses  not  to  become  a  Landlord  Member,  and  a  proper- 
ty owner  whose  property  is  leased  to  another  for  the  production  of  sugar 
cane  and  whose  rent  is  paid  on  a  'cash'  as  opposed  to  a  'share'  basis  shall 
be  an  Associate  Member.  The  dues  for  such  membership  shall  be  set  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  is  author- 
ized to  adjust  the  amount  of  said  dues  from  time  to  time. 

5.  Commercial  Member:  Subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
and  individual,  partnership,  corporation  or  other  commercial  or  financial 
business  unit  dealing  with  producers  or  processors  of  sugar  cane,  or  deal- 
ing in  sugar  cane,  sugar,  syrup,  molasses  or  other  products  or  by-products 
of  sugar  cane,  shall  be  a  Commercial  Member.  The  dues  for  such  member- 
ship shall  be  set  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  Board 
of  Directors  is  authorized  to  adjust  the  amount  of  said  dues  from  time  to  time. 

B.  With  respect  to  each  class  of  membership,  co-owners  of  property  or  joint 
operators  shall  constitute  a  single  member  and  shall  collectively  have  only  the 
number  of  votes  to  which  a  single  member  is  entitled. 

Therefore,  beginning  in  1990,  landlords  who  choose  to  be  members  must  remit 
their  dues  directly  to  the  League  office  in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  Please  note  that 
landlords  with  tenants  on  a  share  basis  may  choose  to  become  Landlord  Members 
(Section  3.)  on  the  basis  of  $100  per  1,000  share  tons.  This  membership  provides 
for  voting  rights  and  all  privileges  of  membership.  If  a  landlord  desires,  associate 
membership  (Section  4.)  is  available  for  $10.  This  class  membership  will  receive 
The  Sugar  Bulletin  but  will  be  excluded  from  voting.  Below  is  a  form  to  be  com- 
pleted and  returned  to  the  League  office  for  membership  application. 

Name: 

Address:   

Type  Membership: 

□  Landlord  at  $100  per  1,000  ton  share 

Name  and  Address  of  Tenant(s):  (use  additional  paper  if  needed) 

Name: 

Address:   

□  Associate  at  $10.00 

Enclosed  is  $ for  (type  membership)   

Mail  completed  form  and  payment  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League,  P.  O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
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Mailing  List  Update 

□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

D  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State . 


Zip. 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

P.O.  DRAWER  938 
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For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


U.S.  SUBMITS  GATT  PROPOSAL 

The  United  States  submitted  its 
comprehensive  long-term  GATT  pro- 
posal for  agricultural  trade  reform  at 
the  October  meeting  of  the  Agricultural 
Negotiating  Group  in  Geneva.  The  U.S. 
proposal,  which  did  not  contain  com- 
modity specific  proposals,  includes  pro- 
visions to  convert  all  non-tariff  barriers 
to  tariffs  on  January  1,  1991  and 
gradually  reduce  or  eliminate  those 
tariffs  over  a  10-year  period.  Quotas  on 
imports,  such  as  sugar,  are  considered 
non-tariff  barriers.  Acknowledging  that 
tariffication  would  take  time  to  put  in 
place,  the  U.S.  proposal  provided  for  an 
interim  "tariff  quota"  which  would  pro- 
vide for  the  gradual  increase  of  quota 
levels  until  they  can  be  converted  into 
tariffs.  In  addition,  the  tariffication  plan 
includes  a  safeguard  provision  which 
would  allow  for  temporary  import  pro- 
tection if  imports  surge  during  a  specific 
period. 

The  U.S.  proposal  also  calls  for  the 
elimination  of  all  export  subsidies  over 
a  five-year  period.  Internal  price  support 
programs  would  be  subjected  to  a  "red 
light-yellow  light-green  light"  test 
under  which  some  "trade  distorting" 
supports  such  as  those  directly  linked  to 
production  or  marketing  would  be 
eliminated  while  those  programs  not 
linked  to  production  would  be  allowed. 
Other  permitted  programs  would  in- 
clude disaster  assistance,  food  aid, 
market  and  promotion  programs  and 
general  services  such  as  extension,  in- 
spection and  grading,  etc. 

The  European  Community  im- 
mediately rejected  the  U.S.  proposal 
stating  that  it  was  a  "step  backwards" 
from  the  mid-term  agreement  reached 
in  April  and  that  it  was  an  attempt  to 
scrap  the  EC's  Common  Agricultural 
Policy  (CAP)  rather  than  an  attempt  to 


adjust  existing  farm  policies.  The  pro- 
posal was  well  received  by  the  Cairns 
Group  —  especially  Australia,  Argen- 
tina and  Uruguay  —  with  Canada  being 
somewhat  more  reserved  in  its  praise 
and  requesting  more  details.  Reactions 
from  Japan  were  mixed. 

The  Agricultural  Negotiating  Group 
will  meet  again  in  November  at  which 
time  the  EC  is  expected  to  submit  its 
comprehensive  proposal. 

MINIMUM  WAGE  LEGISLATION 
APPROVED  BY  CONGRESS 

The  White  House  and  Congress 
reached  a  compromise  on  a  minimum 
wage  package  which  the  House  and 
Senate  quickly  approved.  The  House 
voted  382-37  in  favor  of  the  legislation, 
and  the  Senate  approved  it  by  a  vote  of 
89-8.  President  Bush  has  said  he  will 
sign  the  bill  into  law.  Under  the  com- 
promise, the  minimum  wage  will  be 
raised  from  the  current  $3.35  per  hour 
to  $3.80  per  hour  on  April  1,  1990,  and 
again  to  $4.25  per  hour  on  April  1, 1991. 

Also  included  in  the  compromise  is 
a  90-day  subminimum  training  wage, 
set  at  85  percent  of  the  full  minimum 
wage  for  workers  age  16  to  19  with  less 
than  six  months  of  job  experience.  This 
could  be  extended  an  additional  90  days 
if  the  company  uses  a  government- 
certified  training  program  for  young 
workers.  The  training  wage  would  not 
apply  to  agricultural  workers. 

BUSH  ADMINISTRATION 

UNVEILS  PESTICIDE/FOOD 

SAFETY  PROPOSAL 

The  Bush  Administration  unveiled 
a  proposal  October  26  to  overhaul 
pesticide  and  food  safety  laws  and  speed 
up  the  removal  of  dangerous  pesticides 
from  the  market.  The  proposal  seeks  to: 

(Continued  on  page  13) 


12 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 
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(1)  protect  public  from  exposure  to  harm- 
ful substances  in  the  food  system;  (2)  im- 
prove certainty  of  pesticide  use  regula- 
tions for  both  farmers  and  public;  (3) 
assure  that  pesticides  proven  to  be  un- 
safe are  not  used  and  helping  speed 
development  of  alternative  pest  control 
sources;  and,  (4)  bolstering  public  con- 
fidence in  U.S.  food  supply  now  and  in 
the  future.  Several  pesticide/food  safety 
bills  have  already  been  introduced  in 
Congress. 


CONGRESSIONAL  STAFFERS 
VISIT  SUGAR  INDUSTRY 

Twelve  congressional  staff  members 
from  Washington  visited  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  industry  last  month  as  guests 
of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 
The  staffers  visited  Jerry  McKee's  farm 
in  Thibodaux  to  view  sugarcane 
harvesting  operations  and  later  were 
given  a  tour  of  the  sugar  mill  at  South 
Coast  Sugars  in  Raceland.  The  purpose 
of  the  League  tour  was  to  give  the  con- 
gressional staffers  an  opportunity  to 
view  firsthand  sugarcane  harvesting 
and  mill  operations  and  to  hopefully 
gain  a  better  understanding  of  the  sugar 
industry  and  its  importance  to  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 


USDA  CROP 
PRODUCTION  REPORT 

In  its  November  Crop  Production 
Report,  USDA  forecasts  sugarcane  pro- 
duction at  30.4  million  tons,  1  percent 
less  than  the  October  forecast  but  2  per- 
cent above  last  year's  output.  National- 
ly, acreage  is  up  2  percent  from  1988  but 
the  expected  yield  per  acre  is  0.2  tons 


lower.  Larger  crops  than  a  year  earlier 
are  expected  in  Florida  and  Louisiana. 
However,  Hawaii  and  Texas  expect  a 
smaller  output. 

Sugarbeet  production  is  forecast  at 
26.0  million  tons,  down  2  percent  from 
the  October  forecast  but  5  percent  above 
last  year's  harvest.  The  increase  is  a 
combined  result  of  higher  yields  and  a 
2  percent  increase  in  acreage.  Yields  are 
expected  to  average  19.6  tons  per  acre 
nationally  compared  with  19.1  last  year. 
Production  is  expected  to  be  higher  than 
last  year  in  all  states  except  California 
and  Nebraska. 

November  estimates  for  sugarcane 
and  sugarbeets  are  as  follows: 

(Continued  on  page  19) 


1  want  to  buy  your  wrecked, 
burnt  or  salvaged  tractor  —  Hi 
Crop  or  Row  Crop. 

Also  want  "old"  Hi  Crop  J. D. 

2  cylinder  tractors. 

We  SELL  new,  used  and 
rebuilt  tractor  parts  at  "BIG" 
savings. 

CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

(318)  276-3453 

(318)  276-6230 

Jeanerette,  LA 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

EARLY  FROST/FREEZE  -  MUD  AND  RAIN  -  DRAIN  FIELDS 


The  third  week  of  October  brought 
unusually  early,  cold  temperatures  to 
the  Louisiana  cane  area  with  a  frost  oc- 
curring throughout  much  of  the  belt  and 
a  light  freeze  occurring  elsewhere. 
However,  very  little  damage  was 
evidenced  from  these  temperatures  with 
terminal  bud  damage  being  seen  only  in 
the  northern  areas  of  the  cane  belt  and 
in  the  low  elevation  fields  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  belt.  This  small  amount 
of  damage  only  served  to  help  cane 
maturity  and  probably  avoided  some 
late  applications  of  Polado.  Late  cane 
planting  has  continued  in  nearly  all 
areas  of  the  cane  belt  as  lateral  buds  ap- 
pear good  in  most  fields. 

Some  earlier  planted  fields  had  gone 
without  sufficient  moisture  for  too  long. 
Inspections  made  by  League 
Agronomists  Windell  Jackson  and 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  have  found 
some  planted  fields  in  whch  stalks  have 
dried  out  badly  and  germination  is  very 
poor.  Fortunately,  these  fields  occupy 
only  a  small  percentage  of  the  state's 
planting  but  they  can  be  found  in  near- 
ly all  areas  of  the  belt.  Some  growers 
have  plowed  out  these  earlier  planted 
fields  and  have  already  replanted  them 
this  fall.  At  this  time,  it  is  difficult  to 
predict  what  the  stand  will  be  in  those 
fields  which  were  dried  out  and  also  in 
those  fields  which  were  replanted  late. 

MUD  AND  RAIN 

During  the  second  and  third  weeks 
of  November  heavy  rains  fell 
throughout  much  of  the  cane  belt.  These 
rains  were  welcomed  by  those  who  had 
planted  cane  in  need  of  moisture  but 
was  not  good  for  harvest  conditions. 
Some  areas  of  the  belt  recorded  in  excess 
of  10  inches  with  most  of  the  belt  receiv- 
ing only  two  inches.  Although  it  hurts 


CRS  and  increases  sediment  at  the  core 
lab,  these  rains  may  improve  field 
weights  in  plant  cane  later  in  the 
harvest  season.  Unfortunately,  there 
was  some  lodging  experienced  during 
these  heavy  rains,  especially  in  the 
Mississippi  River  and  Bayou  Lafourche 
areas.  This  lodged  cane  will  undoubted- 
ly add  to  field  losses  of  cane  and  lower 
CRS  from  earlier  predictions. 

Yields  of  cane  appear  to  be  slightly 
higher  than  last  year  for  some  growers 
although  in  certain  areas  of  the  belt 
cane  tonnage  is  reduced.  Cane  quality 
has  been  averaging  near  last  year's 
figure  and  as  of  this  writing  is  above  200 
pounds  CRS.  Sugar  per  acre,  which  is 
really  the  value  that  growers  should  be 
thinking  about  is  generally  running  at 
or  above  last  year's  value.  Some  growers 
are  indicating  yields  of  sugar  per  acre 
some  500  to  800  pounds  of  sugar  higher 
than  the  1988  crop  at  this  same  time. 
Other  growers  are  very  near  their  final 
yields  from  the  1988  crop.  As  is  normal- 
ly the  case,  the  weather  between  now 
and  the  end  of  grinding  will  dictate  what 
the  final  yields  will  be.  However,  it 
would  appear  that  final  sugar  per  acre 
yields  should  be  above  5500  pounds. 
With  the  acreage  for  harvest  for  sugar 
in  1989,  we  should  again  produce  some 
800,000  tons  of  sugar.  If  good  harvest 
conditions  exist,  yields  and  total  produc- 
tion could  easily  exceed  these  values. 

KEEP  FIELDS  DRAINED 

Growers  are  of  course  reminded  that 
it  is  extremely  important  to  keep  fields 
well  drained  during  the  winter  months. 
The  small  drain  machine  tractors  that 
many  growers  keep  in  the  fields  at  all 
times  and  constantly  run  the  drains 
behind  the  loading  operation  are 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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invaluable.  Those  growers  that  do  not 
have  the  man  power  to  keep  the  drain 
cleaner  in  the  fields  at  all  times  should 
at  least  run  the  drains  at  the  end  of  each 
day  or  every  couple  of  days.  It  is  so  im- 
portant that  standing  water  be  kept 
away  from  the  stubble  pieces  during  the 
prolonged  cold  temperatures  that  will 
undoubtedly  occur  later  this  winter. 
There  has  been  considerable  research 
over  the  years,  much  of  it  by  Cade 
Carter  of  USDA,  to  demonstrate  the 
losses  in  cane  tonnage  that  occur  when 
fields  are  not  kept  well  drained.  Take 
the  time  NOW  to  get  the  job  done  well. 
It  can  pay  off  in  next  year's  yields. 


Tell  Them  You  Saw  It  In 
THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


ATTENTION 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN 

Announces  Its 

Precision  Grading  Service 
Lazerplane  Equipped 

*  Better  drainage 

*  Better  weed  control 

*  Increase  acreage 

Also  Agent  for 
Spectro  Physics 
Laser  Plane  Sale 

St.  James,  Louisiana  70086 

(504)  265-3965 


The  Ford  7610  DOES  IT  ALL 

The  COMPLETE     1      ,  FOR 

SUGARCANE     .1      ~T       ItSS 
MACHINE       jtSSmfitZ*.    MONPf 


•  Clean  Drains 

•  Pull  3  Rows 

•  Cut  Grass 

•  Open  Rows 


BEST  UTILIZATION  OF  DOLLARS  because 

the  Ford  86  PTO  h.p.  DOES  MORE  THAN  JUST  ONE  JOB! 

M&L  TRACTOR  Company 

A  DIVISION  OF  M&L  INDUSTRIES 


Houma,  LA 
Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Broussard,  LA 


1210  St.  Charles  Street 
5810  Airline  Hwy. 
Hwy.  90 


Ph.  800-969-0068 
Ph.  800-960-0069 
Ph.  800-960-0067 
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Board  Member  Joe  Boudreaux  has  donated  the  sugar  kettle  above  to  be  used 
in  conjunction  with  the  landscaping  at  the  new  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of- 
fice building.  The  sugar  kettle  was  donated  in  memory  of  Joe's  father,  Mr.  Jean 
L.  Boudreaux.  Mr.  Boudreaux  was  a  sugar  cane  farmer  for  over  40  years  in  the 
Thibodaux  area.  As  a  grower,  he  was  a  member  and  strong  supporter  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  One  of  the  organizers  and  original  Board  members 
of  Caldwell  Sugar  Cooperative,  Mr.  Jean  also  served  the  Co-op  as  2nd  Vice  Presi- 
dent. A  charter  member  of  the  Lafourche  Farm  Bureau,  he  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  until  his  untimely  death  in  1971. 

The  sugar  kettle,  which  is  symbolic  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry,  is  a  very 
befitting  memorial  to  Mr.  Jean  Boudreaux. 


CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  International  3688 
High  Clearance  low  hours, 
$20,500.  1066  with  cab  $8,500. 
1086  4  Post  $9,500.  J.  D.  4430 
$12,500  with  cab  &  air.  High 
Clearance  4430  16,500.  4230 
$8,500. 

WILL  TAKE  TRADE 

Call  Grady 

Dugas  Farms  (318)  845-4774 


SUGAR 

BULLETIN 

WANT 

ADS 

GET 

RESULTS! 
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"Our  enlarged  working  drawing  of  a 
sugar  mill  made  describing  the  process 
so  much  easier. 

Charlie  Schudmak  and  Jacquelyn 
Birkett  assisted  their  mothers  Connie 
and  Patty  in  distributing  10,000  fans  to 
visitors  to  the  "Sugar  House".  Connie 
observed,  "The  reception  to  us  has  been 
wonderful  at  this  festival.  I  find  it  uplift- 
ing to  represent  our  industry  in  such  a 
positive  setting." 

Crafts  Day  at  Magnolia  Mound 
Plantation  on  Friday  and  Treat  Street 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  were  two 
events  especially  for  children.  Treat 
Street  served  as  the  area's  safe  altern- 
ative to  trick-or-treating  and  was  located 
on  the  lawn  of  the  Old  State  Capitol. 
Costumed  youngsters  knocked  on  doors 
of  12  make-believe  houses  and  were 
"treated"  by  teenagers  from  St.  Joseph's 
Academy,  the  Catholic  High  Key  Club, 
and  the  Plaquemine  4-H  Club,  enlisted 
by  Rhetta  Collignon  and  Karen  Gay. 

Karen  Gay  and  her  family  from  St. 
Louis  Plantation  demonstrated  to 
13,000  children  awaiting  a  trip  down 
Treat  Street  how  sugar  cane  grows  and 
is  planted  with  a  hands-on  display. 
"Most  people  don't  realize  that  sugar 
cane  is  grown  from  the  stalk,  not  from 
seed  like  other  crops,"  said  Karen.  "And 
many  people  have  asked  us  why  cane 
fields  are  burned."  Andrew  and  Nancy 
Gay  gave  a  taste  of  raw  sugar  to  curious 
youngsters,  while  Sugar  Queen  Wendy 
Thomas  of  Houma  autographed  copies  of 
Farm  Bureau  coloring  books.  Ronnie 
Gonsoulin  and  John  Gay  chopped  short 
pieces  of  cane  variety  number  321, 
which  is  softer  and  sweeter,  for  trick-or- 
treat  bags  so  children  could  chew  it  or 
grow  it  at  home. 


Neng  Lor,  textile  artist  from  Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota,  recalled  that  as  a 
youth  in  Laos  his  family  planted  and 
harvested  sugar  cane  by  hand,  pressed 
the  stalks  between  two  sticks  to  extract 
the  juice,  boiled  it  in  an  open  kettle, 
then  dried  it  in  the  sun. 

On  the  boulevard  Jane  deGravelles 
greeted  festival-goers  with  a  friendly 
welcome  and  a  "Hi  Sugar"  sticker  to 
wear.  Cookbook  collectors  and  early 
Christmas  shoppers  purchased  over 
1,000  copies  of  "From  the  Sugar  Bowl" 
from  super-salespeople  Kathryn  and 
Ramon  Billeaud  and  their  assistants. 

Louisiana  Department  of 
Agriculture  representative  Linda 
Shacklette  was  thanked  by  both  farmers 
and  teachers  for  her  presentation  on  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  and  the  many 
products  derived  from  it.  Linda  stated, 
"People  were  glad  to  learn  which  brands 
are  refined  within  our  state  so  that  they 
can  buy  Louisiana  products." 

"Sugar,  Nature's  Own  Sweetener" 
is  the  educational  booth  created  by 
Julana  Senette  and  Janet  Boudreaux  for 
both  Crafts  Day  and  for  the  festival. 
Here  urbanites  saw  examples  of 
bagasse,  turbanado  sugar,  brown  sugar, 
powdered  sugar,  refined  white  sugar 
and  even  a  rare  flower  from  a  sugar  cane 
plant,  in  addition  to  an  overview  of  the 
sugar  process  from  the  fields  to  the 
refinery.  Julana's  enthusiasm  and  hard 
work  motivated  festival  volunteers  from 
the  planning  stages  to  the  end. 

This  writer  made  up  15  baskets  of 
sugar  products  with  generous  donations 
from  Amstar  Corporation,  Colonial 
Sugars,  Supreme  Sugar,  Steen's  Syrup, 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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(Continued  from  page  17) 


Glenwood  Co-op,  Cinclare  Sugar  Mill, 
and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 
Prior  to  the  festival,  baskets  were 
delivered  as  promotions  to  media  per- 
sonalities and  to  V.LP.'s  such  as  the 
Governor,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  the 
Mayor,  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture.  Sugar  baskets  were 
displayed  until  3:00  each  day,  at  which 
time  they  were  raffled  off. 

Enthusiastic  feedback  revealed  reac- 
tions to  industry  involvement  in  the 
upscale  event.  "I  have  had  reports  of 
good  positive  reactions  to  sugar  as  a  pro- 
duct and  to  the  sugar  industry  sponsor- 
ship," said  Cheryl  Gonsoulin,  general 
co-chairperson  with  Lynn  Simon.  "A  lot 
of  people  we  talked  to  were  nostalgic 
about  sugar  cane  growing  and  harvest- 
ing as  part  of  their  own  familiy 
histories.  Louisianans  say  they  want  our 
industry  to  remain  strong  because  it  is 
part  of  their  culture  and  heritage." 

Gary  Ravetto,  Executive  Director  of 
the  River  City  Festivals  Association, 
which  produced  the  Fall  Crafts  Festival, 
added,  "We  feel  that  sugar  is  a  healthy 
industry  in  Louisiana  today  and  for  the 
future.  That's  why  we  chose  you  as  title 
sponsors." 

From  the  Sugar  Association  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  Ann  Bouchoux  alter- 
nated between  the  "Sugar  House"  and 
the  educational  booth.  This  forum  gave 
her  the  opportunity  to  answer  many 
health-related  questions  on  the  use  of 
sugar,  as  well  as  distribute  informa- 
tional material  from  the  Sugar  Associa- 
tion. As  the  festival  drew  to  a  close,  Ann 
commented,  "This  is  one  of  the  nicest 
events  I  ever  attended  and  rarely  have 
I  seen  positive  reactions  to  sugar." 

The  volunteers  felt  that  we  had  pro- 


duced some  good  public  relations  for  the 
Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  and  for  sugar 
consumption  in  general.  In  addition,  we 
had  a  good  time  and  got  to  know  each 
other  better;  hopefully  there  will  be  op- 
portunities in  the  future  for  team-work 
of  this  kind  to  promote  the  commodity 
that  provides  our  livelihood. 

We  received  a  lot  of  thank-you's  and 
praise  for  other  efforts  and  hard  work. 
The  following  letter  from  Bonnie  Ben- 
nett, winner  of  the  Saturday  sugar  pro- 
ducts raffle,  is  my  personal  favorite: 

Route  2,  Box  156 
Zachary,  LA  70791 
October  22,  1989 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 
P.O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Dear  Sir: 

It  was  to  my  greatest  surprise  that 
my  name  was  drawn  to  win  your 
beautiful  basket  "goodies."  I  will  sure- 
ly be  able  to  use  with  pride  each  and 
everything  in  the  basket. 

Then,  I  will  be  able  to  use  the  basket 
for  various  uses. 

It  was  most  thoughtful  of  you  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  festival.  Please  continue 
to  help  us  here  in  Louisiana  by  produc- 
ing your  product. 

Again,  may  I  say,  it  was  a  total  sur- 
prise to  win  this  gift,  and  many  thanks 
to  you  and  the  other  persons  who  helped 
produce  this  festival. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Bonnie  Bennett 
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AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CALIF 

212.0 

192.0 

25.0 

26.5 

6,091 

5,300 

5,088 

COLO 

38.6 

40.0 

22.8 

23.0 

803 

880 

920 

IDAHO 

166.0 

177.0 

24.6 

23.5 

4,277 

4,084 

4,160 

MICH 

145.0 

153.0 

16.5 

17.0 

2,911 

2,393 

2,801 

MINN 

334.0 

342.0 

14.2 

16.0 

6,200 

4,743 

5,472 

MONT 

48.9 

52.1 

21.1 

20.0 

1,086 

1,032 

1,042 

NEBR 

62.2 

63.3 

21.2 

19.0 

1,102 

1,319 

1,203 

N  MEX  2/ 

.7 

2/ 

12.9 

2/ 

2 

9 

2/ 

NDAK 

175.5 

178.0 

14.7 

16.5 

3,161 

2,580 

2,728 

OHIO 

14.7 

16.6 

15.9 

16.0 

269 

234 

266 

OREG 

14.1 

15.0 

26.7 

27.1 

422 

376 

407 

TEX 

33.0 

36.0 

21.9 

22.0 

621 

723 

792 

WYO 

56.0 

61.2 

20.3 

20.0 

1,127 

1,137 

1,224 

OTHER  3/ 

1.8 

29.4 

53 

US 

1,300.7 

1,328.0 

19.1 

19.6 

28,072 

24,810 

25,938 

1/  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED 
SPRING  PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CALIF.  2/  INCLUDED  IN  OTHER  STATES  TO  AVOID 
DISCLOSURE  OF  INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS.  3/  INCLUDES  NEW  MEXICO  AND 
WASHINGTON. 


SUGARCANE  FOR  SUGAR  AND  SEED 


AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD  1/ 

PRODUCTION  1/ 

STATE 

IND 

IND 

IND 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

FLA 

421.0         427.0 

31.6           32.0 

13,469       13,304       13,664 

HAW 

86.1           80.0 

90.6           85.5 

8,195         7,804         7,100 

LA 

305.0         320.0 

25.3           27.0 

6,469         7,708         8,640 

TEX 

33.2           35.7 

32.8           29.0 

1,085         1,088            964 

US 

845.3         862.7 

35.4           35.2 

29,218       29,904       30,358 

1/NET  TONS. 

CROP  PRODUCTION 
NOVEMBER  1989 


AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  BOARD, 
NASS,  USDA 
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The  M.  Rodrigue  &  Son  Inc.  farm  at  Vacherie  has  been  recognized  in  the 
Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Awards  Program  for  having  the  best  sugar 
yield  in  1988  among  farms  with  500-999.9  acres  of  cane  in  the  river  parishes. 
At  left  is  County  Agent  James  Garrett  with  Jerry  Rodrigue,  Alfred  Rodrigue 
Sr.  and  Harold  Rodrigue.  Awards  were  presented  Sept.  22  in  New  Iberia. 
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Waguespack  Farm  Inc.,  Rt.  2,  St.  James,  was  recognized  in  the 
Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Awards  Program  for  having 
the  best  sugar  yield  in  1988  among  farms  with  1,000-2499.9 
acres  of  cane  in  the  river  parishes.  Managers  of  the  farm  are 
(left  to  right)  Charles  Waguespack  and  Carl  Waguespack. 
Awards  were  presented  Sept.  22  in  New  Iberia. 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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South  Coast  Sugars  Inc.  of  Raceland  was  the  1989  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
High  Yield  Award  Winner  for  farms  of  more  than  2,500  acres  in  Assump- 
tion, Lafourche  and  Terrebonne  parishes.  Shown,  from  left,  are  South  Coast 
representatives  Brian  Zeringue,  Robert  Gautreaux,  Danny  Broussard, 
Morris  Matherne  and  Harris  LeBlanc  with  Lafourche  Parish  County  Agent 
Dalton  Landry  of  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service. 

(Extension  photo  by  Tom  Merrill) 


Michael  Waguespack,  manager  of 
A.J.W.  Waguespack  Inc., 
Vacherie,  was  recognized  in  the 
Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Awards  Program  for  having  the 
best  sugar  yield  in  1988  among 
farms  with  200-499.9  acres  of  cane 
in  the  river  parishes.  Awards 
were  presented  Sept.  22  in  New 
Iberia. 
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Arcement  Equipment  Corp.  was  the  winner  of  the  1989  Louisiana  Sugar- 
cane High  Yield  Award  for  farms  from  1,000-2,499  acres  in  Assumption, 
Lafourche  and  Terrebonne  parishes.  Shown,  from  left,  are  Assumption 
Parish  County  Agent  Donald  Nolan  of  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Exten- 
sion Service,  Daniel  Arcement,  Ashley  Arcement  and  Richard  Arcement. 


(Extension  photo  by  Tom  Merrill) 


Denis  Knobloch  Jr.  of  Raceland  was  the  1989  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award 
winner  for  farmers  with  100-199  acres  in  Assumption,  Lafourche  and  Ter- 
rebonne parishes.  Shown  with  Knoblock  is  Lafourche  Parish  County  Agent 
Dalton  Landry  of  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service,  at  right. 

(Extension  photo  by  Tom  Merrill)  (Continued  071  page  23) 
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Thomas  Richard  of  Raceland  was  the  1989  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award 
winner  for  farmers  with  50-99  acres  in  Assumption,  Lafourche  and  Ter- 
rebonne parishes.  Shown  with  Richard  is  Lafourche  Parish  County  Agent 
Dalton  Landry  of  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service,  at  right. 

(Extension  photo  by  Tom  Merrill) 


The  Acosta  brothers  of  Thibodaux  were  the  1989  Sugarcane  High  Yield 
Award  winners  for  farmers  with  200-499  acres  in  Assumption,  Lafourche 
and  Terrebonne  parishes.  Shown,  from  left,  are  P.  J.  Acosta,  Manuel  Acosta 
and  Bobby  Acosta. 

(Extension  photo  by  Tom  Merrill) 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

11th  Floor       Fidelity  Homestead  Bldg. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70514 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK 

IN  DONALDSONVILLE 

P.O.  BOX  108        Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  Suite  700 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 


NATIONAL  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 

P.O.  Box  667 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

RAYNE  STATE  BANK 

AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  99 

Duson,  LA.  70529 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 

The  following  guest  editorial  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  articles  that  will  become 
a  regular  feature  in  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  The  author  of  the  column,  to  be  entitled 
"In  The  Factory",  is  Dr.  Stephen  Clarke  of  the  LSU  Audubon  Sugar  Institute.  The 
information  in  this  and  forthcoming  issues  will  be  of  a  technical  and  practical  nature. 

IN  THE  FACTORY 


This  is  the  first  article  I  am  writing 
for  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  Each  month  I 
plan  to  deal  with  a  separate  topic  related 
to  some  aspect  of  raw  cane  sugar  factory 
operation.  I  welcome  response  to  what 
I  write  in  this  series  and  also  sugges- 
tions for  topics  to  be  covered.  The  views 
expressed  are,  I  hope,  technically  sound, 
but  are  mine  alone  and  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Ex- 
periment Station.  Although  the  series  is 
primarily  technical  in  nature,  I  thought 
it  best  to  begin  with  some  general  and 
personal  comments  from  the  perspective 
of  having  been  with  the  Louisiana 
Sugar  Industry  for  ten  years  at  the 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute. 

My  introduction  to  the  cane  sugar 
industry  was  in  Jamaica  where,  when 
teaching  chemistry  at  the  University  of 
the  West  Indies,  I  worked  closely  with 
their  research  group.  I  moved  to  the  full- 
time  research  position  here  on  the  expec- 
tation that  the  unit  being  put  together 
would  become  one  of  the  premier  cane 
sugar  processing  research  and  develop- 
ment centers.  Although  the  potential 
still  exists,  financial  constraints  have  so 
far  prevented  this,  and  we  lack  the 
critical  mass  of  scientists  and  engineers 
required  to  broadly  address  the  prob- 
lems and  potential  of  the  industry.  The 
relationship  between  the  processors  and 
the  research  group  was  poorly  defined 


at  the  beginning  but  has  evolved  into  an 
interdependent  system  and  the  in- 
dustry, through  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  has  become  increasingly 
generous  in  its  support  of  the  work  of  the 
researchers.  Major  roles  of  our  group  are 
as  a  clearing  house  for  information  and 
ideas  and  the  recommendation  of  new 
and/or  better  technical  practices  for  the 
industry.  Such  developments  may  be 
based  on  work  done  here  or  from  other 
sources.  The  purpose  of  this  series  is  to 
report  and  comment  on  the  develop- 
ments and  techniques  which  may  be  of 
value  —  frequently  I  hear  ideas  from  fac- 
tory personnel  for  which  the  background 
information  is  available  from  other 
sugar,  and  non-sugar,  industries.  Some 
ideas  at  first  appear  to  be  wild  and  crazy 
but  may  contain  the  germ  of  something 
very  useful. 

Two  mills  have  closed  since  I  came 
to  Louisiana  and,  although  the  situation 
seems  to  be  fairly  stable  at  present,  we 
can  expect  more  closings  as  the 
economics  of  size  become  more  impor- 
tant. My  first  impression  of  many  of  the 
mills  was  that  they  were  no  more  ad- 
vanced or  well-managed  than  those  in 
the  third  world  with  which  I  was 
familiar.  However,  more  exposure  to  the 
industry  showed  great  variation  in  fac- 
tory   character    —    some    clean,    well 

(Continued  on  page  13) 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


NOTICE  TO  LANDLORD  MEMBERS 

At  a  special  membership  meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  held 
in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana  on  August  17, 1989,  Section  V  of  the  charter  was  amended 
as  follows: 

A.  The  classes  of  membership  of  this  Corporation  and  the  dues  applicable  to 
each  are  as  follows: 

1.  Producer  Member:  An  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  produc- 
ing or  growing  sugar  cane,  but  not  processing  or  manufacturing  such 
cane  into  cane  products,  shall  be  a  Producer  Member.  The  dues  for  such 
membership  shall  be  ten  cents  (10<P)  per  gross  ton  of  sugar  cane  produced 
and  sold.  Producer  Members  may  authorize  the  owner  of  the  factory 
pruchasing  their  cane  to  pay  the  dues  for  their  account. 

2.  Processor  Member:  An  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  (in- 
cluding a  cooperative  association)  operating  a  sugar  factory  or  factories 
processing  sugar  cane,  or  operating  a  farm  and  a  sugar  factory  or  fac- 
tories growing  and  processing  sugar  cane,  shall  be  a  Processor  Member. 
The  dues  for  such  membership  shall  be  the  sum  of  (1)  ten  cents  per  gross 
ton  of  sugar  cane  processed  (including  cane  produced  by  such  processor) 
and  (2)  ten  cents  per  gross  ton  of  sugar  cane  produced  and  processed  or 
sold  by  such  processor. 

3.  Landlord  Member:  An  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  which 
leases  its  property  to  another  for  the  production  of  sugar  cane  and 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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NOTICE  TO  LANDLORD  MEMBERS 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

receives  as  rental  a  percentage  or  share  of  the  crops  produced  thereon  a 
percentage  or  share  of  the  proceeds  of  such  crops  shall  be  a  Landlord 
Member.  The  dues  for  such  membership  shall  be  $100.00  for  each  1,000  tons 
(or  fraction  thereof)  of  sugar  cane  or  the  proceeds  thereof  received  by  such 
member  as  rent;  provided,  however,  that  the  maximum  dues  for  a  Landlord 
Member  shall  be  $500.00  per  year. 

4.  Associate  Member:  A  'share  basis'  landlord  as  defined  in  subparagraph 
V.A.3.  above  who  chooses  not  to  become  a  Landlord  Member,  and  a  proper- 
ty owner  whose  property  is  leased  to  another  for  the  production  of  sugar 
cane  and  whose  rent  is  paid  on  a  'cash'  as  opposed  to  a  'share'  basis  shall 
be  an  Associate  Member.  The  dues  for  such  membership  shall  be  set  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  is  author- 
ized to  adjust  the  amount  of  said  dues  from  time  to  time. 

5.  Commercial  Member:  Subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
and  individual,  partnership,  corporation  or  other  commercial  or  financial 
business  unit  dealing  with  producers  or  processors  of  sugar  cane,  or  deal- 
ing in  sugar  cane,  sugar,  syrup,  molasses  or  other  products  or  by-products 
of  sugar  cane,  shall  be  a  Commercial  Member.  The  dues  for  such  member- 
ship shall  be  set  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  Board 
of  Directors  is  authorized  to  adjust  the  amount  of  said  dues  from  time  to  time. 

B.  With  respect  to  each  class  of  membership,  co-owners  of  property  or  joint 
operators  shall  constitute  a  single  member  and  shall  collectively  have  only  the 
number  of  votes  to  which  a  single  member  is  entitled. 

Therefore,  beginning  in  1990,  landlords  who  choose  to  be  members  must  remit 
their  dues  directly  to  the  League  office  in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  Please  note  that 
landlords  with  tenants  on  a  share  basis  may  choose  to  become  Landlord  Members 
(Section  3.)  on  the  basis  of  $100  per  1,000  share  tons.  This  membership  provides 
for  voting  rights  and  all  privileges  of  membership.  If  a  landlord  desires,  associate 
membership  (Section  4.)  is  available  for  $10.  This  class  membership  will  receive 
The  Sugar  Bulletin  but  will  be  excluded  from  voting.  Below  is  a  form  to  be  com- 
pleted and  returned  to  the  League  office  for  membership  application. 

Name: 

Address:   

Type  Membership: 

□  Landlord  at  $100  per  1,000  ton  share 

Name  and  Address  of  Tenant(s):  (use  additional  paper  if  needed) 

Name: 

Address:   

□  Associate  at  $10.00 

Enclosed  is  $ for  (type  membership)   

Mail  completed  form  and  payment  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League,  P.  O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


U.S.  SUGAR  QUOTA  INCREASED 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clayton 
Yeutter  announced  November  24  that 
the  sugar  import  quota  would  be  in- 
creased by  272,915  metric  tons  (about 
300,835  short  tons),  from  1,986,950 
metric  tons,  raw  value,  to  2,259,865 
metric  tons,  effective  November  27.  This 
was  the  second  increase  in  the  quota  in 
11  weeks  and  represents  a  13.5  percent 
increase.  In  making  the  announcement 
Secretary  Yeutter  said,  "This  change  in 
the  level  of  the  quota  is  necessary  to 
alleviate  a  tightness  in  our  sugar 
market  caused  by  unexpectedly  low  end- 
ing stocks  and  a  production  shortfall." 
The  quota  period  remains  unchanged 
from  January  1,  1989  through 
September  30,  1990. 

Shipping  patterns  for  quota  sugar 
were  also  announced  directing  how 
much  sugar  the  eight  largest  producers 
can  export  to  the  United  States  during 
a  given  time  period  to  avoid  import 
surges.  All  other  countries  with  a  quota 
allocation  may  ship  their  quota  alloca- 
tion at  any  time  during  the  current 
quota  period.  The  new  shipping  patterns 
are  as  follows,  in  metric  tons,  raw  value: 

Authorized  to  Authorized  to  Authorized  to 
Ship  During  Ship  During  Ship  During 
1/1/89-12/31/89      1/1/90-3/31/90       4/1/90-9/30/90 


Argentina 

54,301 

12,676 

25,354 

Australia 

104,813 

24,469 

48,939 

Brazil 

183,107 

42,743 

85,500 

Dominican 

Republic 

222,255 

51,881 

103,779 

El  Salvador 

36,521.24 

8,863 

17,728.36 

Guatemala 

60,615 

14,150 

28,303 

Peru 

51,775 

12,087 

24,175 

Philippines 

199,524 

46,576 

93,165 

New  country-by-country  allocations 
were  also  announced  by  the  U.  S.  Trade 
Representative.  Panama's  allocation,  in- 
cluding 23,403  metric  tons  from  the 
previously  announced  quota  and  7,395 
metric  tons  allocated  out  of  the  increase 
in  the  quota  remains  suspended. 


USDA  OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE 

USDA  held  its  66th  annual  agri- 
cultural outlook  conference  in  early 
December  predicting  that  1990  will  be 
a  favorable  year  for  farmers  and  con- 
sumers. During  the  Sweetener  Outlook 
session,  speakers  projected  world  sugar 
production  for  1989/90  at  105.7  million 
metric  tons,  slightly  more  than  last 
year,  and  the  fourth  straight  record 
high.  Still,  expected  use  of  108.2  million 
tons  will  exceed  the  record  harvest  by 
2.5  million  tons  which  will  draw  down 
global  sugar  stocks  for  the  fifth  year  in 
a  row.  World  prices  are  running  in  the 
range  of  14-15  cents  per  pound.  The 
tightening  balance  between  world  pro- 
duction and  use  could  boost  world 
market  prices  significantly.  Higher 
prices,  though,  would  dampen  increases 
in  sugar  use  in  several  countries,  most 
notably  in  India  and  China. 

On  the  domestic  side,  USDA  forecast 
U.  S.  sugar  production  would  rise  slight- 
ly from  last  year,  but  output  will  be 
about  350,000  tons  below  the  record  out- 
put of  2  years  ago.  Deliveries  of  U.  S. 
sugar  for  domestic  use,  which  had  been 
in  a  9-year  slide  until  1986/87,  have  ex- 
panded each  year  since.  Use  could  rise 
another  1  percent  this  year.  There  are 
indications  that  the  substitution  of  corn 
sweeteners  for  sugar  has  leveled  off. 

1990  FARM  BILL  ACTIVITY 

House  Agriculture  Committee 
Chairman  Kika  de  la  Garza  (D-TX)  and 
ranking  member,  Representative  Ed 
Madigan  (R-IL)  have  indicated  plans  to 
introduce  1985  farm  bill  to  open  debate 
on  1990  legislation.  According  to  com- 
mittee staff,  mark-up  in  House  is  ex- 
pected in  February  with  all  subcommit- 
tees reporting  bill  by  April.  On  Senate 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

DR.  J.  NORMAN  EFFERSON  -  CROP  REPORT 
-  VARIETAL  PERFORMANCE 


Dr.  J.  Norman  Efferson,  Chancellor 
Emeritus  of  the  LSU  Center  for 
Agricultural  Sciences  and  Rural 
Development  after  his  retirement  in 
1980,  died  on  Saturday  November  18, 
1989.  Dr.  Efferson  was  a  native  of 
Holden  and  began  his  career  at  LSU  in 
1938  as  Assistant  Professor  of 
Agricultural  Economics  with  the 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station.  Dur- 
ing his  42  year  career  he  also  served  as 
Director  of  the  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  and  Dean  of  the  College  of 
Agriculture.  As  head  of  the  Experiment 
Station,  Dr.  Efferson  was  involved  with 
the  release  of  numerous  varieties  of 
sugarcane  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry through  the  three-way  agree- 
ment between  LSU,  USDA  and  the 
League. 

Dr.  Efferson  also  served  as  an  inter- 
national commodity  specialist  with  the 
USDA,  a  consultant  for  the  Rockefeller 
Foundation,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Council  and  Economic 
and  Cultural  Affairs,  and  agricultural 
representative  on  the  Panel  on 
Economic  and  Social  Policy. 

In  addition  to  his  numerous  trips  to 
foreign  countries  to  make  recommenda- 
tions, he  had  served  on  a  task  force 
named  by  President  John  Kennedy  to 
appraise  the  national  farm  program  and 
make  recommendations  on  the  types  of 
farm  programs  needed.  Dr.  Efferson  was 
named  as  the  1963  Man  of  the  Year  in 
Service  to  Louisiana  Agriculture  by  the 
Progressive  Farmer  Magazine  and 
authored  at  least  three  major  text  and 
reference  books. 

Dr.  Efferson  was  truly  devoted  to 
agriculture.  His  efforts  have  had  an  im- 
pact not  only  on  Louisiana  agriculture 


but  also  on  international  agriculture. 
His  expertise  and  dedication  will  be  sad- 
ly missed. 

CROP  REPORT 

Estimates  as  of  December  15,  1989 
indicate  that  the  21  raw  sugar  factories 
in  Louisiana  will  grind  in  excess  of 
8,350,000  gross  tons  of  sugarcane  in 
1989.  This  is  some  8%  more  than  the 
7,763,000  tons  of  cane  ground  in  1988. 
In  order  to  accurately  calculate  per  acre 
yields,  growers  need  to  report  their  seed 
cane  acreage  to  the  ASCS  office  so  that 
the  acres  harvested  for  sugar  can  be 
determined.  It  is  estimated  that  294,000 
acres  were  used  for  harvest  for  sugar 
which  would  give  a  state  yield  of  slight- 
ly more  than  28  gross  tons  of  cane  per 
acre.  This  is  only  about  2%  more  than 
the  1988  crop  which  is  below  most  ear- 
ly estimates.  More  seed  acreage  may 
have  been  used  which  would  decrease 
the  acreage  harvested  for  sugar  and  in- 
crease the  per  acre  yields.  This  is  the 
reason  it  is  very  important  that  growers 
accurately  report  their  acreage  used  for 
seed.  Without  these  numbers  it  is  very 
difficult  to  track  our  own  production. 

Sugar  yields  are  approximately  205 
pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  as  of  mid 
December.  If  these  estimated  yields  are 
achieved  by  year's  end,  Louisiana 
should  produce  in  excess  of  850,000  tons 
of  sugar  in  1989  which  would  be  the 
largest  quantity  of  sugar  ever  produced 
in  this  industry. 

VARIETAL  PERFORMANCE 

Many    growers    are    reporting   ex- 
tremely poor  harvestability  in  the  two 
newest  varieties  released  to  this  in- 
dustry. Earlier  in  the  season  when  still 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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(Continued  from  page  10) 

erect,  CP  76-331  and  CP  79-318  were  ac- 
ceptable in  harvestability.  However, 
heavy  rains  and  wind  during  November 
and  December  caused  lodging  in  both  of 
these  varieties.  CP  79-318  gave  extreme 
difficulty  to  many  growers  when  lodged. 
Varietal  recommendations  have  in- 
dicated that  both  of  these  varieties  were 
somewhat  brittle.  Although  the  brittle 
condition  caused  significant  yield  losses 
it  is  probably  good  that  growers  ex- 
perienced the  brittleness  in  these 
varieties  before  the  acreage  got  out  of 
hand.  It  will  be  unfortunate  if  these 
varieties  cannot  be  used  in  the  industry 
since  their  yields  were  found  to  be  good 
on  most  tests  and  by  most  growers. 
However,  making  good  yields  and  being 
able  to  deliver  good  yields  are  greatly 
different  and  brittleness  can  account  for 
serious  losses  in  both  of  these  varieties 
as  evidenced  by  many  growers  in  1989. 
Some  complaints  have  been  received 
about  the  maturity  in  CP  72-370  not  be- 
ing as  good  as  in  past  years.  Also 
numerous  complaints  about  tall  "bull 
shoots  or  water  shoots"  have  been  made 
in  both  CP  72-370  and  CP  74-383.  In 
both  varieties  poor  sugar  yields  were  at- 
tributed to  this  condition  by  a  number 
of  growers  especially  in  the  Bayou  Teche 
region  of  the  belt. 
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burnt  or  salvaged  tractor  —  Hi 
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2  cylinder  tractors. 

We  SELL  new,  used  and 
rebuilt  tractor  parts  at  "BIG" 
savings. 

CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

(318)  276-3453 
(318)  276-6230 

Jeanerette,  LA 


JANUARY  1,  1990 


11 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

Mailing  List  Update 

□  Address  change.  Please  attach  top 
portion  of  front  cover  containing 
your  name  and  address. 

D  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  THE 
SUGAR  BULLETIN.  Please  remove 
my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Mail  to: 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

P.O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA.  70302 


For  changes  in  present  subscription,  ad- 
dress imprint  from  front  cover  must  be 
attached. 


FOR  THE 

LATEST 

INFORMATION 

in  the 

SUGARCANE 

INDUSTRY 

and 

FARM 

PRODUCTS 

READ 

and 

ADVERTISE 

in 

THE 

SUGAR 

BULLETIN 


12 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE  LEAGUE 


(Continued  from  page  4) 


managed  and  with  an  esprit  de  corps 
among  all  the  personnel,  and  others 
perhaps  best  described  as  the  opposite. 
Some  mills  have  made  considerable  pro- 
gress in  modernization  and  increased 
capacity  over  my  time  with  the  industry. 
I  have  tried  to  become  familiar  with 
each  of  the  mills  and  their  staff  and  to 
learn  the  particular  characteristics  and 
foibles  of  each.  The  intense  pace  of  the 
Louisiana  grinding  season  makes  fac- 
tory operation  rather  different  from  that 
in  other  cane  areas  and  many  of  the  per- 
sonnel have  seen  little  of  other  sugar  in- 
dustries. Given  operating  conditions  like 
the  heavy  rain  experienced  this  crop,  I 
am  sometimes  awed  that  the  farmers 
and  mills  just  keep  on  going.  A  visit  to 
our  sister  industry,  sugar  beet,  would  be 
a  valuable  experience  for  the  mill 
engineers  and  fabrication  staff.  Some 
projects  have  required  my  spending 
more  time  at  some  mills;  the  choice  of 
factories  is  made  on  the  basis  of  the 
specific  conditions  required  for  the  pro- 
ject. I  cannot  think  of  a  mill  where  I 
have  not  been  very  welcome  and  this  is 
one  of  the  very  pleasant  aspects  of  my 
position. 

The  emphasis  of  the  Louisiana  in- 
dustry has  been,  for  good  reason,  on  cane 
throughput  and  relatively  little  effort 
has  been  into  maximizing  sugar 
recovery.  There  is  a  lack  of  data  for  good 
internal  factory  control  and,  as  far  as  I 
can  discover,  no  study  has  been  done  to 
look  in  detail  into  the  actual  losses  in 
the  factories,  for  example,  due  to  inver- 
sion or  entrainment.  This  is  realized  by 
many  managers  but  there  is  often  a 
shrug  and  comment  that  "this  is  the 
best  we  can  do".  It  is  possible  to  get 
much  better  data  but  this  bill  will  re- 
quire investment  in  scales  and,  in  some 
cases,  improved  laboratory  operations. 


I  would  even  go  as  far  as  to  say  that  the 
ability  for  good  chemical  control  is  the 
first  area  I  would  look  at  in  making  a 
judgment  of  the  quality  of  a  particular 
mill. 

The  cane  sugar  industry  is  a  mature 
industry;  it  has  evolved  a  set  of  process- 
ing practices  (extraction,  purification, 
concentration  and  crystallization)  that 
are  based  on  the  nature  of  the  raw 
material,  cane.  Although  research  may 
yield  new  approaches  to  individual  steps 
in  the  process,  it  is  very  unlikely  that 
fundamental  changes  in  the  process  will 
occur.  The  continued  existence  of  the 
cane  sugar  industry  depends  upon  its 
ability  to  produce  sugar  efficiently;  even 
if  other  sucrose  based  industries  are 
developed,  they  will  choose  the  most 
economic  source  of  their  raw  material. 
There  is  much  to  be  done  and  I  look  for- 
ward to  being  part  of  the  future  of  the 
industry. 


It's  your 
future 


Take  stock  in  America 

Buy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  8) 


side,  extensive  hearings  are  planned  for 
February  and  March,  with  mark-up 
beginning  in  late  March.  Floor  action  is 
expected  in  both  bodies  by  early  next 
summer.  It  is  questionable  whether  con- 
ference agreement  could  be  reached 
before  the  August  recess.  However,  1990 
is  an  election  year  and  October  5  has 
been  mentioned  as  a  date  for  completion 
of  all  legislation  for  the  year. 

At  USDA's  outlook  conference, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clayton  Yeut- 
ter  said  the  Administration  would  begin 
expressing  its  views  on  the  1990  Farm 
Bill  shortly  after  New  Year's  Day  and 
that  the  House  Agriculture  Committee 
approach  of  using  the  1985  Farm  Bill  as 
a  starting  point  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  Administration.  The  Administration 
would  then  work  with  each  Subcommit- 
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tee  to  hone  and  polish  changes  that  they 
think  should  be  included  in  new 
legislation. 


GATT  UPDATE 

New  proposals  from  the  14-nation 
Cairns  Group  of  agricultural  producing 
countries,  from  Japan  and  from  South 
Korea  were  submitted  at  the  November 
meeting  of  the  agricultural  negotiating 
group  (ANG)  in  Geneva  but  failed  to 
break  the  deadlock  over  farm  support 
prices.  The  Cairns  proposal  is  similar  to 
the  one  submitted  in  October  by  the 
United  States  which  was  rejected 
outright  by  the  European  Community. 
U.S.  representatives  said  that  while 
Washington  generally  is  favorable  to 
the  Cairns  proposal,  it  would  like  to  see 
more  detail  on  how  developing  countries 
would  be  treated  during  the  transitional 
period  following  an  agreement. 

U.S.  negotiators  said  the  Japanese 
proposal,  which  seeks  to  embody  the 
question  of  food  security  in  the  negotia- 
tions, was  moving  them  backward,  not 
forward. 

The  ANG  will  meet  again  in 
December  at  which  time  it  is  expected 
the  European  Community,  Austria  and 
the  Nordic  countries  will  table  their 
comprehensive  proposals.  Once  all  the 
proposals  are  tabled,  the  ANG  staff  will 
begin  in  January  to  assemble  all  of  the 
documents  into  one  comprehensive 
paper  listing  the  areas  in  agreement, 
disagreement,  compromise  potential, 
etc.  The  agricultural  negotiating  group 
will  then  meet  in  February. 

On  a  separate  GATT  matter,  there 
is  current  speculation  that  panel  finding 
on  the  U.S. -EC  sugar  case  (Section  22 
waiver)  may  be  decided  in  December. 
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CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  International  3688 
High  Clearance  low  hours 
$20,500;  1 066  w/cab  $8,500;  1086 
4  post  canopy  $9,500;  J.  D.  4430 
$12,500  w/cab  and  air;  High 
Clearance  4430  $16,500;  4230 
$8,500  2  J.D.  3-Row  Choppers; 
6-Row  Amco  Hippers;  8-Row 
Amco  Hipper.  Will  Take  Trade. 
Dugas  Farms  (318)  845-4774. 

FOR  SALE:  D-8  Cat  Dozer  36  A  or 
will  trade  for  smaller  Dozer.  Ernie 
Plessala(318)  229-4871. 


WANTED   TO   BUY:    1    No.    12 

Motor  Grader  Model  99E.  1  HD-16 
Allis  Chambers  Dozer.  Ernie 
P!essala(318)  229-4871. 

FOR  SALE:  Broussard  Self- 
Propelled  Cane  Loader.  Alton 
Landry  (504)  545-8429. 

FOR  SALE:  Cameco  Two-Row, 
John  Deere  Engine  $90,000,  (504) 
627-9641 . 

FOR  SALE:  J  &  L  L-16  Self  Pro- 
pelled Loader,  AC  Engine, 
$15,000,  (504)  627-9641. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
LOUISIANA  SUGAR  CANE  GROWERS 

AND 

PROCESSORS 

FOR  A  VERY 

SUCCESSFUL  CROP 

IN  1989 


JANUARY  1,  1990 


15 


Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

11th  Floor       Fidelity  Homestead  Bldg. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70514 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK 

IN  DONALDSONVILLE 

P.O.  BOX  108        Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  Suite  700 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 


NATIONAL  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 

P.O.  Box  667 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

THOMSON  MACHINERY  CO.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

RAYNE  STATE  BANK 

AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  99 

Duson,  LA.  70529 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 
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OFFICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A. 


ANNOUNCING  THE 

SIXTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE 

U.S.A.,  INC. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  28,  1990 

THIBODAUX  CIVIC  CENTER 

310  N.  CANAL  BLVD. 

THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 

REGISTRATION  BEGINS  AT  8:00  A.M. 

At  this  Meeting  there  will  be  an  election  of  Members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Immediately  following  the  Annual  Meeting,  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  Foundation  will  hold  a  meeting 

to  elect  a  Board  of  Directors. 

All  Members  of  the  League  Will  Please  Consider 
This  as  an  Official  Notice  to  Attend 


We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 
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FEBRUARY  1,  1990 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 

The  Sixty-Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  will 
be  held  on  Wednesday,  February  28,  1990  at  the  Civic  Center  on  Canal  Blvd.  in 
Thibodaux,  LA. 

The  tentative  agenda  is  as  follows: 
8:00  a.m.  —  Registration  —  Civic  Center  Lobby  (Coffee  and  Donuts  available) 

10:00  a.m.  —  Opening  Session  —  Civic  Center  Plantation  Room: 

1.  President's  Report  —  William  Patout,  III 

2.  Key  Note  Speaker  —  Dr.  William  Davis,  Chancellor,  La.  State  University 

3.  Finance  Committee  Report  —  Ramon  Billeaud,  Chairman 

4.  Election  of  Board  of  Directors 

11:30  a.m.  —  Cocktails  (Cash  Bar)  —  Civic  Center  Lobby 
12:00  noon  —  Buffet  Luncheon  (Seafood  Jambalaya)  —  Civic  Center 
Plantation  Room 
1:00  p.m.  —  Afternoon  Session  —  Civic  Center  Plantation  Room 

1.  Research  Committee  Report  —  Roddy  Hulett,  Chairman 

2.  Legislative  Committee  Report  —  Jerry  McKee,  Chairman 

3.  Other  Business 


The  ladies  attending  are  most 
welcome  to  the  business  sessions.  For 
those  who  are  not  interested,  a  coffee 
will  be  held  in  the  Conference  Room  of 
the  League  Office  following  the  Key 
Note  Speaker's  address.  After  meeting 
for  cocktails  and  lunch  at  the  Civic 
Center,  a  committee  of  ladies  has  an  in- 
formal afternoon  session  planned. 

A  registration  form  for  the  meeting 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 


is  found  on  page  6  in  this  issue  ot  tne 
Sugar  Bulletin.  Each  person/couple 
wishing  to  attend  the  meeting  should 
mail  in  a  meeting  registration  form.  Ad- 
ditional registration  forms  are  also 
available  at  all  sugar  mill  offices. 

In  order  to  qualify  to  vote  at  the 
meeting,  the  bottom  portion  of  the 
registration  form,  "Official  Voter 
Registration  Form",  must  also  be  com- 
pleted. Only  one  voter  registration  form 
for  each  farm  or  mill  entity  should  be 
mailed.  Please  note  that  the  completed 
registration  form  must  be  returned  by 
February  20,  1990. 

The  Officers,  Directors,  and  Staff  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  en- 
courage your  attendance  and  participa- 
tion at  this  annual  meeting.  Please 
make  every  effort  to  pre-register  and 
return  your  registration  forms  as  soon 
as  possible. 
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THE 

ULTIMATE 

'DRAIN  CLEANER  TRACTOR" 

IS 
COMING: 


SEE  THESE  LOCAL  DEALERS: 


SWITZER  SALES  AND  SERVICE 
Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)  276-6384 


LANIER  INTL.,  INC. 
Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 


LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY  INC. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  357-6453  (504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


KEJIII 
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AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 
SIXTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Wednesday,  February  28,  1990 
*  j  Thibodaux  Civic  Center  —  Thibodaux,  LA 

1  I  OFFICIAL  MEETING  REGISTRATION  FORM 

Si  ,o 

|   j       NAME. .  o 


eg 


ADDRESS:  |  I 


SPOUSE'S  NAME  (if  attending): 


Please  return  by  FEBRUARY  20,  1990  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 
P.  O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 
OFFICIAL  VOTER  REGISTRATION  FORM 

EACH  DUES  PAYING  ENTITY  WISHING  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  ELECTION  OF 
OFFICERS  DURING  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  SHOULD  FILL  IN  ONE  VOTER 
REGISTRATION  FORM. 


GROWER  MEMBER: 
Farm  Name  (under  which  dues  are  paid):. 
Voting  Delegate:  


PROCESSOR  MEMBER: 

Factory  Name:  


■o 

1. 

Voting  Delegate:  I   1 

LANDLORD  MEMBER:  I   | 

^1  II 

°  Name: I  ] 

Voting  Delegate: 


PLEASE  RETURN  TO  THE  LEAGUE  OFFICE  IN  THIBODAUX 
BY  FEBRUARY  20,  1990. 
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Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 

of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League 


The  following  were  nominated  by  the  committee  to  serve  on  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of  Directors,  beginning  February  28,  1990: 


Grower  Members 


Frances  "Pat"  Accardo 
Bryan  Allain 
J.  G.  Beaud,  Jr. 
Ramon  E.  Billeaud 
Joseph  E.  Boudreaux 
Lawrence  Dugas 
Paul  Ellender 
John  F.  Gay 
Ronald  Gonsoulin 
Warren  Harang,  III 


Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 
Kenneth  Kahao 
Denis  Lanaux 
Jerome  McKee 
Howard  Robichaux 
Raphael  Rodriguez 
Frank  Sotile 
Roland  Talbot 
Daniel  Viator 
Eugene  Woods 


Processor  Members 


Bert  Beyt 

Felix  Blanchard 

F.  Neal  Bolton 

Patrick  Cancienne 

Fred  Y.  Clark 

Dan  Duplantis 

Camille  "Mike"  Graugnard 

Roddy  Hulett 

Melvin  Landry 

Irving  Legendre,  Jr. 


D.  C.  Mattingly 
William  S.  Patout,  III 
Kenneth  Peltier 
R.  L.  Roane,  Jr. 
Mel  Schudmak 
David  Stewart 
Jackie  Theriot 
James  Thibaut 
John  Thibaut 
Glenn  Timmons 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


GATT  UPDATE 

The  European  community  finally 
presented  its  detailed  plan  for  revising 
world  agricultural  trade  to  the  General 
Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  (GATT) 
December  20.  As  previously  reported, 
the  United  States  submitted  its  com- 
prehensive long-term  GATT  proposal  for 
agricultural  trade  reform  in  October. 
Other  countries,  including  Japan  and 
the  Cairns  Group  of  agriculture  export- 
ing countries,  have  also  already 
presented  their  proposals  for  agriculture 
trade  reform. 

Generally,  the  EC  proposal:  (1)  re- 
jects the  U.S.  position  that  agricultural 
subsidies  should  be  eliminated  entirely, 
but  endorses  only  a  "progressive  and 
substantially,"  although  unspecified, 
reduction  in  domestic  supports.  The  EC 
proposes  an  experiment  of  five  years 
during  which  time  countries  would 
agree  to  reduce  supports  with  a  review 
at  the  end  of  the  fourth  year  to  assess 
the  results  of  such  action;  (2)  indicates 
they  would  entertain  the  idea  of  tariff- 
ication  to  a  limited  extent;  (3)  insists  on 
the  right  to  "rebalance"  agricultural 
protection  which  would  allow  countries 
to  redistribute  support  to  farm  sectors 
that  previously  received  weak  projec- 
tions; and,  (4)  refers  to  export  subsidies 
only  by  stating,  "the  amount  granted  to 
exports  could  not  exceed  that  levied  on 
imports."  This  means  the  EC  will  not 
forego  export  subsidies  —  only  reduce 
them  to  the  level  of  duties  on  imports  of 
a  given  commodity. 

While  the  United  States  said  it 
welcomed  the  EC  proposal  and  considers 
it  a  valuable  step  forward,  it  was  disap- 
pointed that  there  had  been  no  apparent 
movement  on  the  question  of  export  sub- 
sidies. The  United  States  also  rejected 
the     EC's     rebalancing     proposal. 


Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clayton  Yeut- 
ter  said  that  although  the  United  States 
and  the  European  Community  remain 
far  apart  over  the  best  way  to  liberalize 
global  agricultural  trade,  he  is  still  "an 
optimist"  on  the  prospects  for  a  suc- 
cessful farm  accord  in  the  GATT 
negotiations. 

YEUTTER  COMMENTS  ON 
SUGAR  PROGRAM 

At  a  news  conference  on  December 
21,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clayton 
Yeutter  told  reporters  that  substantive 
changes  to  the  U.S.  sugar  program  will 
not  be  made  before  the  conclusion  of  the 
Uruguay  Round  because  the  U.S.  posi- 
tion continues  to  be  that  it  will  not 
unilaterally  disarm  its  sugar  program. 
"The  GATT  case  gives  us  additional 
responsibility,  but  we  still  have  to  have 
some  debate  as  to  what  our  obligations 
are,"  he  said.  "We're  not  going  to 
unilaterally  disarm  any  programs  under 
the  farm  bill,  but  this  doesn't  mean  that 
all  changes  in  the  program  are  off- 
limits,  because  not  all  changes  would  af- 
fect the  Uruguay  Round,"  Yeutter  said. 
Yeutter  also  said  he  does  not  expect  the 
1990  farm  bill  to  include  any  "funda- 
mental" changes  to  existing  farm  law 
but  that  if  there  is  a  successful  Uruguay 
Round,  he  would  expect  to  see  more 
fundamental  changes  arising  in  1991. 
Yeutter  has  previously  said  that  if  an 
agreement  is  reached  on  reforming 
agricultural  trade  in  the  Uruguay 
Round,  Congress  will  be  asked  to  revisit 
the  farm  bill  to  tailor  it  to  the  new 
GATT  agreement. 

Reportedly,  Secretary  Yeutter  said 
he  plans  to  forward  the  Bush  Ad- 
ministration's farm  legislation  recom- 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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(Continued  from  page  8) 


mendations  to  Capitol  Hill  within  the 
next  two  weeks,  pledging  that  the  pro- 
posal will  reach  the  Hill  before  he 
testifies  at  a  Senate  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee hearing  on  February  7. 

REALLOCATION  OF  BRAZIL'S 
SUGAR  QUOTA  POSSIBLE 

U.S.  Trade  Representative  Carla  Hills 
announced  January  4  that  Brazil's 
sugar  quota  will  be  reallocated  if  it  fails 
to  ship  up  to  125,940  metric  tons  of 
quota  sugar  to  the  United  States  by 
February  5.  Hills  said  that  despite 
assurances  over  the  past  several  months 
from  the  Brazilians  concerning  quota 
sugar  exports  so  far  none  has  material- 
ized. Brazil's  quota  allocation  for  the 
period    January    1,    1989    through 


September  30,  1990  is  311,  350  metric 
tons  raw  value.  While  Brazil  was 
authorized  to  ship  up  to  183,107  metric 
tons  by  December  31, 1989,  only  57,166 
metric  tons  under  quota  have  been 
shipped  and  none  has  been  exported  to 
the  U.S.  since  last  May.  During  the 
same  period,  Brazil  exported  over 
500,000  metric  tons  of  sugar  to  other 
countries. 


CROP  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

The  1989  Crop  Production  Summary 
was  issued  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  on  January  11.  The  1989 
totals  for  sugarcane  and  sugarbeets  are 
as  follows: 

(Continued  on  page  15) 


^  First  South 

%    Production  Credit  Association 

Experienced  and  Knowledgeable 
Agricultural  Lender 

Offices  in 


New  Iberia 


Thibodaux 


Farmer  Owned 
Since  1934 


LESTER  SIMON 

Regional  V.P. 
(318)364-0217 


HARVEY  GONSOULIN 

Regional  V.P. 

(504)  446-9450 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

1989  CROP  COMPLETED  -  CHRISTMAS-TIME  FREEZE 


On  December  31,  1989,  the  last  of 
the  cane  of  this  season  was  ground  by 
the  St.  James  Sugar  Cooperative.  When 
the  freeze  conditions  of  December  21-25 
were  experienced,  there  were  only  five 
mills  still  in  operation  with  approx- 
imately 1%  of  the  tonnage  for  1989  still 
remaining  in  the  field.  A  total  of  over 
8,329,000  tons  were  ground  during  1989 
with  an  additional  small  amount  of 
acres  abandoned.  Most  of  the  abandoned 
acreage  was  left  because  growers  could 
not  get  into  the  fields  due  to  the  exten- 
sive rains  and  the  lodged  cane  which 
existed  throughout  much  of  the  belt. 

Growers  need  to  be  reminded  that, 
unlike  stubble  cane,  plant  cane  harvest 
recommendations  call  for  varieties  to  be 
cut  by  the  level  of  cold  tolerance  they 
possess  rather  than  on  maturity.  By 
mid-December  only  CP  70-321  and  CP 
65-357  should  be  left  in  the  field  for 
harvest.  League  Agronomists  observed 
too  many  acres  of  other  varieties  re- 
maining for  harvest  following  the  hard 
freeze  during  the  period  of  December 
13-16.  This  freeze  had  little  impact  on 
sugar  yields  because  of  cool 
temperatures  which  existed  until  the 
hard  freeze  of  December  21.  Were  it  not 
for  these  conditions,  there  would  have 
been  more  differences  among  varieties 
experienced  by  the  growers  during  the 
last  days  of  harvest. 

Preliminary  results  indicate  the 
state  should  average  about  203  pounds 
of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  (96  sugar).  This 
yield  would  result  in  more  than  845,000 
tons  of  sugar  for  the  state  (over  850,000 
tons  of  sugar,  raw  value).  This  will  be 
the  largest  quantity  of  sugar  ever  pro- 
duced and  is  some  4%  higher  than  last 
year's  record  production. 


CHRISTMAS-TIME  FREEZE 

During  the  period  of  December  21 
through  25,  1989,  a  freeze  unlike  what 
has  been  seen  in  this  state  during  this 
century  was  experienced  in  the  cane 
belt.  Below  are  some  of  the  factors  about 
this  freeze  which  should  be  recorded  for 
history's  sake  and  which  certainly  have 
some  bearing  on  the  1990  crop.  At  this 
time  it  is  too  early  to  predict  the  losses 
that  will  be  experienced.  However, 
damage  is  evident  and  the  conditions 
that  will  be  experienced  during  the  next 
four  months  will  have  an  impact  on  the 
final  yields  for  1990. 

Freeze  Conditions,  December  1989 

In  the  Thibodaux  area,  a  low  of  10 
degrees  was  recorded  (8  in  other  areas 
of  the  belt  and  as  low  as  3  degrees  in  the 
Meeker  area)  which  lasted  from  before 
midnight  of  12/21/89  and  stayed  below 
freezing  until  2:00  p.m.  on  12/24/89. 
Temperatures  were  above  freezing  (36) 
for  about  four  hours  and  then  returned 
to  below  freezing  by  6:00  p.m.  and  re- 
mained there  until  9:00  a.m.  on 
12/25/89.  The  lowest  temperatures  were 
recorded  on  the  morning  of  12/23/89. 

The  soil  was  saturated  and  formed 
an  ice  layer  to  protect  lower  levels.  A 
snow  and  sleet  cover  also  helped  by 
forming  a  protective  layer  for  less  than 
half  of  the  cane  belt.  In  the  Thibodaux 
area  frozen,  packed  ground  was 
measured  between  .5  and  1.5  inches 
below  the  surface.  A  temperature  of  32 
degrees  was  measured  at  four  inches 
below  the  surface. 

Factors  Which  May  Make  the  1989 
Freeze  Less  Severe  Than  Previous 
Freezes 

The  soil  was  more  saturated  during 
this  freeze  in  most  of  the  belt  than  it  was 
during  either  the  1983  or  1985  freeze 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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NOTICE  TO  LANDLORD  MEMBERS 

At  a  special  membership  meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  held 
in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana  on  August  17, 1989,  Section  V  of  the  charter  was  amended 
as  follows: 

A.  The  classes  of  membership  of  this  Corporation  and  the  dues  applicable  to 
each  are  as  follows: 

1.  Producer  Member:  An  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  produc- 
ing or  growing  sugar  cane,  but  not  processing  or  manufacturing  such 
cane  into  cane  products,  shall  be  a  Producer  Member.  The  dues  for  such 
membership  shall  be  ten  cents  (IOC)  per  gross  ton  of  sugar  cane  produced 
and  sold.  Producer  Members  may  authorize  the  owner  of  the  factory 
pruchasing  their  cane  to  pay  the  dues  for  their  account. 

2.  Processor  Member:  An  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  (in- 
cluding a  cooperative  association)  operating  a  sugar  factory  or  factories 
processing  sugar  cane,  or  operating  a  farm  and  a  sugar  factory  or  fac- 
tories growing  and  processing  sugar  cane,  shall  be  a  Processor  Member. 
The  dues  for  such  membership  shall  be  the  sum  of  (1)  ten  cents  per  gross 
ton  of  sugar  cane  processed  (including  cane  produced  by  such  processor) 
and  (2)  ten  cents  per  gross  ton  of  sugar  cane  produced  and  processed  or 
sold  by  such  processor. 

3.  Landlord  Member:  An  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  which 
leases  its  property  to  another  for  the  production  of  sugar  cane  and 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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receives  as  rental  a  percentage  or  share  of  the  crops  produced  thereon  a 
percentage  or  share  of  the  proceeds  of  such  crops  shall  be  a  Landlord 
Member.  The  dues  for  such  membership  shall  be  $100.00  for  each  1,000  tons 
(or  fraction  thereof)  of  sugar  cane  or  the  proceeds  thereof  received  by  such 
member  as  rent;  provided,  however,  that  the  maximum  dues  for  a  Landlord 
Member  shall  be  $500.00  per  year. 

4.  Associate  Member:  A  'share  basis'  landlord  as  defined  in  subparagraph 
V.A.3.  above  who  chooses  not  to  become  a  Landlord  Member,  and  a  proper- 
ty owner  whose  property  is  leased  to  another  for  the  production  of  sugar 
cane  and  whose  rent  is  paid  on  a  'cash'  as  opposed  to  a  'share'  basis  shall 
be  an  Associate  Member.  The  dues  for  such  membership  shall  be  set  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  is  author- 
ized to  adjust  the  amount  of  said  dues  from  time  to  time. 

5.  Commercial  Member:  Subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
and  individual,  partnership,  corporation  or  other  commercial  or  financial 
business  unit  dealing  with  producers  or  processors  of  sugar  cane,  or  deal- 
ing in  sugar  cane,  sugar,  syrup,  molasses  or  other  products  or  by-products 
of  sugar  cane,  shall  be  a  Commercial  Member.  The  dues  for  such  member- 
ship shall  be  set  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  Board 
of  Directors  is  authorized  to  adjust  the  amount  of  said  dues  from  time  to  time. 

B.  With  respect  to  each  class  of  membership,  co-owners  of  property  or  joint 
operators  shall  constitute  a  single  member  and  shall  collectively  have  only  the 
number  of  votes  to  which  a  single  member  is  entitled. 

Therefore,  beginning  in  1990,  landlords  who  choose  to  be  members  must  remit 
their  dues  directly  to  the  League  office  in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  Please  note  that 
landlords  with  tenants  on  a  share  basis  may  choose  to  become  Landlord  Members 
(Section  3.)  on  the  basis  of  $100  per  1,000  share  tons.  This  membership  provides 
for  voting  rights  and  all  privileges  of  membership.  If  a  landlord  desires,  associate 
membership  (Section  4.)  is  available  for  $10.  This  class  membership  will  receive 
The  Sugar  Bulletin  but  will  be  excluded  from  voting.  Below  is  a  form  to  be  com- 
pleted and  returned  to  the  League  office  for  membership  application. 

Name: 

Address:   

Type  Membership: 

□  Landlord  at  $100  per  1,000  ton  share 

Name  and  Address  of  Tenant(s):  (use  additional  paper  if  needed) 

Name: 

Address: 

□  Associate  at  $10.00 

Enclosed  is  $ for  (type  membership)   

Mail  completed  form  and  payment  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League,  P.  O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
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TESTIMONY  OF  JEROME  S.  McKEE 

BEFORE  THE 

COTTON,  RICE,  AND  SUGAR  SUBCOMMITTEE 

of  the 

HOUSE  AGRICULTURE  COMMITTEE 

MONROE,  LOUISIANA 

JANUARY  12,  1990 

Presented  on  Behalf  of 
AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Subcommittee: 


My  name  is  Jerome  S.  McKee.  I  am 
a  sugar  cane  farmer  from  Thibodaux, 
Louisiana.  I  am  testifying  here  today  in 
my  capacity  as  Chairman  of  the 
Legislative  Committee  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  a 
trade  association  whose  members  in- 
clude all  21  of  the  raw  sugar  processing 
mills  in  Louisiana  and  farmers  who  pro- 
duce approximately  95  percent  of  the 
sugar  cane  grown  in  Louisiana.  We 
sincerely  appreciate  this  opportunity  to 
present  our  views  on  the  sugar  section 
of  the  1990  Farm  Bill. 

The  current  domestic  sugar  program 
is  a  well  designed  program  which  serves 
the  best  interest  of  the  American  con- 
sumer and  the  domestic  sugar  industry. 
It  assures  the  consumer  of  a  reliable 
source  of  sugar  at  a  stable  and 
reasonable  price;  it  provides  domestic 
producers  and  processors  an  adequate 
return  for  their  products;  and  it  assures 
continued  employment  for  thousands  of 


field  and  factory  workers,  all  at  no  cost 
to  the  federal  government.  Additional- 
ly, when  administered  efficiently,  it  pro- 
vides an  assured  market  for  foreign  pro- 
duced sugar. 

I  am  sure  you  gentlemen  recall  the 
wild  gyrations  in  the  price  of  domestic 
sugar  following  the  demise  of  the  Sugar 
Act  in  1974.  You  are  also  aware  that  the 
so  called  "world"  price  of  su^ar  has 
ranged  from  a  low  2.74  cents  per  pound 
to  a  high  of  over  41  cents  per  pound  dur- 
ing the  1980's.  Such  drastic  fluctuations 
in  the  price  of  sugar  are  detrimental  to 
the  American  consumer  and  disastrous 
to  the  domestic  sugar  industry.  Our  cur- 
rent Farm  Bill  provides  assurance  to 
both  the  consumer  and  the  producer 
that  they  will  not  suffer  the  ill  effects  of 
such  a  volatile  market. 

The  domestic  sugar  industry  is  con- 
fident that  it  can  compete  successfully 
against  foreign  producers,  even  though 
we  pay  substantially  higher  wages  to 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 


WATER 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


Environmental  aspects  of  factory 
operation  are  demanding  increasing 
time  and  expense  and  may  well  be  the 
primary  concern  of  management  in  the 
new  decade.  I  have  heard  comments  that 
"the  sugar  industry  has  been  here  for 
more  than  a  hundred  years  and  has  done 
no  damage"  and  "all  this  additional 
equipment  and  expense  does  not  make 
any  more  sugar"  —  yet  these  concerns 
must  be  addressed  if  the  industry  is  to 
remain  a  good  citizen  viewed  favorably 
by  the  public. 

With  all  the  concern  about  toxic  and 
hazardous  wastes  it  must  be  stressed 
that  the  sugar  industry  does  not  produce 
such  materials.  The  major  environmen- 
tal impacts  of  factory  operation  are  in 
air  quality  from  the  stacks  and  in  water 
quality  from  mill  effluent.  Properly 
designed  scrubbers  can  handle  the 
former  but  significant  problems  remain 
to  be  solved  for  water  quality.  More 
stringent  regulations  are  soon  to  be  ap- 
plied which  could  make  it  very  difficult 
for  factories  to  be  in  compliance.  In  some 
cases  water  taken  from  the  bayou  and 
returned  directly  with  no  change  would 
not  meet  the  standards  —  the  returned 
water  has  to  be  cleaner  than  that  taken. 

The  water  quality  factors  are  pH 
(acidity  or  alkalinity),  level  of  suspended 
solids  and  BOD  (biochemical  oxygen  de- 
mand). BOD  is  defined  as  the  quantity 
of  oxygen  required  by  micro-organisms 
for  the  oxidation  or  stabilization  of  the 
oxidizable  material  present.  BOD  is 
used  to  mean  oxidizable  material  and  its 
numerical  value  is  used  as  a  measure  of 


the  quantity  of  organic  material  pre- 
sent. pH  is  not  usually  a  problem  if  the 
other  two,  especially  BOD,  are  satisfac- 
tory. Suspended  solids  are  usually 
removed  fairly  efficiently  by  settling  but 
BOD  removal  requires  chemical  reac- 
tion with  oxygen  to  convert  the  material 
into  carbon  dioxide.  It  is  this  reaction 
which  depletes  the  oxygen  in  the  water 
causing  fish  kills,  etc.  Oxygen  must  be 
supplied  to  the  system  to  remove  the 
BOD  before  the  water  can  be  released. 
Sucrose  is  the  main  component  of  BOD 
in  sugarcane  processing  effluent  and  it 
is  inevitable  that  it  will  be  present  in  all 
water  leaving  the  mill.  Some  streams 
are  very  low  in  sucrose  but  most  would 
not  meet  compliance  requirements. 
Cane  wash  and  condenser  water  are 
high  volume,  low  BOD  streams  and  slur- 
ried filter  cake  is  a  low  volume,  very 
high  BOD  stream. 

Measurements  made  last  crop  on 
sucrose  levels  in  cane  wash  and  con- 
denser water  would  give  average  BOD 
levels  of  several  hundred  ppm.  The 
levels  vary  greatly  between  mills  and 
over  time,  depending  in  part  upon  the 
water  usage  system  and  the  evaporator 
load.  In  some  cases  the  condenser  water 
is  used  as  make-up  for  cane  washing, 
resulting  in  higher  sucrose  levels  in  the 
water  from  the  wash  table.  In  other 
cases  the  two  water  streams  are  com- 
pletely separate,  a  more  simple  system 
but  usually  requiring  a  greater  quanti- 
ty of  water.  If  the  cane  wash  water  is 
recycled,  after  settling  to  remove  the 
(Continued  on  page  17) 
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SUGARBEETS  1/ 


STATE 

AREA  PLANTED 

AREA  HARVESTED 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1,000  ACRES 

CALIF 

219.0 

215.0 

185.0 

216.0 

38.6 

180.0 

COLO 

37.4 

39.1 

40.6 

37.0 

166.0 

40.0 

IDAHO 

163.0 

168.0 

179.0 

162.0 

145.0 

177.0 

MICH 

144.0 

152.0 

154.0 

142.0 

334.0 

150.0 

MINN 

311.0 

339.0 

342.0 

310.0 

48.9 

341.0 

MONT 

49.2 

49.6 

52.7 

48.9 

62.2 

51.9 

NEBR 

61.6 

63.9 

70.4 

60.2 

.7 

62.4 

NMEX 

.6 

.7 

2/ 

.2/ 

175.5 

2/ 

NDAK 

163.3 

177.8 

180.2 

161.3 

14.7 

180.1 

OHIO 

16.8 

17.3 

13.4 

16.2 

14.1 

11.7 

OREG 

13.9 

14.3 

15.2 

13.7 

33.0 

15.0 

TEX 

32.8 

34.0 

36.6 

31.5 

56.0 

35.3 

WYO 

54.1 

56.5 

61.8 

53.4 

59.3 

OTHER  3/ 

1.9 

1.6 

US 

1,266.7 

1,327.2 

1,332.8 

1,252.4 

1,300.7 

1,305.3 

YIELD 

PRODUCTION 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1987 

1988 

1989 

TONS 

1,000  TONS 

CALIF 

28.2 

25.0 

27.5 

6,091 

5,300 

4,950 

COLO 

21.7 

22.8 

22.8 

803 

880 

912 

IDAHO 

26.4 

24.6 

23.0 

4,277 

4,084 

4,071 

MICH 

20.5 

16.5 

17.5 

2,911 

2,393 

2,625 

MINN 

20.0 

14.2 

16.0 

6,200 

4,743 

5,456 

MONT 

22.2 

21.1 

19.9 

1,086 

1,032 

1,033 

NEBR 

18.3 

21.2 

18.7 

1,102 

1,319 

1,167 

NMEX 

10.0 

12.9 

2/ 

.2/ 

9 

2/ 

N  DAK 

19.6 

14.7 

15.7 

3,161 

2,580 

2,828 

OHIO 

16.6 

15.'9 

16.5 

269 

234 

193 

OREG 

30.8 

26.7 

26.1 

422 

376 

392 

TEX 

19.7 

21.9 

21.0 

621 

723 

743 

WYO 

21.1 

20.3 

19.2 

1,127 

1,137 

1,139 

OTHER  3/ 

27.5 

44 

US 

22.4 

19.1 

19.6 

28,072 

24,810 

25,553 

1/  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED  SPRING 
PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CALIF.  2/  INCLUDED  IN  OTHER  STATES  TO  AVOID  DISCLOSURE  OF 
INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS.    3/  INCLUDES  NEW  MEXICO  AND  WASHINGTON. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  15) 
SUGARCANE 


STATE 

AREA  HARVESTED 

YIELD  1/ 

1987 

L988 

1989 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1,000  ACRES 

TONS 

FOR  SUGAR 

FLA 

402:0 

404 

412.0 

32.3 

31.6 

31.0 

HAW 

79.5 

78.9 

73.0 

100.8 

96.4 

95.9 

LA 

263.0 

27*  0 

290.0 

22.7 

25.3 

26.0 

TEX 

33.8 

31.7 

33.8 

31.1 

33.3 

26.1 

U.S. 

778.3 

793.6 

808.8 

36.0 

35.9 

34.9 

FOR  SEED 

FLA 

15.0 

17.0 

15.0 

31.9 

31.6 

32.0 

HAW 

7.0 

7.2 

7.0 

25.8 

27.5 

28.6 

LA 

22.0 

26.0 

25.0 

22.7 

.25.35 

26.0 

TEX 

1.3 

1.5 

1.9 

25.4 

20.7 

24.2 

US 

45.3 

51.7 

48.9 

26.3 

27.6 

28.1 

FOR  SUGAR  &  SEED 

FLA 

417.0 

421.0 

427.0 

32.3 

31.6 

31.0 

HAW 

86.5 

86.1 

80.0 

94.7 

90.6 

90.0 

LA 

285.0 

3050 

315.0 

22.7 

25.3 

26.0 

TEX 

35.1 

33.2 

35.7 

30.9 

32.8 

26.0 

US 

823.6 

845.3 

857.7 

35.5 

35.4 

34.5 

PRODUCTION 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1,000  TONS 

FOR  SUGAR 

FLA 

12,     I 

12,766 

12,772 

HAW 

8,014 

7,606 

7,000 

LA 

5,970 

7,050 

7,540 

TEX 

1,052 

1,057 

882 

U  S 

28,026 

28,479 

28,194 

FOR  SEED 

FLA 

479 

538 

480 

HAW 

181 

198 

200 

LA 

499 

658 

650 

TEX 

33 

31 

46 

US 

1,192 

1,425 

1,376 

] 

FOR  SUGAR  &  SEEL 

> 

FLA 

] 

L3,469 

] 

L3,304 

13,252 

HAW 

8,195 

7,804 

7,200 

LA 

6,469 

7,708 

8,190 

TEX 

1,085 

1,088 

928 

U  S 

29.218 

29,904 

29,570 

1/  NET 

ANNUAL  CROP  SUMMARY 
JANUARY  1990 
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field  soil,  it  is  also  important  that  the  pH 
and  BOD  be  stabilized  to  prevent  acidic 
water  being  recycled  with  its  odor  and 
corrosion  problems.  Time,  oxygen  and 
the  appropriate  micro-organisms  are  re- 
quired —  there  is  no  simple  chemical 
cure-all. 

The  low  volume  and  very  high  BOD 
stream  of  slurried  filter  cake  is  a  special 
problem,  especially  in  mills  close  to 
urban  centers,  due  to  its  unsightly  and 
malodorous  character.  Impoundment  of 
this  material  close  to  a  bayou  is 
undesirable.  The  source  of  the  problem 
is  the  high  residual  sugar  and  the  best 
solution  is  recovery  of  the  sugar  from 
the  mud  before  disposal,  using  a  secon- 
dary filtration  system.  Tests  run  on  pilot 
equipment  at  Breaux  Bridge  a  few  years 
ago  and  in  other  areas  show  that  80% 
of  the  sugar  can  easily  be  recovered, 
thereby  reducing  the  effluent  load  and, 
not  to  be  ignored,  increasing  sugar 
recovery.  For  an  average  mill,  recovery 
of  2  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  would  in- 
crease income  by  about  $200,000.  At  the 
much  lower  moisture  contents  of  the 
cake  the  weight  of  material  to  be  taken 
from  the  mill  would  be  halved. 

Some  mills  are  considering  combin- 
ing fly  ash  slurry  with  clarifler  mud, 
with  the  fly  ash  to  act  as  filter-aid,  in- 
stead of  bagacillo  alone.  This  has  been 
tried  in  a  few  places,  generally  with  ac- 
ceptable results.  In  South  Africa  the 
weight  of  filter  cake  percent  cane  in- 
creased; the  pol  %  cake  decreased  as  did 
weight  of  pol  lost  in  cake.  The  cake  was 
more  porous  and  had  a  lower  moisture 
content.  Lower  filtrate  purity  and 
higher  potassium  content  were  found 
but  no  adverse  effects  on  later  stages  of 
processing.  However,  the  tests  were  not 
long  enough  to  assess  any  problems  in 


the  boiling  house.  Under  Louisiana  con- 
ditions, the  best  solution  could  be  to 
combine  the  slurried  filter  cake  and  fly 
ash  for  the  secondary  filtration  step.  The 
equipment  required  for  the  additional 
filtration  step  is  not  cheap  but  would 
solve  the  problems  of  excessive  sugar 
loss  and  waste  disposal.  The  dilute 
filtrate  obtained  from  this  step  would 
best  be  used  on  the  mill  or,  if  free  of 
suspended  material  which  would  block 
the  spray  nozzles,  on  the  primary  filters. 
Fly  ash/filter  cake  combinations  have 
been  successfully  applied  to  the  cane 
fields.  Details  of  the  papers  mentioned 
are  available  on  request. 

The  waste  problems  of  a  sugar  mill, 
in  terms  of  the  quantities  of  material  in- 
volved, are  comparable  to  those  of  a 
small  town.  The  water  handling  systems 
of  the  mills  vary  widely,  in  part  due  to 
increasing  mill  capacities  and  the 
demands  of  cane  washing.  The  systems 
have  not  necessarily  grown  logically  and 
the  challenge  is  to  design  an  integrated 
water  and  waste  system  using  the  best 
available  technology,  but,  of  course,  at 
the  lowest  cost. 
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which  should  have  given  some  protec- 
tion to  the  eyes.  Also  some  parts  of  the 
cane  belt  had  a  sleet  and  snow  cover 
which  could  have  given  some  additional 
protection. 

During  the  three  months  following 
the  1989  planting  there  was  not  much 
soil  erosion  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
cover  on  most  plant  cane  and  also  over 
stubble  crowns. 

The  quality  of  seed  cane  used  during 
the  past  three  years  has  been  better 
than  at  any  other  time  in  recent  history 
due  to  the  amount  of  heat  treated  seed 
and  the  amount  of  Kleentek  seed.  In 
1984,  League  agronomists  observed 
more  stand  failures  in  freeze  damaged 
cane  in  fields  that  had  not  been  heat 
treated. 

Factors  Which  May  Make  the  1989 
Freeze  More  Severe  Than  Previous 
Freezes 

Weather  conditions  during  1989 
caused  some  of  the  poorer  planting  con- 
ditions in  recent  years  and  there  were 
numerous  fields  which  had  not  come  up 
to  a  good  stand  in  the  fall.  Most  of  this 
was  due  to  drought  conditions  although 
some  was  due  to  uneven  covering,  air 
pockets,  clods,  etc.  Also,  there  was  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  late  planted  cane 
which  was  not  well  established  during 
the  fall  of  1989. 

We  believe  there  was  more  hand 
planted  cane  during  1989  than  during 
1984.  Seed  rates  on  hand  planted  cane 
are  generally  less  than  in  machine 
planted  cane.  The  recommendations  for 
planting  Kleentek  seed  cane  used  two 
stalks  and  a  10%  lap  which  of  course 
means  fewer  eyes  in  the  ground  than 
with  conventional  higher  planting  rates. 

The  1989  spring  cultivation  season, 
especially  layby,  was  not  good  resulting 
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in  less  soil  cover  over  the  growing  stalks 
to  give  the  stubble  crowns  protection 
during  the  freezing  temperatures. 

Harvesting  of  lodged  cane  in  1989 
caused  some  uprooting,  twisting  and 
loosening  of  stools  in  the  row.  This  may 
have  allowed  for  deeper  penetration  of 
the  cold  temperatures  which  could  affect 
stubble  crops  in  1990. 

CP  70-321  second  stubble  has  been 
a  problem  in  other  freeze  years  and 
there  is  more  acreage  of  this  variety 
than  in  past  years.  We  estimate  there 
to  be  some  36,000  acres  of  second  stub- 
ble CP  70-321  in  the  cane  industry  dur- 
ing 1990. 

Suggestions  for  Growers  to  Follow 

Patience  will  be  needed  by  growers, 
landlords  and  lending  agencies.  Growers 
should  not  be  in  any  hurry  to  plow  out 
stubble  fields,  especially  CP  65-357. 
Weather  conditions  between  now  and 
May  when  the  crop  can  really  start 
growing,  can  either  worsen  the  damage 
or  off-set  some  of  the  damage  that  has 
been  caused  by  the  freeze.  At  this  time, 
early  January,  it  is  too  early  to  estimate 
actual  losses.  However,  based  on  other 
freeze  years,  growers  should  anticipate 
some  loss  of  acreage  and  should  be 
prepared  to  plant  additional  acreage 
over  normal.  Past  experience  indicates 
that  those  growers  who  bit  the  bullet 
and  replanted  poor  fields  generally  did 
better  than  growers  who  attempted  to 
keep  low  yielding  fields.  Growers  should 
now  begin  to  estimate  how  much 
acreage  can  they  physically  replant  in 
1990  so  that  as  they  begin  to  pick  and 
choose  fields,  they  can  keep  the  acreage 
of  marginal  yielding  cane  to  a 
minimum. 

It  is  extremely  important  that 
(Continued  on  page  19) 
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FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  18) 

growers  keep  fields  well  drained.  Don't 
do  anything  to  risk  losing  eyes.  Shaving 
can  be  helpful  to  bring  good  eyes  which 
are  deep  in  the  ground  closer  to  the  sur- 
face. However,  shaving  can  also  destroy 
good  eyes  which  are  not  in  plentiful 
supply  in  badly  damaged  fields.  Bush- 
hogging  may  be  a  better  alternative  in 
certain  conditions. 

Growers  should  carefully  monitor 
winter  weeds  in  their  fields.  A  grass 
cover  over  the  rows  will  shade  out  the 
sun  keeping  the  soil  wetter  and  cooler 
than  weed  free  fields.  In  these  cases, 
growers  may  be  wise  to  use  herbicides 
to  burn  off  this  weed  cover. 

Avoid  unnecessary  purchases  of 
equipment,  chemicals,  etc.  Growers 
should  stick  to  "needs"  rather  than 
"wants". 

Growers  should  be  prepared  to 
handle  each  field  separately,  using  shav- 
ing, bush  hogging,  fertilizer  rates,  her- 
bicides, etc.  according  to  the  needs  of 
that  particular  field.  Avoid  general 
recommendations. 
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AMERICAN  STEEL 
CORPORATION 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  DIVISION 

OF  KLOCKNER  NAMASCO  CORP. 


ANGLES,  BARS,  BEAMS,  CHANNELS, 
EXPANDED  METAL,  GRATING,  PIPE,  TUBING 


PLATES,  SHEETS,  COILS,  RESQUARED  BLANKS, 
HOT  ROLLED,  COLD  ROLLED,  GALVANIZED, 
PREPAINTED,  ALUMINUM,  AND  STAINLESS. 


SHEARING  —  SAWING 
FLAME  CUTTING  —  GALVANIZING 

Fabricating  cane  carts, 
wagons,  or  planters?? 

CALL  US  WE  DELIVER 

NEW  ORLEANS 

4501  N.  MIRO  ST.  •  P.O.  BOX  3368 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA  70117-3368 

504-947-4215 

FAX:  504-948-7829 

NAT'L:  1-800-366-4215 


1-800-738-2263 

1  want  to  buy  your  wrecked, 
burnt  or  salvaged  tractor  —  Hi 
Crop  or  Row  Crop. 

Also  want  "old"  Hi  Crop  J. D. 

2  cylinder  tractors. 

We  SELL  new,  used  and 
rebuilt  tractor  parts  at  "BIG" 
savings. 

Retired:  Farmer  to  work  part 
time. 

CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

(318)  276-3453 

(318)  276-6230 

Jeanerette,  LA 
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our  employees  than  do  our  competitors 
and  even  though  we  are  required  to  com- 
ply with  rigid  environmental,  safety  and 
health  standards  which  are  not  ap- 
plicable to  foreign  producers.  According 
to  recent  studies,  Louisiana's  cost  of  pro- 
ducing sugar  cane  is  below  the  world 
average  cost  of  production.  However,  as 
long  as  foreign  sugar  producing  nations 
continue  to  heavily  subsidize  their  own 
domestic  producers,  thus  allowing  those 
countries  to  dump  their  excess  produc- 
tion on  the  world  market  at  prices  far 
below  their  production  costs,  we  must 
continue  to  have  the  stability  afforded 
by  the  U.S.  sugar  program.  I  might  add 
that  not  only  does  the  European  Com- 
munity subsidize  their  growers,  they 
also  subsidize  the  dumping  of  refined 
sugar  into  the  world  market  —  a  double 
subsidy.  The  elimination  of  the  U.  S. 
sugar  program  will  surely  result  in  the 
elimination  of  our  domestic  sugar  in- 
dustry. Without  a  domestic  sugar  in- 
dustry thousands  of  Americans  who  are 
currently  employed  will  be  without  jobs, 
our  nation's  trade  deficit  will  increase 
substantially  and  in  all  probability  the 
American  consumers  will  be  required  to 
pay  higher  prices  for  sugar  than  they 
are  now  paying. 

There  will  be  recommendations 
made  by  some  of  our  opponents  — 
primarily  large  industrial  users  of  sugar 
—  to  reduce  the  loan  rate  contained  in 
the  present  sugar  program.  Those 
recommendations  are  merely  veiled 
attempts  by  wealthy  corporations  to  in- 
crease their  own  margins  of  profit. 
History  has  shown  that  when  the  price 
of  sugar  is  reduced,  the  price  paid  by  the 
American  consumer  for  sugar  contain- 
ing products  is  not  correspondingly 
reduced.  Any  such  reduction  in  the  loan 


rate  and  in  the  price  of  sugar  will 
therefore  only  result  in  huge  additional 
profits  to  major  industrial  users  and  will 
not  result  in  savings  to  the  American 
consumer. 

We  are  certainly  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  providing  reasonable  access 
for  under  developed  nations,  particular- 
ly those  in  the  Caribbean,  to  U.S.  sugar 
markets.  The  current  sugar  program, 
through  its  import  quota  system,  pro- 
vides such  access.  It  is  our  understand- 
ing that  the  Caribbean  sugar  producers 
intend  to  support  the  renewal  of  the  U.S. 
sugar  program  and  will  request  that  our 
executive  branch  of  government  act 
more  reasonably  and  realistically  in 
establishing  the  quotas.  This  is  a 
reasonable  request.  In  past  years  the 
Administration  has  originally  set 
foreign  import  quotas  at  unrealistical- 
ly  low  levels.  These  low  initial  quotas 
cause  great  concern  among  foreign  pro- 
ducers, generate  severe  criticism  of  our 
sugar  program,  and  result  in  the 
domestic  price  of  sugar  being  above  the 
market  stabilization  price.  We  therefore 
urge  the  Administration  to  attempt  to 
establish  more  realistic  initial  quotas 
and  thereby  avoid  undue  criticism  of  the 
sugar  program. 

We  are  also  aware  that  the  recent 
findings  of  a  GATT  panel  must  be  taken 
into  account  in  establishing  U.S.  sugar 
policy.  We  sincerely  appreciate  the 
efforts  you  have  made  to  prevent  the 
Administration  from  taking  precipitous 
action  regarding  the  removal  of  foreign 
import  quotas.  It  is  our  position  that  the 
Administration  take  no  action  at  this 
time  to  make  any  Administrative 
changes  in  management  of  the  current 
program  for  the  following  reasons: 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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1)  The  GATT  does  not  require  correction 
of  the  program  during  any  specific  time 
period  or  prior  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
Uruguay  Round  negotiations;  2)  The 
current  program  has  been  effectively  ad- 
ministered with  the  use  of  absolute 
quotas  for  93  months.  With  imports  on 
the  rise  for  1990  there  is  no  reason, 
other  than  for  posturing  purposes  in  the 
negotiations,  to  make  any  changes  prior 
to  the  end  of  the  negotiations;  3)  GATT 
panel  decisions  which  have  gone  against 
other  countries  (i.e.,  the  EC  oilseed  case) 
are  not  expected  to  be  addressed  by  the 
respective  countries  until  1991  and  the 
conclusion  of  the  Uruguay  Round;  4)  In 
the  Uruguay  Round  negotiations  the 
U.S.  has  tabled  a  proposal  for  changing 
all  non-tariff  barriers  (i.e.,  U.S.  sugar 
quotas)  to  tariffs  as  a  step  toward  the 
substantial  and  progressive  reductions 
of  these  tariffs  over  time.  Since  there 
will  be  no  multilateral  agreement  on  the 
U.S.  proposal  until  the  completion  of  the 
round,  any  change  in  the  program 
before  that  time  would  be  regarded  by 
the  U.S.  sweetener  industry  as  a 
unilateral  concession  by  the  Ad- 
ministration. We  have  been  assured  on 
several  occasions  that  no  unilateral  con- 
cessions would  be  made  in  the  negotia- 
tions. We  will  indeed  have  begun 
unilaterally  implementing  a  program 
based  on  an  unstudied  and  tabled  pro- 
posal rather  than  on  multilateral  agree- 
ment; 5)  Because  the  Congress  is  writing 
the  1990  Farm  Bill  this  year,  the  Ad- 
ministration should  acquiesce  to  the 
Congress  to  see  if  they  wish  or  are  able 
to  make  minor  corrections  in  the  pro- 
gram in  order  to  make  it  GATT  consis- 
tent. We  look  forward  to  working  with 
you  and  with  other  segments  of  the 
domestic  sugar  industry  in  an  attempt 


to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  resolution  of 
this  problem. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  two  specific 
recommendations  to  make  at  this  time 
regarding  the  1990  renewal  of  the  sugar 
section  of  the  Farm  Bill.  Our  first  recom- 
mendation is  for  a  moderate  increase  in 
the  loan  rate.  As  you  are  aware,  the  cur- 
rent loan  rate  of  18  cents  per  pound  has 
been  in  existence  since  the  year  1985. 
If  the  1990  renewal  of  the  Farm  Bill 
does  not  increase  the  loan  rate  and  if  the 
renewal  is  for  a  period  of  five  years,  that 
rate  of  18  cents  will  have  been  in  effect 
for  a  period  of  eleven  years.  There  are 
very  few,  if  any,  producers  of  other  pro- 
ducts who  do  not  benefit  from  at  least 
a  small  price  increase  over  an  eleven 
year  period.  Therefore,  we  recommend 
a  one-half  cent  per  year  increase  in  the 
loan  rate  until  a  loan  rate  of  20  cents  per 
pound  is  reached  in  the  year  1994. 

Secondly,  we  recommend  that  the 
length  of  time  within  which  to  re-pay  a 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  loan 
under  the  sugar  program  be  extended 
from  its  present  six  months  to  nine 
months.  Such  an  extension  will  make 
the  repayment  of  sugar  loans  more  con- 
sistent with  the  repayment  of  loans  on 
other  agricultural  commodities. 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  native  of  Lou- 
isiana you  are  certainly  aware  of  the 
severe  economic  plight  of  our  state  and 
of  the  loss  of  businesses  and  jobs  we  have 
sustained  in  recent  years.  The  Louisiana 
sugar  industry  has  been  one  of  the  few 
bright  spots  in  an  otherwise  dismal 
economy.  Estimates  from  the  1988  crop 
indicate  that  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry provided  employment  for  20,000 
Louisianians  in  that  year  and  generated 
a  directed  economic  value  of  990  million 
(Continued  on  page  22) 
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ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN 

Announces  Its 

Precision  Grading  Service 
Lazerplane  Equipped 

*  Better  drainage 

*  Better  weed  control 

*  Increase  acreage 

Also  Agent  for 
Spectro  Physics 
Laser  Plane  Sale 

St.  James,  Louisiana  70086 

(504)  265-3965 


CLASSIFIED 


WANTED  TO  BUY  —  one 

used  Cameco/J  &  L  Two  Row 
Cane  Cutter  In  good  working 
condition.  Call  Leonce 
Boudreaux  (318)  394-6789, 
St.  Martinville,  LA. 

FOR  SALE:  One  transloader 
Ramy  Diesel  Engine.  Ford 
Engine  in  good  condition,  ask- 
ing $6,000.00.  Call  (504) 
545-8359. 
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(Continued  from  page  21) 

dollars.  Although  results  from  the  1989 
crop  are  not  yet  available,  it  is  felt  the 
economic  value  of  that  crop  exceeded  one 
billion  dollars.  To  a  very  significant  ex- 
tent this  positive  economic  impact  has 
been  possible  only  because  of  our  cur- 
rent U.  S.  sugar  program.  To  discon- 
tinue or  to  severely  curtail  that  program 
will  quite  possibly  result  in  the  elimina- 
tion of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry, 
thereby  greatly  weakening  our  state's 
already  depressed  economy. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
would  like  to  express  our  sincere  ap- 
preciation for  the  excellent  efforts  of 
your  subcommittee  on  behalf  of  the 
domestic  sugar  industry.  In  the  upcom- 
ing legislative  deliberations  many  of  the 
same  "shop-worn"  arguments  that 
we've  heard  for  years  will  be  used  in  an 
effort  to  eliminate  or  drastically  curtail 
our  industry.  With  the  continued  sup- 
port of  this  Subcommittee  and  the  entire 
House  Agriculture  Committee,  and  the 
cooperation  of  all  segments  of  the  in- 
dustry, we  are  confident  of  our  ability 
to  remain  a  productive  and  viable  part 
of  the  American  economy. 
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INDUSTRIAL  ALLOYS  CO/™7Div.  of  IND ALLOY, 
Inc.  more  than  just  another  welding  and  metallizing 
powder  supplier A  SOLUTION: 

•  Products  for  hammers,  knives,  rails,  shaft  cracks,  knife 
table  chains^  knife  holder  hole  repairs,  dissimilar  welds, 
cast  steel,  rollers  and  many  other  cast  iron  repairs. 

•  13  years  Technical  Welding  Repair  experience. 

•  Pro-Spray(Tm)  one-step,  self-bonding,  cold  process, 
metallizing  powders  for  shaft  reclamation,  superior  to 
antiquated  costly  processes  requiring  a  special  "bond" 
coat. 

•  Quality  products,  packaging  and  priced  sensibly. 

•  Products  stocked  in  our  Covington,  LA.  facility  and  are 
available  on  a  24  hour,  7  day  basis.. .saving  our  customers 
costly  air  freight  charges. 

•  FREE  technical  welding  and  metallizing  seminar/ 
demonstrations. 

•  PLEASE  ACT  NOW  WHILE  YOUR  EQUIPMENT 
WELDING  REQUIREMENTS  ARE  BEING 
EVALUATED  AND  SAVE  MONEY,  TIME  AND  HAVE 
BETTER  WELD  REPAIRS. 


INDUSTRIAL  ALLOYS  CO.Tm 

Div  of  Indalloy,  Inc. 

#  6  Truett  Drive 

Covington,  La.  70433 

(504)  893-7000 

Fax  (504)  893-7300 

Contact:    Don  Surkand/ow ner 
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STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 

The  following  is  a  guest  editorial  by  Harold  Willet  that  originally 
appeared  in  The  Jeanerette  Enterprise.  Mr.  Willet  is  well  known  in  sugar 
circles  worldwide  for  his  work  in  developing  sugar  cane  equipment 

AGRICULTURAL  INDUSTRY  FACES  SERIOUS 
CONSEQUENCES  WITH  FREEZE 


Each  day  I  read  about  the  concern 
we  have  for  the  happenings  in  Eastern 
Europe.  I  also  read  about  the  happen- 
ings in  Panama.  I  read  or  listen  to  news 
about  the  huge  amounts  of  money  that 
we  plan  to  spend  in  these  areas  to  help 
those  countries  correct  the  mistakes 
that  were  their  own  making.  I  agree 
that  we  must  be  understanding  of  this 
and  should  help  people  improve  their 
lifestyle.  This  is  a  very  serious  problem 
and  should  receive  some  priorities. 

But  in  prospective,  the  population  of 
South  Louisiana  has  a  problem  arising 
that  will  make  the  cost  of  bringing 
Noriega  to  justice,  and  the  problems  of 
Eastern  Europe  look  like  peanuts.  We 
have  to  be  made  aware  of  this  problem, 
and  all  of  us  have  to  mobilize  to  reduce 
its  damages  and  resulting  losses  in  our 
area.  I  am  talking  about  the  damage 
that  was  done  to  our  local  agricultural 
industry  by  the  recent  three-day  killing 
freeze.  This  damage  is  serious  and 
should  be  analyzed  long  before  this 
spring  season  comes  upon  us  and  the 
disaster  hits  us. 

Because  of  my  closeness  to  the  sugar 
industry,  I  would  like  to  look  at  this 
industry  to  show  some  of  the  damages 
done  and  the  consequences  they  will 
have  to  our  state.  Some  of  these  are: 
•  Louisiana  had  one  of  the  largest 
seed  cane  crops  ever  planted 


during  this  past  year.  This  seed 
cane  crop  is  specially  treated 
and  represents  a  very  large  in- 
vestment to  the  cane  farmer. 
This  special  cane  will  be  used 
next  year  as  seed  to  do  the 
regular  planting.  There  is  a 
very  large  investment  in  this 
seed  crop  and  it  is  the  basis  for 
the  cane  crop  of  1991.  This  plant 
crop,  if  it  is  not  damaged,  will 
probably  account  for  50  to  60 
percent  of  the  cane  harvested  in 
1991.  If  there  is  no  seed,  there 
will  be  no  planting,  and  if  there 
is  no  planting  there  will  be  no 
sugar  produced  from  this  area. 
If  this  happens,  the  sales  by  the 
sugar  industry  will  be  reduced 
by  millions  of  dollars. 
Cane  stalks  that  are  planted  for 
cane  to  be  harvested  are  always 
planted  with  a  light  cover  of  dirt 
over  them.  This  is  done  so  that 
the  warming  effects  of  the  sun 
and  rainfall  will  reach  the  cane 
stalk  and  it  will  germinate  well. 
This  light  cover  of  dirt  is  not 
beneficial  when  we  have  cold 
freezing  weather  as  we  have  had 
during  the  past  couple  of  weeks. 
The  plant  stalk  freezes  and  is 
destroyed.  Because  of  this,  there 
(Continued  on  page  5) 
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is  a  very  good  chance  that  the 
seed  planted  last  fall  will  not 
germinate.  This  would  result  in 
not  only  a  loss  in  1991  because 
of  no  seed,  but  a  huge  loss  in 
1990  because  of  having  no  plant 
cane  to  harvest. 

Because  of  the  low  temper- 
atures, high  winds,  and  hours  of 
cold  weather  there  is  a  big  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  the  ratoon  or 
stubble  cane  was  damaged  dur- 
ing that  period.  If  there  was  a 
high  degree  of  damage  to  this 
stubble  crop,  then  it  is  ques- 
tionable as  to  how  the  industry 
could  struggle  through,  without 
some  very  quick  action  being 
taken. 

The  agricultural  areas  North  of 
the  present  growing  sugar  areas 
have  been  put  back  into  the 
cane  after  having  been  aban- 
doned for  soy  beans.  Now  that 
beans  have  been  out  priced  by 
foreign  producers,  there  is  no 
other  agricultural  crop  except 
cane  that  these  farmers  can 
grow  and  make  a  profit.  This 
move  back  into  cane  was  started 
last  year  and  was  expanded 
greatly  this  year  with  very  large 
acreages  planted  for  the  1990 
grinding  season.  Practically  all 
this  sugar  cane  will  be  ground 
at  sugar  mills  in  our  area.  This 
added  tonage  means  jobs,  more 
economical  operations  as  mill- 
ing volume  is  expanded,  and  a 
lot  more  dollars  circulating  in 
the  area. 

Because  of  long  lead  times 
on  purchase  of  milling  equip- 
ment and  supplies,  sugar  mills 


have  ordered  and  have  prepared 
to  install  this  equipment  during 
this  present  offseason  for  this 
expansion.  This  is  a  lot  of 
capital  that  is  already  spent 
that  can  not  be  reversed. 

•  Approximately  60  percent  of  the 
special  cane  equipment  such  as 
harvesters,  loaders,  and  im- 
plements are  produced  in  our 
tri-parish  area.  The  farmers,  not 
knowing  what  the  spring  will 
bring,  will  curtail  or  even  stop 
their  buying.  This  means  these 
industries  serving  the  sugar  in- 
dustry will  suffer  immensely. 
The  result  is  layoffs  and  less 
dollars  circulating  in  our  area. 

•  Our  tractor  dealerships  are 
healthy  and  are  an  exception  for 
the  United  States.  This  is 
because  they  are  located  in  the 
cane  area  where  the  farmers  are 
generally  in  good  shape.  They 
will  suffer  greatly  if  no  new 
tractors  and  implements  are 
purchased  by  the  sugar  farmer. 

•  What  will  happen  to  the  leading 
institutions  that  finance  the 
agricultural  industry?  Can 
some  of  them  exist  without  the 
farming  business  and  the  people 
involved  in  this  industry? 

What  Can  Be  Done? 

•  Let  us  rally  all  our  productive 
forces  together  during  the  next 
couple  of  weeks  to  access  the 
damage  that  has  been  done. 
Farmers,  private  business  men, 
state  government,  scientist, 
politicians,  bankers  all  should 
be  included  if  they  can  con- 
tribute to  the  cause. 
(Continued  on  page  10) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SUGAR  IMPORT  QUOTA 
INCREASED  AGAIN 

Agriculture  Secretary  Clayton  Yeut- 
ter  announced  January  17  that  the  im- 
port quota  for  sugar  would  be  increased 
by  325,000  metric  tons  (about  358,255 
short  tons).  The  quota  was  previously  in- 
creased on  September  12  and  November 
24.  This  latest  increase  marks  the  first 
time  ever  in  the  operation  of  the  sugar 
import  quota  that  there  have  been  three 
changes  in  the  level  of  the  quota  for  a 
particular  quota  period.  The  total 
authorized  quota  shipments  of  2,584,865 
metric  tons  is  equal  to  about  2,849,325 
short  tons.  The  quota  period  remains  un- 
changed from  January  1,  1989  through 
September  30,  1990. 

Yeutter  said  the  increase  puts  quota 
shipments  about  13  percent  higher  than 
the  previous  quota  and  that  the  increase 
was  necessary  "to  counter  the  tightness 
in  domestic  sugar  supplies  caused  by 
unexpectedly  low  production  of  beet 
sugar  and  damage  to  the  Florida  and 
Texas  sugar  cane  crops  resulting  from 
the  December  freeze." 

Shipping  patterns  announced  in 
November  remain  in  effect  for  the 
previously  announced  quota.  There  are 
no  shipping  pattern  restrictions  for  any 
country  for  the  increased  quota  amount 
of  325,000  metric  tons. 

USTR  DECIDES  NOT  TO 

REALLOCATE  BRAZIL'S 

SUGAR  QUOTA 

U.S.  Trade  Representative  Carla 
Hills  announced  February  5  that 
Brazil's  share  of  the  U.S.  sugar  quota 
will  not  be  reallocated  at  this  time 
because  the  country  has  begun  to  ship 
sugar  to  the  United  States.  In  a  press 
release,  Ambassador  Hills  said  that 
loading  of  vessels  with  sugar  destined 
for  the  U.S.  has  commenced  and  that 
this  demonstrates  that  the  logjam  has 


been  broken.  Hills  said,  "In  recent 
weeks,  contracts  have  been  signed  for 
the  sale  of  more  than  85,000  tons  of 
Brazilian  sugar  for  delivery  to  the 
United  States.  In  addition,  on  February 
1,  the  Brazilian  Courts  ruled  favorably 
on  a  legal  matter  concerning  the  is- 
suance of  export  licenses  for  more  than 
135,000  tons  of  sugar." 

In  January,  Hills  had  threatened  to 
reallocate  up  to  125,940  metric  tons  of 
Brazil's  quota  if  it  failed  to  ship  quota 
sugar  by  February  5.  Brazil's  quota 
allocation  for  the  period  January  1, 1989 
through  September  30,  1990  was 
351,238  metric  tons,  raw  value,  but 
Brazil  had  shipped  only  56,855  metric 
tons. 

GATT  PANEL  RULES  IN  FAVOR 
OF  U.S.  ON  EC  COMPLAINT 

An  investigative  panel  of  the 
General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and 
Trade  (GATT)  asked  to  review  the  Euro- 
pean Community's  complaint  against 
the  U.S.  sugar  quota  system  ruled  in 
favor  of  the  U.S.  The  EC's  complaint 
maintained  that  the  program's  ex- 
istence under  Section  22  of  the  1933 
Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  is  no 
longer  merited  given  that  the  GATT 
waiver  is  over  40  years  old.  Section  22 
authorizes  the  imposition  of  quotas  or 
fees  on  imports  of  commodities  like 
sugar,  peanuts,  cotton  and  dairy  pro- 
ducts when  those  measures  are  deemed 
necessary  to  prevent  injury  to  U.S.  pro- 
ducers. The  panel's  findings  are  sched- 
uled to  be  presented  to  the  GATT  Coun- 
cil on  February  20. 

ADMINISTRATION  UNVEILS 
FARM  BILL  PROPOSALS 

Agriculture  Secretary  Clayton  Yeut- 
ter unveiled  the  Bush  Administration's 
proposals  for  a  new  multi-year  farm  bill 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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CROP  REPORT  -  1987, 1988  and  1989  YIELDS  -  NEW  DISEASE  OF  CANE 


In  the  last  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin,  I  reported  on  the  freeze  which 
had  occurred  during  December  of  1989 
and  the  effects  of  the  cold  temperatures 
on  the  1990  crop.  At  this  time,  February 
16,  it  is  still  too  early  to  estimate  losses, 
although  damage  is  apparent.  In  the 
areas  of  the  cane  belt  which  had  a  snow 
cover  (roughly  the  lower  third  of  the  belt 
along  the  Gulf  Coast)  cane  eyes  are  in 
much  better  shape  than  in  the  re- 
mainder of  the  belt.  With  the  unusual- 
ly early,  warm  temperatures  experi- 
enced during  January  and  early 
February,  there  is  green  cane  showing 
in  this  area.  This  area  is  approximately 
from  the  Vacherie  area  south  along  the 
Mississippi  River,  from  the  Napoleon- 
ville  area  south  along  Bayou  Lafourche, 
and  from  the  Jeanerette  area  south 
along  Bayou  Teche.  North  of  these  areas 
there  is  much  less  cane  showing  and  in 
some  of  the  northern  areas  the  fields  are 
still  void  of  green  cane  shoots.  Although 
it  is  true  that  the  southern  areas  of  the 
belt  have  gotten  warmer  earlier  which 
has  contributed  to  the  earlier  showing 
of  cane  shoots,  it  has  become  quite  ap- 
parent that  the  snow  cover  is  what  made 
the  largest  difference  in  protecting  the 
cane  eyes. 

The  warm  weather  experienced  dur- 
ing the  last  four  weeks  has  unfortunate- 
ly been  accompanied  by  rain.  Ground 
conditions  have  stayed  very  wet  and  it 
has  been  difficult  to  get  heavy  equip- 
ment in  the  fields  to  clean  out  ditches. 
Growers  have  been  very  good  about 
using  shovels  to  clean  quarter  drains 
but  in  many  cases  field  ditches  now  need 
to  be  cleaned.  The  saturated  soil  condi- 
tions have  caused  an  additional  loss  of 
cane  eyes  due  to  the  rotting  organisms 


which  can  cause  extensive  damage  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  Every  year  many 
eyes  are  lost  due  to  these  wet  weather 
conditions  but  it  is  especially  harmful 
this  year  since  there  are  few  good  eyes 
left  in  some  fields.  Growers  should  con- 
tinue to  keep  fields  as  well  drained  as 
possible. 

Throughout  the  majority  of  the  belt, 
it  is  the  older  stubble  which  appears  to 
be  most  seriously  affected  and  general- 
ly the  lighter  or  coarse  sandy  soils.  The 
plant  cane  which  is  seriously  damaged 
is  concentrated  in  the  more  northern 
areas  and  especially  in  the  Bunkie/ 
Meeker  area.  Most  growers  figure  to 
have  very  little  second  stubble  especial- 
ly in  CP  70-321  which  leads  the  state  in 
acreage.  It  is  still  too  early  to  estimate 
the  amount  of  acres  which  are  damaged 
severely  since  this  varies  greatly  from 
area  to  area  and  even  within  a  farm.  In 
both  1962  and  in  1984  this  industry 
harvested  some  20%  fewer  acres  than  it 
had  expected  to  harvest.  Many  growers 
assume  that  their  losses  will  approx- 
imate or  exceed  that  figure.  However, 
the  extent  of  losses  will  not  only  vary 
from  area  to  area  but  can  change 
drastically  from  now  until  permanent 
millable  stalks  are  established 
sometime  in  July  and  August.  As  is 
usually  the  case,  weather  conditions 
during  the  next  six  months  will  deter- 
mine the  final  outcome  of  this  crop. 

It  is  still  too  early  to  evaluate 
varietal  differences  although  in  the 
1984  freeze  damaged  crop,  CP  70-321, 
CP  65-357  and  CP  72-370  were  the  most 
severely  affected  in  yield  in  outfield  test 
plots  around  the  belt.  CP  74-383  sur- 
vived better  especially  in  stubble  crops. 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 

Editor's  Note:  The  firm  of  Spradley  and  Spradley  was  employed  by  the  League 
as  Baton  Rouge  representatives  effective  January  1,  1990.  Their 
column  will  be  a  regular  update  of  the  situation  in  our  state's 
capitol. 


During  the  1989  Legislative  Session, 
a  bill  was  passed  requiring  truck  drivers 
to  have  a  commercial  driver's  license  in 
an  attempt  to  provide  standards  for 


CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  "3"  One-row  Cane 
Shavers  in  ready  condition.  Philip  & 
Raymond  Hebert  Farms,  Rt.  3,  Box 
684,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560.  (318) 
229-6779  or  (318)  229-8110. 

FOR  SALE:  IH  3688  High 
Clearance,  $18,500.  2-J.D.  4430, 
$16,500.  J.D.  Low  Clearance  4430 
C/A,  $12,500;  4230,  $9,000.  IH 
1066  4  Post,  $9,000.  Ford  9600, 
$5,750.  2  J.D.  3  Row  Chopper 
$5,000  apeice  with  off-bar.  J.D. 
1630  disk  16  foot,  $4,000.  Amco  6 
Row  Hipper;  Amco  8  Row  Hipper. 
Will  Take  Trade.  Call  Dugas  Farms 
(318)845-4774. 

FOR  SALE:  1  Cameco  Self  Pro- 
pelled Loader  W/Cab.  1  J.D. 
Transloader  W/O  Cane  Grab.  1 
Bantam  Excavator.  1  D  &  H  CAT 
Dozer,  Power  Shift,  Self  Start. 
Model  Farm  Company,  Inc.,  (504) 
562-3208. 

FOR  SALE:  Transloader  Grab  for  a 
Back  Hoe,  $2,500.  Call  Allee,  Allee, 
&  Allen  (504)  265-3965. 


drivers,  prevent  abuses,  and  increase 
safety.  This  is  part  of  a  national  pro- 
gram that  requires  state  compliance  by 
October  1,  1993.  Non-compliance  could 
have  meant  loss  of  federal  highway 
funding. 

Basically,  anyone  who  drives  a  truck 
with  a  gross  vehicle  weight  or  a  gross 
combination  weight  of  26,000  and  one  or 
more  pounds  falls  under  this  ruling.  Ad- 
ditionally, anyone  driving  hazardous 
materials,  whether  in  a  Volkswagon  or 
an  18-wheeler,  must  have  a  CDL. 
Drivers  of  vehicles  that  fall  between 
8,000  and  26,000  pounds  (gross  vehicle 
weight  or  gross  combination  weight)  will 
be  required  to  have  a  Class  D  license. 

Sugar  cane  growers  are  exempt 
under  the  exemption  for  farmers  with 
the  following  conditions:  vehicles  that 
are  controlled  and  operated  by  the 
farmer;  used  to  transport  agricultural 
products,  farm  machinery  or  contract 
carrier  operations;  and  driven  no  further 
than  150  miles  from  the  farm.  Please 
note  that  factory  and  mill  operators  are 
not  exempt. 

The  Department  of  Public  Safety 
will  begin  issuing  CDL's  on  July  2, 
1990.  Testing,  however,  might  begin  as 
soon  as  March  or  April.  The  license  will 
cost  $15.  All  vo-tech  schools  will  offer 
classes  about  the  CDL  for  $10.  Drivers 
are  cautioned  to  study  the  CDL  manual, 
even  if  they  have  many  years  of  ex- 
perience, prior  to  the  test.  In  addition  to 
the  written  test,  a  skills  test  is  required. 
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LOW  AND  HIGH  TECH  —  Part  One 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


The  primary  objective  in  operating 
a  raw  sugar  mill  must  always  be  to 
maintain  profitability.  This  requires 
that  each  stage  of  the  process  be  con- 
tinuously upgraded  to  become  as  simple 
and  economical  as  possible.  The  search 
for  simplicity  and  economy  may  lead  to 
low  tech  and  high  tech  responses,  de- 
pending upon  the  circumstances.  In  this 
and  the  next  article,  I  hope  to  illustrate 
the  use  of  both  approaches  with  ex- 
amples from  recent  developments  in 
other  sugar  industries. 

Before  getting  into  the  main  subject, 
a  short  postscript  to  last  month's  article 
dealing  with  water  usage  in  the  factory 
is  necessary.  I  understand  that  some 
mills  are  considering  the  use  of  copper 
based  products  for  waste  water  odor  con- 
trol, for  example,  from  the  wash  tables. 
Although  these  products  may  be  very  ef- 
ficient for  such  uses,  it  must  be  ap- 
preciated that  they  do  introduce  copper, 
a  heavy  metal,  into  the  system  and  that 
there  are  environmental  and  regulatory 
consequences. 

This  month  I  will  describe  some  sim- 
ple or  low  tech  approaches  to  improved 
factory  operation.  A  considerable 
amount  of  water  is  used  in  process  for 
dilution  and  washing  and  all  this  water 
has  to  be  removed  by  evaporation. 
Where  sugar  recovery  is  the  goal  the  use 
of  water  is  unavoidable,  e.g.,  on  the  mill 
and  filters,  but  there  are  many  other  cir- 
cumstances in  which  low  brix  sugar  con- 
taining streams  could  be  used.  This  is 
not  a  new  idea  —  during  WWII  the 
refineries  used  low  color  liquors  as  wash 
in  the  centrifugals. 

A  report  in  the  1989  Proceedings  of 
the  Australian  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 


Technologists  describes  the  substitution 
of  clarified  juice  for  process  water.  This 
was  done  at  the  pan  stage,  in  the  sugar 
drier  arrestor  sprays,  for  clarifier  floc- 
culant  dilution,  for  A-  and  B-molasses 
brix  dilution,  for  C-sugar  dilution  and 
remelting  and  for  washing  sugar  in  the 
high  grade  batch  centrifugals.  Some 
minor  fouling  problems  were  en- 
countered with  the  flocculant  dilution; 
all  the  other  uses  worked  very  well  and 
resulted  in  an  approximately  7%  in- 
crease in  factory  juice  throughput 
without  additional  evaporator  capacity. 
If  the  additional  juice  came  from  in- 
creased imbibition  on  the  mill,  it  would 
require  about  a  25%  increase  in  water 
used,  assuming  the  original  imbibition 
was  200%  on  fibre  with  15%  fibre  in 
cane.  The  advantages  of  increased  im- 
bibition are  well  documented. 

After  each  strike  the  pans  are 
cleaned  with  high  pressure  sprays  of 
clarified  juice  and  the  washings  sent  to 
the  evaporator  feed  tank.  Sight  glass 
water,  balancing  water  (used  to  main- 
tain the  evaporation  rate)  and  fine  grain 
washing  water  were  all  substituted  with 
clarified  juice  on  all  high  grade  pans, 
with  the  exception  of  washing  and 
balancing  water  on  the  final  B-strikes. 
No  problems  were  reported  in  maintain- 
ing the  desired  purity  levels  in  the 
various  massecuites,  only  minor  ad- 
justments being  required. 

The  dilution  of  A-  and  B-molasses 
with  clarified  juice  for  pan  feed  will 
result  in  increased  molasses  purity.  The 
lower  the  brix  of  the  diluted  molasses, 
the  greater  will  be  the  purity  increase. 
Their  traditional  practice  has  been  to 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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•  Our  experiment  stations  should 
be  digging  out  samples  of  cane 
stubble  and  moving  these  into 
green  houses  that  simulate 
spring.  Examine  these  samples 
to  see  if  the  cane  buds  will  ger- 
minate. Find  out  what  the 
percentage  and  the  extent  of  the 
damage  is.  With  many  replica- 
tions that  are  well  done,  definite 
percentages  of  lost  cane  be 
established  accurately  for  each 
area.  These  scientist  doing  the 
work  should  remember  that  the 
industry  does  not  need  theories, 
don't  procrastinate,  give  them 
some  hard  answers  as  accurate- 
ly as  you  can.  It  is  not  an  im- 
possible task  and  can  be  done 
quickly. 

•  Once  the  percentages  are 
established,  production  figures 
can  be  established  by  areas. 
Evaluate  those  losses  in  ton- 
nage for  the  1990  and  the  1991 
crops.  These  forecasts  should  be 
published. 

•  Industries  such  as  financial  in- 
stitutions, fertilizer  and 
chemical  suppliers,  machinery 
manufacturers,  tractor  dealer- 
ships, insurance  companies,  and 
the  many  suppliers  to  the  sugar 
industy  should  be  supplied  the 
assembled  information.  With 
this  important  forecast  they  can 
plan  and  adjust  to  the  disastrous 
situation.  Presently,  the  fer- 
tilizer industry  is  getting  ready 
to  order  great  amounts  of  fer- 
tilizer for  the  1990  cultivation. 
Farmers  are  preparing  budgets 
for  their  crop  loans  to  raise  the 
1990  crop.  Used  properly  the  in- 


formation published  can  avoid 
another  oil  industry  type  of 
disaster.  This  we  don't  need  and 
certainly  don't  want. 

•  During  the  weeks  preceding  the 
freeze,  we  were  inundated  by 
visits,  parties,  and  meetings  for 
our  Senatorial  delegation  in 
Washington.  They  were  here 
because  they  needed  us.  They 
must  be  made  to  realize  that  we 
now  need  them.  They  should  be 
given  the  production  estimates 
established,  to  see  what  they 
can  do  to  contribute  to  the  solu- 
tion. They  must  be  made  to 
realize,  that,  if  we  have  the 
losses  that  are  expected  for  the 
coming  crops,  we  will  be  worse 
off  than  the  merchants  in 
Panama  who  were  looted  by 
their  own  people. 

•  The  Louisiana  sugar  industy 
has  been  blessed  by  the  large 
number  of  young  farmers  that 
have  entered  in  the  growing 
sugar  industry.  These  young 
farmers  have  taken  over  land 
that  has  been  made  available  by 
large  agro  businesses  that  have 
given  up  farming  to  concentrate 
on  their  milling  operations. 
These  young  farmers  and  their 
wives  are  well  educated  and 
farm  as  professionals.  They  are 
unique  in  that  they  are  usually 
farm  raised,  keep  excellent 
records  and  know  what  their 
costs  are.  Most  of  them  have 
good  equipment,  use  computers, 
and  are  not  afraid  of  hard  work. 
Through  no  fault  of  their  own, 
they  will  be  hurt.  Let  us  find  out 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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the  extent  of  the  damage  and 
make  help  available  so  that 
they  do  not  get  discouraged. 
They  are  our  future. 

One  consolation  in  all  of  this 
is  that  the  Texas  and  Florida  in- 
dustry have  been  hit  equally  as 
hard.  Hawaii  is  the  only  cane 
sugar  grower  that  has  not  been 
hit  by  this  bad  weather.  This 
may  cause  prices  to  rise,  and  the 
farmer  may  get  a  better  price  for 
the  1989  sugar  that  is  not  sold. 
It  might  also  help  in  the  up  and 
coming  farm  legislation  when 
the  government  finds  out  what 
it  is  like  to  live  without  the 
sugar  from  our  own  domestic 
production. 

Groups  such  as  those  men- 
tioned above  should  be  formed 
to  look  into  other  agro  or  aqua 
culture  industries  that  could 
have  suffered  from  the  freeze.  I 
am  sure  some  have  suffered 
damages  that  are  equally  as  bad 
as  the  sugar  industry.  They  will 
need  help  also. 
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calling  for  administrative  and 
legislative  changes  to  provide  farmers 
greater  flexibility  to  grow  crops  for  the 
marketplace,  to  reduce  farm  credit 
losses  and  to  tie  acreage  reduction  pro- 
grams to  market  needs.  The  Secretary 
said  there  are  no  cost  estimates  attached 
to  the  Administration's  proposals. 

While  the  proposal  addresses  vir- 
tually every  program  covered  under  the 
1985  Farm  Bill,  recommendations  for  a 
sugar  program  were  conspicuously  ex- 
cluded. Instead,  in  answer  to  a  question 
regarding  the  Administration  position 
on  the  sugar  program  contained  in  a 
briefing  paper  accompanying  the  pro- 
posal, the  Administration  said  it  will 
work  closely  with  Congress  to  determine 
the  appropriate  option  in  1990.  In  addi- 
tion, changes  in  the  sugar  price  support 
program  will  likely  have  to  be  con- 
sidered after  the  conclusion  of  the  GATT 
negotiations. 


HOUSE  AGRICULTURE 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 

INTRODUCES  BILL 

In  a  related  matter,  House 
Agriculture  Committee  Chairman  Kika 
de  la  Garza  (D-Tx)  and  Ranking  Minori- 
ty Member  Ed  Madigan  (R-IL)  intro- 
duced farm  bill  legislation  designed  to 
serve  as  the  markup  vehicle  and  start- 
ing point  for  the  Committee's  delibera- 
tions on  a  new  omnibus  farm  bill  this 
year.  The  measure  basically  extends 
portions  of  existing  law  set  to  expire  this 
year  and  freezes  provisions  at  current 
operating  levels.  The  bill  extends  the 
sugar  minimum  loan  level  at  18  cents 
per  pound  for  the  1991  through  1995 
crops  of  sugar  cane  and  extends  optional 
authority  to  increase  the  loan  levels  to 


reflect  increased  production  costs.  De  la 
Garza  has  said  he  wants  to  pass  a  farm 
bill  out  of  committee  by  late  spring. 

On  the  Senate  side,  several  members 
of  the  Agriculture  Committee  are  ex- 
pected to  introduce  their  own  versions 
of  new  farm  legislation  in  the  near 
future. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  ISSUES  TO 
BE  ADDRESSED  IN  FARM  BILL 

The  1990  farm  bill  most  likely  will 
include  some  changes  in  conservation 
and  environmental  policy.  The  Ad- 
ministration's recently  released  pro- 
posal contains  some  environmental 
changes,  House  Agriculture  Committee 
Chairman  de  la  Garza  and  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee  Chairman  Pat 
Leahy  (D-VT)  have  stated  that  conser- 
vation and  environmental  concerns  will 
be  addressed  in  the  farm  bill  and  an  en- 
vironmental coalition  has  presented  a 
proposal  for  changes. 

The  environmental  coalition  pro- 
posal seeks  incentives  in  the  farm  bill 
to  encourage  resource  conservation  by 
paying  farmers  to  try  different  practices 
in  areas  where  pesticides,  fertilizer, 
animal  waste  and  sediment  runoff  pose 
a  problem  to  the  water  supply;  require 
farmers  and  chemical  dealers  to  keep 
detailed  records  of  sales  and  use;  and  re- 
quire that  farmers  have  pesticide 
management  plans  by  1995  to  be  eligi- 
ble for  federal  benefits. 

The  Administration's  proposal  leans 
more  toward  an  incentive  approach  than 
a  regulatory  approach  proposed  by  the 
environmental  coalition.  It  would  ex- 
pand the  Conservation  Reserve  to  take 
in  land  near  threatened  water  supplies 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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(Continued 

and  land  designated  as  wetland,  offer  a 
multi-year  set-aside  with  payments  for 
permanent  cover  and  eliminate  some 
disincentives  to  crop  rotation  through  its 
"flexibility"  plan. 

A  coalition  of  commodity  groups  is 
also  working  on  a  comprehensive  con- 
servation and  environmental  proposal. 


from  page  12) 

the  existing  U.S.  program  of  trade 
benefits  for  the  Caribbean  region.  She 
said,  however,  that  the  government  con- 
tinues to  oppose  provisions  in  pending 
legislation  setting  minimum  quotas  on 
sugar  imports  saying  they  would  violate 
the  terms  of  the  waiver  granted  the  U.S. 
under  the  GATT  to  impose  such  quotas 
on  a  non-discriminatory  basis. 


CBI  HEARING  HELD  IN  SENATE 

The  Senate  Finance  International 
Trade  Subcommittee  held  a  hearing 
February  9  on  legislation  to  extend  the 
Caribbean  Basin  Initiative  (CBI)  which 
is  due  to  expire  September  30,  1995. 
U.S.  Trade  Representative  Carla  Hills 
testified  that  the  Administration  will 
soon  propose  to  Congress  specific 
measures  for  extending  and  improving 
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control  A-  and  B-molasses  brix  values 
between  70  and  75,  but  they  found  that 
this  range  could  be  increased  to  77  to  80 
without  any  detrimental  effects  using 
clarified  juice.  The  average  purity  rise 
of  0.55  points  was  not  considered  signifi- 
cant. Higher  purity  rises  could  be  con- 
trolled with  minor  adjustments  to  the 
boiling  scheme.  Preparation  of  magma 
and  melting  of  C-sugar  was  all  done 
using  clarified  juice,  though  this  is  fairly 
common  practice. 

The  use  of  clarified  juice  as  wash  for 
the  commercial  sugar  will  also  result  in 
increased  molasses  purities.  Again  this 
was  not  found  to  be  detrimental  to 
operation.  Some  changes  of  length  of 
spray  time  may  be  necessary.  The  major 
concern  was  the  effect  on  sugar  quality. 
No  problems  of  increased  color  were  en- 
countered, even  with  washing  of  the 
sugar  to  achieve  high  polarizations.  The 
results  were  inconsistent  for  the  sugar 
polarization   values,    in   part   due   to 


(Continued  from  page  9) 

limited  data,  but  the  differences  were 
quite  small.  Also,  no  significant  change 
was  noted  for  the  reducing  sugar  and 
ash  levels  in  the  sugar. 

A  similar  report  from  South  Africa 
on  the  use  of  syrup  (preferably  after 
clarification)  for  centrifugal  washing 
gave  positive  results.  They  report  that 
A-massecuite  exhaustion  can  rise  by  1 
to  1.5  points  and  that  there  is  a  30% 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  sugar 
dissolved  in  the  centrifugal. 

Copies  of  the  papers  described  are 
available  upon  request.  This  approach 
to  improved  factory  economy  is  simple 
and  the  primary  requirement  is  the  ad- 
ditional piping  involved.  A  ring  main  for 
the  clarified  juice  would  probably  be 
necessary  to  avoid  stagnant  sections 
which  may  cool  and  cause  juice 
deterioration.  If  a  filtrate  clarification 
system  is  installed,  the  low  brix  filtrate 
could  be  used  instead  of  the  clarified 
juice. 
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(Continued  from  page  7) 

CP  76-331  and  CP  79-318  which  many  growers  probably  don't  care  whether  they 
come  back  or  not  because  of  their  harvestability  problems,  both  survived  the  1984 
freeze  damaged  crop  and  may  show  up  very  well  this  spring. 

1987,  1988  AND  1989  ESTIMATED  CROP 

Questions  have  arisen  over  the  actual  crop  yields  of  the  last  few  years.  Yields 
as  recorded  in  this  office  for  the  1987, 1988  and  1989  crops  are  as  seen  in  the  follow- 
ing table.  The  figures  for  1987  and  1988  are  final  yields.  The  values  for  1989  are 
still  estimates  in  some  categories. 

YIELD  CATEGORY  1987  1988  1989 


Total  planted  acres 

285,000.0 

305,000.0 

320.000.0 

Total  harvested  acres 

263,000.0 

279,000.0 

294,000.0 

Tons  of  sugar  produced,  r.v. 

748,000.0 

814,0C0.0 

850,000.0 

Pounds  of  sugar/acre 

5,688.0 

5,835.0 

5,780.0 

Pounds  of  sugar/gross 

225.0 

210.0 

204.0 

Gross  tons  of  cane  ground 

6,665,000.0 

7,763,000.0 

8,329,000.0 

Gross  tons  of  cane/acre 

25.3 

27.8 

28.3 

Recovery  rate/gross  ton 

11.3 

10.5 

10.2 

Gallons  of  molasses 

35,672,000.0 

41,403,000.0 

41,000,000.0 

NEW  DISEASE  OF  SUGARCANE 

Last  October,  at  the  International  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists  meeting 
in  Brazil,  Dr.  Jean  Claude  Autrey  of  Mauritius,  presented  information  concern- 
ing a  new  disease  of  sugarcane  that  had  been  reported  in  several  areas  around 
the  world.  It  has  also  been  found  in  Florida  and  Hawaii.  To  date  no  one  has  looked 
for  the  disease  in  Louisiana.  It  is  caused  by  a  virus  but  causes  no  real  visual  symp- 
toms and  therefore  can  only  be  identified  through  a  complex  test  which  identifies 
the  particular  virus  particles.  The  disease  is  currently  called  Sugar  Cane 
Bacilliform  Virus  or  SCBV  and  was  first  identified  in  1985  in  Morocco  and  in  Cuba. 
The  name  bacilliform  virus  describes  the  shape  of  the  virus  particle  which  is 
bacteria-like  or  sausage-shaped.  During  the  coming  year  researchers  will  check 
to  see  if  it  is  present  in  Louisiana  and  Texas.  Not  much  is  known  about  its  ability 
to  cause  any  yield  loss  but  it  is  thought  that  this  disease  may  interact  with  sugar- 
cane mosaic. 


PATRONIZE  THE  ADVERTISERS  WHO 
PATRONIZE  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 

16  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


rhe  Sugar  Bulletin 
>06  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
fhibodaux,  La.  70301 


Address  Correction  Requested) 


Serials  Depi*  Cathy  Braiman 
Louisiana  State  University  Librar 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70803 


BULK  RATE 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT  NO.  533 
New  Orleans,  La. 


The  Sugar 
Bulletin 

OFFICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A. 


In  This  Issue 

Up  Front  With  The  League 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr 4 

Washington  Update  With  Don  Wallace 6 

Farm  Notes  by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 8 

Mechanical  Sugarcane  Planters:  Improvements 
Through  The  Years  By  Herman  Waguespack 
and  Windell  Jackson 10 

The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 11 

In  The  Factory  by  Stephen  J.  Clarke 12 

Cost  Comparison  Study  Continued 

By  Harvey  Gonsoulin 14 


We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


Vol.  68  -  No.  7 


APRIL  1,  1990 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr.,  Editor  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  Research  and  Field  Representative 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 

John  Constant,  Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens,  Office  Secretary 


Washington  Representative: 
Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:  (202)  331-4331 


Baton  Rouge  Representative: 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
6216  Riverbend  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70820 
Phone:  (504)  766-1359 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA. 
Phone:  (504)  448-3707 


70301 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


William  S.  Patout,  III,  Jeanerette,  LA 

President 
Dr.  Daniel  Viator,  Youngsville,  LA 

1st  Vice-President 
P.  J.  "Pete"  deGravelles,  Franklin,  LA 

Vice  President  —  General  Manager 


Pat  Accardo,  Franklin,  LA 
Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 
J.  G.  Beaud,  Jr.,  New  Roads,  LA 
Bert  Beyt,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Felix  Blanchard,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Neal  Bolton,  St.  James,  LA 
Joseph  E.  Boudreaux,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Fred  Y.  Clark,  Franklin,  LA 
Lawrence  Dugas,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland,  LA 
Paul  Ellender,  Bourg,  LA 
John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Mike  Graugnard,  Edgard,  LA 
Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Roddy  Hulett,  St.  Martinville,  LA 
Bobby  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 
Kenneth  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  LA 
Denis  Lanaux,  Killona,  LA 
Melvin  Landry,  New  Iberia,  LA 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 
Jerry  McKee,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  LA 
R.  L.  Roane,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  LA 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  DC 

Vice  President  —  Government  Relations 
Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Treasurer 
Irving  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Secretary 


Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 
Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 
James  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
John  Thibaut,  Napoleonville,  LA 
Glen  Timmons,  Brusly,  LA 
Eugene  Woods,  Paincourtville,  LA 


HONORARY  MEMBERS 

Joseph  G.  Beaud,  Sr.,  New  Roads,  LA 
Charles  Billeaud,  Broussard,  LA 
Paul  G.  Borron,  Jr.,  Plaquemine,  LA 
Jerry  L.  Dickson,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Gilbert  J.  Durbin,  New  Orleans,  LA 
F.  Evans  Farwell,  New  Orleans,  LA 
J.  N.  Foret,  Jr.,  Mathews,  La. 
Andrew  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 
F.  A.  Graugnard,  St.  James,  LA 
Warren  J.  Harang,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Lloyd  Lauden,  New  Orleans,  LA 
E.  W.  McNeil,  Brusly,  LA 
J.  Randolph  Roane,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Charles  C.  Savoie,  Belle  Rose,  LA 
Edward  T.  Supple,  Bayou  Goula,  LA 
E.  Berkshire  Terrill,  Brusly,  LA 
M.  V.  Yarbrough,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 


POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN,  206  E.  BAYOU  RD.,  THIBODAUX,  LA.  70301. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


THE 

ULTIMATE 

"DRAIN  CLEANER  TRACTOR' 

IS 
COMING: 


SEE  THESE  LOCAL  DEALERS: 


SWITZER  SALES  AND  SERVICE 
Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)  276-6384 


LANIER  INTL.,  INC. 
Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 


LEMANN'S  FARM  SUPPLY  INC. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  Thibodaux,  LA  Donaldsonville,  LA 

(504)  357-6453  (504)  447-3776  (504)  473-7927 


ffiiam 


APRIL  1,  1990 


UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 

The  following  is  a  guest  editorial  by  Dalton  Landry,  County  Agent  and 
Coordinator  of  Extension  Sugarcane  Educational  Programs  with  the  Lou- 
isiana Cooperative  Extension  Service. 

Good  Times  to  Bad  Times  Become  the 
ircane  Farmer's  Lot 


Sugai 


The  celebration  by  Louisiana's 
sugarcane  producers  resulting  from  the 
good  1989  crop  was  short  lived  as  they 
now  ponder  the  effects  of  the  1989 
Christmastime  freeze  on  the  1990  crop. 

Sugarcane,  which  is  an  important 
agronomic  crop,  was  grown  commercial- 
ly in  Louisiana  in  17  parishes  by  about 
773  producers  in  1989.  County  agents  in 
the  sugarcane  producing  parishes 
reported  about  299,000  acres  were 
harvested  from  the  estimated  328,000 
acres  of  sugarcane  grown.  The  remain- 
ing acreage  was  used  for  seed.  A  total 
of  8,329,000  gross  tons  of  sugarcane  has 
harvested  and  delivered  to  the  21  sugar 
mills  in  Louisiana  that  process  sugar- 
cane into  raw  sugar.  Approximately 
850,000  tons  of  raw  sugar  were  produced 
in  the  state,  an  increase  of  4.4  percent 
over  the  previous  high  record  in  1988. 
For  the  third  year  in  a  row,  preliminary 
crop  reports  indicate  that  sugar  produc- 
tion exceeded  200  pounds  per  gross  ton. 
The  all-time  record  of  225  tons  of  sugar 
per  gross  ton  was  set  in  1987.  The  1988 
and  1989  crops  will  have  similar  produc- 
tion of  204  pounds  of  sugar  per  gross  ton. 
The  average  sugar  per  gross  ton  for  the 
five  years  prior  to  1987  was  180  pounds. 
Although  wet  field  conditions  and 
lodged  cane  did  make  harvesting  of  the 
1989  crop  more  difficult  and  expensive 
to  harvest,  the  good  sugarcane  yield  per 


acre  and  the  good  sugar  per  ton  yields 
did  make  the  1989  crop  one  that  pro- 
ducers will  remember  as  a  good  one. 

The  situation  faced  by  sugarcane 
producers  as  they  look  toward  the  1990 
crop  is  just  the  opposite  of  what  they 
looked  forward  to  for  the  1989  crop.  In 
March  of  1989  as  they  looked  into  their 
fields,  producers  saw  good  cane  stands; 
in  March  1990  they  see  cane  fields  left 
damaged  by  the  1989  Christmastime 
freeze.  The  1989  Christmastime  freeze 
was  compared  by  many  to  the  1983  late 
December  freeze  which  caused  damage 
to  the  1984  sugarcane  crop.  The  451,500 
tons  of  sugar  produced  for  the  1984  crop 
following  the  1983  freeze  was  25%  less 
than  the  606,000  tons  produced  for  the 
1983  crop  and  one-third  less  than  the 
average  sugar  production  for  the  three- 
year  period  of  1981-1983.  Most  of  the 
damage  following  the  1983  freeze  was  to 
second  year  stubble  sugarcane,  with 
some  damage  to  first  year  stubble  and 
little  damage  to  plant  cane.  Since  the 
1989  Christmas  freeze  it  has  become  ap- 
parent that  the  damage  to  the  1990 
Louisiana  sugarcane  crop  will  be 
greater  than  for  the  1983  freeze.  The  ex- 
act amount  of  damage  will  not  be 
measured  until  the  1990  harvest; 
however,  some  assessment  of  the 
damage  will  be  made  from  now  until 
(Continued  on  page  16) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SUGAR  HEARINGS  HELD  IN 
SENATE  AND  HOUSE 

The  Senate  Agricultural  Production 
Subcommittee  held  a  hearing  March  8 
on  the  sugar  title  in  preparation  for  the 
1990  Farm  Bill.  Representatives  of  the 
Bush  Administration  as  well  as  sugar 
producers,  processors,  users  and  foreign 
suppliers  testified  before  the  Subcom- 
mittee. Fritz  Stein,  a  member  of  the 
Florida  Sugar  Cane  League,  testified  on 
behalf  of  the  sugarcane  growers  and  pro- 
cessors. Julius  Katz,  Deputy  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  testified  that  the  best 
way  to  make  U.S.  sugar  import  quotas 
comply  with  GATT  rules  may  be  a  tariff 
rate  quota  —  a  two-tier  tariff  system 
with  rates  that  would,  according  to 
Katz,  restrict  imports  to  their  current 
level.  He  said  the  Administration  is  con- 
sidering such  a  proposal,  but  said 
negotiations  between  industry  sugar 
producers  and  congressional  leaders  will 
take  place  before  a  decision  is  made. 
Later  during  that  same  week,  18 
members  of  the  Senate  Caucus  sent  a 
letter  to  President  Bush,  expressing 
their  opposition  to  any  changes  in  the 
current  sugar  program,  including  a 
tariff  rate  quota,  before  completion  of 
the  GATT  negotiations.  Both  Senators 
Bennett  Johnston  (D-LA)  and  John 
Breaux  (D-LA)  signed  the  letter. 

Congressman  Jerry  Huckaby  (D-LA) 
chaired  the  House  Cotton,  Rice  &  Sugar 
Subcommittee  hearing  March  15.  A 
majority  of  the  witnesses  urged  the 
panel  to  leave  the  current  sugar  pro- 
gram largely  intact  in  the  1990  Farm 
Bill  and  not  make  any  unilateral 
changes  in  the  program  before  the 
GATT  negotiations  are  completed. 

John  Campbell,  testifying  on  behalf 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
said  the  Administration  had  no  specific 


proposals  to  change  the  sugar  program. 
Campbell  said,  "We  see  no  reason  to 
make  significant  changes  in  our  sugar 
legislation,  although  some  marginal  ad- 
justments may  be  appropriate."  When 
questioned  about  what  he  meant  by 
marginal  adjustments,  Campbell  said 
USDA  had  no  specific  recommendations 
at  this  time,  but  would  work  with  Con- 
gress. Campbell  also  said  USDA  opposes 
production  controls  on  domestic  sugar. 
ASCL  member  Jerry  McKee,  testi- 
fying on  behalf  of  the  cane  sugar  in- 
dustry, including  the  refiners,  called  for 
a  five-year  renewal  of  a  sugar  program 
similar  to  the  current  one  which  has 
worked  so  well  for  the  past  nine  years. 
The  cane  sugar  industry  also  made  the 
following  specific  recommendations: 

(1)  Continuation  of  the  "no-cost" 
program. 

(2)  Loan  program  be  continued  with 
a  loan  rate  no  less  than  18  cents  per 
pound  with  any  future  increases  tied  to 
costs  of  production. 

(3)  Differential  between  the 
minimum  loan  rate  for  refined  beet 
sugar  be  made  more  equitable  by  using 
a  five-year,  rather  than  a  10-year  base 
in  calculations  by  USDA. 

(4)  Loans  be  non-recourse,  repayable 
in  nine  months  or  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year,  which  ever  comes  first. 

(5)  Minimum  market  access  of  1.25 
million  short  tons,  raw  value,  per  year 
for  traditional  exporters  to  the 
American  market  which  would  be 
guaranteed  by  standby  domestic 
marketing  allotments  for  all  nutritive 
sweeteners. 

Congressman  Clyde  Holloway  (R- 
L  A),  a  member  of  the  Subcommittee  at- 
tended the  hearing  and  expressed  his 
appreciation  to  the  cane  sugar  industry 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

ROBERT  ALLAIN  -  CROP  REPORT  -  MECHANICAL  PLANTERS 


Mr.  Robert  Allain  of  Jeanerette,  La., 
a  cane  grower  and  industry  leader  that 
many  members  of  this  industry  knew 
well,  passed  away  on  Wednesday, 
February  7,  1990.  Mr.  Allain  had  been 
diagnosed  with  cancer  during  1989  but 
was  active  in  cane  farming  until  his 
death.  For  those  of  us  who  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  work  with  "Mr.  Bobby",  we 
had  the  greatest  of  respect.  His  farming 
abilities,  his  record  keeping,  his  desire 
for  perfection  in  the  smallest  of  details, 
his  friendship,  his  guidance  and  leader- 
ship, and  his  wanting  to  always  see  the 
best  in  everything,  drove  all  of  us  to  do 
a  better  job  for  this  industry.  Mr.  Allain 
served  this  industry  and  those  of  us  in 
the  League  by  providing  land,  time, 
labor,  and  equipment  for  an  outfield 
variety  test,  a  secondary  seed  increase 
station,  numerous  other  tests  of  interest 
to  us,  and  of  course  many  new  pieces  of 
equipment  which  he  and  his  family  were 
able  to  construct  on  their  farm  between 
Jeanerette  and  Franklin.  Mr.  Bobby  had 
served  on  the  League's  Contact  Commit- 
tee and  served  as  Agricultural  Section 
Chairman  of  the  American  Society  of 
Sugar  Cane  Technologists  in  1975.  He 
served  as  President  of  St.  Mary  Sugar 
Coop  during  1976-77  as  well  as  serving 
in  civic  positions  in  the  community.  Mr. 
Bobby  was  a  good  friend  to  many  of  us 
and  inspired  us  as  youngsters  to  put  our 
best  foot  forward  for  this  industry.  He 
will  be  sadly  missed  by  all  of  us  who  con- 
tinue to  work  in  his  memory. 

CROP  REPORT 

As  of  this  writing,  March  15,  1990, 
at  which  time  it  is  raining  with  a 
temperature  of  54  degrees,  the  crop 
report  is  not  good.  The  severe  freeze 


which  occurred  in  December  of  1989  has 
caused  even  more  damage  than  expected 
especially  with  the  very  wet  field  condi- 
tions which  have  existed  since  early 
January.  There  is  now  backwater 
flooding  in  some  areas  and  with  flooded 
swamps  there  is  no  place  for  water  to 
drain  or  to  be  pumped.  The  rivers  and 
bayous  are  high  and  still  more  rain  con- 
tinues to  fall.  Temperatures  have  been 
above  normal  during  this  period  but  still 
cane  is  not  showing  well  because  of  the 
tremendous  number  of  dead  or  damaged 
eyes.  Eyes  that  are  still  good  at  this  time 
are  deep  in  the  ground  and  in  many 
cases  have  not  yet  begun  to  move.  These 
fields  would  probably  benefit  from  shav- 
ing or  at  least  loosening  the  top  of  the 
row  to  help  warm  up  the  soil.  Other 
fields  have  shoots  or  small  spurs  in  the 
area  that  would  be  shaved  and  could 
possibly  be  damaged.  In  these  cases 
these  are  often  the  last  eyes  available 
and  there  is  too  great  a  risk  to  shave 
these  fields.  Growers  will  hopefully  ex- 
amine fields  carefully  before  they  per- 
form some  activity. 

It  is  still  too  early  to  predict  the 
amount  of  damage  from  the  freeze 
followed  by  the  wet  weather.  However, 
many  of  those  who  travel  the  belt  are 
estimating  that  this  industry  will  have 
a  difficult  time  making  50%  of  a  normal 
crop.  Statewide,  it  is  already  a  certain- 
ty that  there  will  be  more  acreage 
plowed  out  than  can  be  planted.  The 
effects  of  this  freeze  will  be  extremely 
damaging  and  may  take  two  cycles  of 
cane  to  remedy  the  situation.  Growers 
are  still  advised  to  prepare  to  plant  as 
much  cane  as  possible  in  an  attempt  to 
survive. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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Growers  should  also  be  careful  not 
to  over-react  and  cover  cane  too  deeply 
this  coming  fall.  The  Cooperative  Exten- 
sion recommendations  call  for  4  inches 
of  packed  soil.  In  most  years  this  depth 
is  sufficient  to  protect  plant  cane, 
assuming  that  growers  do  not  over-spray 
planted  cane  with  herbicides  which 
makes  row  erosion  in  the  winter  season 
worse  than  normal.  The  varieties  that 
are  now  being  recommended  cannot 
tolerate  deep  covering  and  will  be  hurt 
if  growers  try  to  cover  much  more  than 
the  recommended  depth.  There  will  un- 
doubtedly be  many  more  discussions 
about  this  subject  in  the  months  to  come 
and  growers  will  be  well  advised  to  enter 
into  these  discussions  and  plan  on  doing 
the  best  job  possible  during  this  coming 
planting  season. 


MECHANICAL  PLANTERS 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin  is  an  article  by  Herman 
Waguespack,  Jr.  and  Windell  Jackson 
concerning  mechanical  planting  of 
sugarcane.  At  the  ASSCT  meeting  in 
February,  this  author  presented  data 
which  shows  the  need  for  research  to 
reduce  the  damage  to  seed  cane  that 
mechanical  planters  cause.  The  article 
that  Herman  and  Windell  have  pre- 
pared describes  future  articles  that  will 
present  to  this  industry  those  planters 
which  have  been  built  and  used  in  an  at- 
tempt to  help  find  better  planting 
systems.  You  are  encouraged  to  par- 
ticipate by  calling  us  if  you  have  made 
changes  to  a  planter  which  you  feel  have 
resulted  in  either  improved  performance 
or  even  ideas  that  have  not  worked  and 
which  you  would  like  to  share  with  the 
rest  of  the  industry. 
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Mechanical  Sugarcane  Planters: 
Improvements  Through  the  Years 

by  Herman  Waguespack,  Agronomist 
and  Windell  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 


A  series  of  articles  on  mechanical 
sugarcane  planters  are  being  planned  to 
appear  in  future  issues  of  The  Sugar 
Bulletin.  These  articles  will  focus  on 
some  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made 
by  this  industry  to  improve  the  efficien- 
cy of  mechanical  planters  in  Louisiana. 
Through  the  years,  many  of  the  ideas 
and  improvements  have  been  made 
through  the  efforts  of  individual  growers 
on  their  farms.  This,  of  course,  is  not 
meant  to  diminish  the  efforts  of  com- 
mercial machine  shops  who  have  taken 
some  of  these  ideas  and  refined  them  in- 
to working  machinery  for  the  benefit  of 
the  industry.  On  the  contrary,  we  are 
fortunate  to  have  a  close  working  rela- 
tionship with  our  commercial  shops  and 
are  grateful  for  their  input. 

It  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  that 
the  planters  in  use  today  are  the  result 
of  many  years  of  modifications.  Through 
trial  and  error,  countless  hours  have 
been  spent  designing,  fabricating  and 
field  testing  different  planters  to  try  to 
develop  a  machine  that  will  evenly 
distribute  cane  in  the  furrow  with  the 
least  amount  of  seed  damage.  Although 
progress  has  been  made,  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement  in  terms  of  seed 
damage,  planting  rate  and  distribution. 

The  need  to  document  the  efforts  be- 
ing made  to  improve  mechanical 
planters  became  apparent  after  the  re- 
cent ASSCT  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge.  At 
the  meeting,  a  panel  discussion  on 
sugarcane  planters  focused  on  some  of 
these  improvements  and  provided  a 
forum  for  conversation  on  planters. 

Since  many  of  the  growers  who  are 
doing  work  on  planters  are  on  the 


American  Sugar  Cane  League  Farm 
Machinery  Committee,  this  committee 
called  on  Roland  Talbot,  Sonny  Adams 
and  A.  V.  Allain  and  Sons  to  highlight 
some  of  the  major  improvements  they 
have  made  on  their  planters.  The 
meeting  participants  were  also  able  to 
see  "live"  action  through  the  use  of 
videotaped  footage  of  these  planters  in 
operation.  Much  of  the  work  presented 
focused  on  various  cane  metering 
systems  which  have  improved  seed 
distribution  rates  and  consistency.  A 
concentrated  effort  on  the  need  to  keep 
seed  cane  damage  to  a  minimum  was  a 
common  goal  in  the  presentations. 

The  modifications  presented  at  the 
meeting  were  only  a  few  of  the  many 
changes  that  have  been  made.  If  you  or 
someone  you  know  has  made  an  im- 
provement that  has  helped  the  planting 
operation,  no  matter  how  small,  we 
would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Additional- 
ly, if  changes  were  made  that  did  not 
work,  it  is  important  that  they  are  also 
documented  to  prevent  someone  else 
from  making  the  same  mistakes.  Many 
of  the  best  ideas  in  this  industry  have 
been  borne  out  of  simple  concepts  which 
have  been  expanded  upon  and  improved 
by  neighbors  helping  neighbors. 

The  results  of  a  planting  method 
survey,  conducted  by  the  League  were 
also  presented  at  the  meeting  by  Dr. 
Charley  Richard,  Director  of  Research 
and  Field  Representative.  The  survey 
information  was  based  upon  the 
responses  received  from  51  growers 
which  represented  close  to  20%  of  the 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


For  some  time,  the  trials  and 
tribulations  of  worker's  comp  have  been 
the  bane  of  businesspeople's  existence. 
While  this  isn't  likely  to  change 
anytime  soon,  we  did  get  some  good 
news  in  February.  Although  the  In- 
surance Rating  Commission  (IRC)  ap- 
proved a  rate  increase,  it's  not  even  close 
to  what  the  National  Council  on  Com- 
pensation Insurance  (NCCI)  had  pro- 
posed, and  can  be  considered  a  victory 
for  business. 

At  press  time,  however,  the  IRC  had 
scheduled  a  meeting  on  March  21  to 
discuss  taking  action  on  the  rate  in- 
crease for  the  voluntary  market.  Addi- 
tionally, the  NCCI  has  requested,  and 
the  IRC  has  scheduled  for  April  19,  an 
appeal  of  the  Commission's  ruling  on 
the  rate  increase  granted  in  February. 
NCII  maintains  that  the  rate  increase 
is  woefully  insufficient. 

Following  are  the  provisions  of  the 
February  ruling: 

•  The  IRC  deferred  action  on  the 
rate  increase  for  the  voluntary 
pool.  Requested  increase:  38 
percent. 

•  In  the  assigned  risk  pool,  the 
following  was  approved: 

•  15  percent  average  increase  in 
the  base  rate.  Requested  in- 
crease: 73.7  percent. 

•  First  $5,000  of  premium  is  ex- 
empt from  the  surcharge. 

•  Surcharge  increase  from  20  to 
25  percent. 

•  All  employers  with  a  credit 
modifier  (ie.  experience  rating 
less  than  1.0)  will  not  pay  a 
surcharge.  Those  with  an  ex- 
perience rating  of  1.0  or 
greater  will  be  subject  to  a 
surcharge. 


•  All  employers  with  a  premium 
in  excess  of  $5,000  will  be  ex- 
perience rated.  Currently,  ex- 
perience ratings  are  given  to 
employers  with  premiums  of 
$6,000;  this  would  have  in- 
creased to  $7,500  next  year. 

•  A  firm  new  to  the  pool  will  not 
have  an  experience  rating  and 
thus  will  be  subject  to  the 
surcharge. 

The  objective  of  this  ruling  is  to  help 
the  smaller  firms  and  those  with  good 
experience  ratings  and  penalize  those 
with  poor  experience  ratings.  In  spite  of 
this,  even  an  employer  with  a  poor 
rating  will  not  receive  a  rate  increase 
that  amounts  to  more  than  20  percent. 
Smaller  firms  with  an  experience  rating 
of  less  than  1.0  should  receive  a  rate 
decrease  of  approximately  four  percent. 

THE  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION 
begins  April  16.  The  hot  issues  will  be 
money  (or  the  lack  thereof)  which 
translates  into  taxes  —  and  possibly 
some  attacks  on  tax  exemptions  —  and 
abortion.  Also  grabbing  headlines  will 
be  environmental  issues  and  several 
shots  at  legalizing  some  form  of 
gambling. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


APRIL  1,  1990 


11 


IN  THE  FACTORY 


LOW  AND  HIGH  TECH  —  Part  Two 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


In  last  month's  article  I  described 
some  low  tech  approaches  to  improving 
factory  performance  with  the  goals  of 
simplicity  and  economy.  These  goals 
may  also  be  achieved  by  application  of 
the  best  available  technology.  A  high 
tech  approach  does  not  necessarily  re- 
quire new  process  operations  but  rather 
the  application  of  modern  design  and 
control  systems  to  well-understood  stan- 
dard factory  procedures.  If  I  was  asked 
by  someone  new  to  the  research  and 
development  aspects  of  the  sugar  in- 
dustry as  to  what  they  should  do  first, 
my  response  would  be  that  he  (rarely  a 
she,  unfortunately)  should  read  the  old 
papers,  often  the  older  the  better,  not  so 
much  for  what  was  actually  done  but  to 
learn  what  they  were  trying  to  do.  Very 
often  their  ideas  were  excellent  but  they 
did  not  have  the  back-up  technology  re- 
quired to  achieve  their  goals.  Modern 
materials  and  design,  control  and 
analytical  systems  give  us  opportunities 
that  we  should  use  whenever  possible. 

The  modern  materials  I  have  in 
mind  vary  from  those  used  in  syrup 
clarification  and  declorization  to  high 
strength  ceramics  and  composites,  the 
use  of  syrup  clarification  at  a  modern 
factory  in  South  Africa  makes  possible 
the  production  of  very  high  pol  sugar, 
even  with  an  average  mixed  juice  puri- 
ty of  76  which  included  many  con- 
signments of  below  65  purity.  In  con- 
trast, a  European  centrifugal  manufac- 
turer produced  a  carbon  fibre  basket  for 
a  batch  centrifugal.  Even  though  this 
was  of  higher  strength  and  much  lower 
weight  than  a  standard  steel  basket, 
they  could  not  sell  them. 

Perhaps  the  two  most  important 


aspects  are  the  needs  to  reduce  energy 
consumption  and  to  make  all  stages  of 
the  process  truly  continuous.  Much  ef- 
fort has  been  expended  in  these  areas, 
especially  in  the  beet  industry  where 
there  is  no  fuel  produced  by  the  process. 
The  beet  industry  will  be  the  subject  of 
a  later  article.  Automation  and  com- 
puter control  are  often  critical  but,  for 
me,  the  computer  is  of  less  interest  than 
the  technology  that  it  makes  possible. 

Boiling  house  operations  remain 
discontinuous  in  most  factories  with  the 
use  of  batch  vacuum  pans  and  cen- 
trifugals. However,  continuous  vacuum 
pans  are  now  well  established  and  can 
be  used  for  both  commercial  sugar  and 
for  low  grade  strikes.  A  recently  com- 
pleted 15,000  ton  cane  per  day  factory 
has  two  continuous  pans  and  one  batch 
pan  for  each  massecuite  of  the  three  boil- 
ing system.  The  A-strikes  are  started  on 
a  magma  of  B-sugar  and  a  batch  pan 
was  considered  necessary  to  wash  up  the 
B-sugar  (from  continuous  centrifugals) 
and  to  grow  A-seed  of  the  right  size  for 
feeding  to  the  continuous  A-pans.  The 
system  at  this  factory  also  incorporates 
continuous  vertical  crystallizers  for  each 
massecuite.  Designs  for  continuous  pans 
vary  widely  and  there  is  much  discus- 
sion of  their  relative  merits. 

Other  trends  in  sugar  crystalliza- 
tion, being  studied  primarily  in  the  beet 
industry,  include  the  production  of  grain 
by  cooling,  continuous  flash  cooling 
crystallization  and  multistage  utiliza- 
tion of  pan  vapors.  In  the  production  of 
grain  by  cooling  a  supersaturated  syrup 
is  treated  with  a  carefully  conditioned 
slurry  of  fine  crystals  and  cooled  to  grow 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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COST  COMPARISON  STUDY  CONTINUED 


by  Harvey  Gonsoulin,  Regional  Vice  President 
First  South  Production  Credit  Association 


For  the  past  three  years,  First  South 
Production  Credit  Association  has  con- 
ducted a  cost  survey  among  sugarcane 
farmers  to  determine  the  cost  per  acre 
for  the  various  expenses  incurred  to  pro- 
duce and  harvest  sugarcane.  Farmers 
participating  in  the  program  receive  a 
computer  printout  which  shows  the  costs 
per  harvested  acre  of  the  labor,  fuel,  fer- 
tilizer, chemicals  and  various  other  ex- 
penses actually  incurred.  Each  farming 
operation  is  listed  separately  on  the 
printout.  Names  are  omitted  for  con- 
fidentiality. Participants  in  the  program 
are  grouped  into  acreage  categories 
(identical  to  the  high  yield  award 
categories).  Averages  are  calculated  for 
each  group. 

Acres  harvested  for  sugar,  yield  in 
CRS  per  acre,  total  cost  per  acre  and  cost 
per  acre  of  the  various  expense  items  are 


part  of  the  information  received  by 
farmers  participating  in  the  program. 

We  all  know  that  input  costs  alone 
do  not  determine  efficiency.  The  com- 
puter printout  shows  the  "cost  per 
pound  of  sugar"  so  that  the  farmer  can 
know  his  break  even  cost  per  pound. 

Any  sugarcane  farmer  can  enroll  in 
the  cost  analysis  program  by  contacting 
any  representative  of  the  American 
Sugarcane  League  or  calling  their  local 
PC  A  office.  Many  farmers  have  already 
enrolled  in  the  program.  The  1989  cost 
analysis  printout  will  be  generated  very 
soon.  All  that  is  necessary  to  participate 
in  the  program  is  to  complete  a  one  page 
form. 

Your  participation  in  this  program 
is  encouraged.  It  may  give  you  valuable 
information  to  use  in  making  your 
financial  management  decisions. 


PATRONIZE  THE  ADVERTISERS 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


(Continued  from  page  6) 


for  its  recommendations.  Chairman 
Huckaby  said  the  Subcommittee  would 
mark  up  its  part  of  the  Farm  Bill  March 
28.  The  full  Agriculture  Committee  is 
expected  to  try  to  get  a  farm  bill  to  the 
floor  by  mid-summer. 

HOUSE  WAYS  &  MEANS 

SUBCOMMITTEE  HOLDS 

SUGAR  HEARING 

The  Trade  Subcommittee  of  the 
House  Ways  &  Means  Committee  held 
a  hearing  February  20  on  U.S.  sugar 
policy,  its  implications  for  international 
trade,  and  options  for  reform.  Represent- 
atives from  both  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  testified  that  the  Bush 
Administration  continues  to  look  upon 
the  GATT  negotiations  as  the  ap- 
propriate forum  for  bringing  the  U.S. 
sugar  import  quota  program  into  com- 
pliance with  GATT  and  does  not 
presently  support  changes  in  the  sugar 
program  prior  to  the  conclusion  of  these 
negotiations.  Deputy  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  Julius  Katz  said  that  as 
long  as  the  talks  continue,  the  U.S. 
sugar  program  is  "a  bargaining  chip"  to 
be  used  to  encourage  other  countries  to 
liberalize  their  farm  policies. 

Congressmen  Tom  Downey  (D-NY) 
and  Willis  Gradison  (R-OH)  announced 
they  were  introducing  legislation  for  in- 
clusion in  the  farm  bill  that  would 
reduce  the  loan  rate  by  5  percent  an- 
nually, set  a  minimum  import  quota  of 
1  million  metric  tons  immediately  which 
would  double  to  2  million  metric  tons 
over  five  years,  and  convert  the  quota 
to  a  tariff-rate  system.  Representatives 
of  the  domestic  sugar  industry  testified 
that  the  current  sugar  program  has 
worked  well  and  should  be  continued. 


SUGAR  AMENDMENT  EXPECTED 
TO  BE  OFFERED  ON  CBI  BILL 

During  consideration  of  a  general 
tariff  bill  by  the  Senate  Finance  Com- 
mittee, which  includes  a  provision  to  ex- 
tend duty-free  status  for  Caribbean  im- 
ports under  the  Caribbean  Basin  In- 
itiative, Senator  Bill  Bradley  (D-NJ)  of- 
fered an  amendment  to  set  annual  sugar 
import  quotas  at  a  minimum  of  1.6 
million  metric  tons.  The  amendment 
was  defeated  in  Committee.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  Senator  Bradley  will  offer 
his  amendment  again  when  the  bill 
reaches  the  Senate  floor,  probably  before 
the  end  of  March.  The  Sweetener 
Caucus  is  sending  a  letter  to  other 
members  of  the  Senate  alerting  them  to 
this  possible  floor  amendment  and  urg- 
ing them  to  oppose  any  amendment  to 
the  current  sugar  program  that  may  be 
offered  during  consideration  of  the  CBI 
legislation. 

GATT  COUNCIL  DELAYS 

ADOPTION  OF 

SECTION  22  REPORT 

The  GATT  Council  delayed  adoption 
of  a  January  5  panel  report  which  had 
ruled  in  favor  of  the  U.S.  on  a  complaint 
by  the  European  Community  against 
the  U.S.  sugar  quota  system.  The  EC 
complaint,  brought  in  connection  with 
the  1955  waiver  on  U.S.  agricultural  im- 
ports under  Section  22,  had  alleged  that 
U.S.  quotas  were  not  consistent  with  the 
GATT.  The  panel  ruled  that  the  EC  had 
not  proved  its  case.  The  EC  told  the 
GATT  Council  February  20  that  it 
would  like  more  time  to  study  the 
panel's  findings.  The  U.S.  urged  adop- 
tion of  the  report.  The  Council  agreed  to 
defer  consideration  until  its  next 
meeting. 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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CLASSIFIED  ADS 

FOR  SALE: 

2  JD  4240  Hi-crop  power  shift  trac- 
tors. 1980  &  1982,  good  condition. 
Call  (504)  473-9394. 

FOR  SALE: 

1988  Cameco  2-Row  Harvester. 
JD  engine,  factory  cab  &  air,  791 
hours  split  system.  Call  (318) 
364-8903  (day)  or  (318)  365-5036 
(night). 

FOR  SALE: 

IH  3688  Hi-clearance,  $18,500.  2 
JD4430,  $15,500.  Low-clearance 
JD  4430,  $9,000.  JD  4230,  $9,000. 
IH  Low-clearance  1086,  $8,500; 
1086,  $7,000.  2  JD  3-Row  Chop- 
pers, $5,000.  2  Tandum  Cane 
Carts,  $10,000.  Will  take  trade. 
Call  Dugas  Farms  (318)  845-4774. 


UP  FRONT  WITH 
THE  LEAGUE 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

May  1st  as  growers  decide  which  sugar- 
cane acreage  will  be  kept  for  cultivation 
and  which  will  have  to  be  destroyed 
because  of  poor  cane  stands  caused  by 
the  freeze. 

County  agents  in  the  17  sugarcane 
producing  parishes  have  information 
available  to  growers  that  will  be  helpful 
in  assisting  them  to  make  decisions  on 
the  sugarcane  that  should  be  kept  or 
plowed  out. 

Although  a  complete  assessment  of 
damage  will  not  be  available  until  a 
later  date,  a  look  at  empty  sugarcane 
fields  throughout  the  belt  and 
preliminary  estimates  indicate  that 
there  will  be  substantial  loss  to  the  Lou- 
isiana sugarcane  industry  as  a  result  of 
the  effects  of  the  1989  Christmastime 
freeze. 


FOR  SALE: 

1  Thompson  Type  Mechanical 
Planter,  $4,000.00.  Contact:  Clint 
Freyou  (318)365-9052. 


Interested  in  buying  a  sugar  cane 
farm  operation.  Mike  Cremaldi 
2431  Main  St.,  Patterson,  LA 
70392,  (504)  395-6980,  call  after 
5:30  pm. 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  15) 

U.S.  SUGAR 
CONSUMPTION  RISES 

For  the  third  year  in  a  row,  U.S.  con- 
sumption of  sugar  has  made  a  slow,  but 
steady  gain.  U.S.  consumption  in  calen- 
dar year  1989  was  8.3  million  short  tons, 
raw  value,  an  increase  of  1  percent  over 
1988.  Consumption  in  calendar  years 
1987  and  1988  had  held  steady  at  8.1 
million  short  tons. 
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ATTENTION 

Private  Pesticide  Applicator  Recertification  Period  Extended 

A  grace  period  for  recertification  of  private  pesticide  applicators  has  been 
approved  by  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  Bob  Odom.  According  to  Bobby 
Simoneaux  of  the  Office  of  Pesticides,  all  previously  certified  applicators 
whose  certification  expired  December  31, 1989,  are  still  eligible  for  recertifica- 
tion until  April  30,  1990.  It  should  be  noted  that  this  grace  period  only  ap- 
plies to  applicators  whose  cards  expired  December  31,  1989.  Anyone  with  a 
card  that  expired  previous  to  this  date  or  anyone  wishing  to  certify  for  the 
first  time  will  have  to  take  the  closed  book  test. 

Until  May  1,  1990,  the  district  offices  of  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Agriculture  &  Forestry  are  responsible  for  administering  the  closed  book  test. 
Whenever  possible,  representatives  from  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Agriculture  &  Forestry  will  administer  the  test  at  approved  certification/recer- 
tification  meetings.  Beginning  May  1,  the  tests  will  once  again  be  given  at 
the  county  agents'  offices  throughout  the  state. 

Any  private  applicator  who  attended  an  entire  recertification  meeting, 
but  was  not  recertified  because  his  card  had  expired  on  December  31,  1989, 
should  contact  his  County  Agent  to  renew  his  certification.  In  the  future, 
anyone  that  allows  his  certification  to  expire  will  be  required  to  pass  the  test 
before  he  can  obtain  certification. 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 


STOP 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
GfENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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Mechanical  Sugarcane  Planters  Improvements 

(Continued  from  page  10) 

state's  cane  acreage.  The  following  chart  reflects  the  percentage  of  cane  planted 
by  machine  or  hand  method  over  the  last  six  years. 
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The  results  indicate  that  there  has  been  a  steady  decline  in  the  percentage 
of  mechanically  planted  acres  over  the  last  several  years.  This  is  probably  due 
to  a  combination  of  factors  such  as:  1)  the  increased  availability  of  labor,  2)  the 
dissatisfaction  with  current  mechanical  planters,  and  3)  the  use  of  tissue  culture 
generated  seed  cane  that  needs  to  be  hand  planted. 

When  asked  if  they  were  satisfied  with  their  current  planting  method,  65% 
of  the  growers  indicated  that  they  were  satisfied,  leaving  35%  who  were  not. 
Growers  also  indicated  that  they  employed  an  average  of  1.9  people  per  mechanical 
planter  to  straighten  cane  before  covering,  and  that  an  average  of  3.1  stalks  (with 
an  overlap)  was  considered  the  optimum  planting  rate. 

Some  additional  comments  revealed  that  the  improvements  that  most  growers 
felt  were  needed  on  mechanical  planters  were  consistency  of  seed  distribution, 
amount  of  seed  used,  and  damage  done  to  seed  cane. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

the  crystals.  Advantages  claimed  are 
much  reduced  levels  of  agglomerates 
with  lower  impurity  content  and  im- 
proved steam  economy.  The  seed  can  be 
produced  continuously  for  use  in  the  con- 
tinuous pan. 

Continuous  flash  cooling  crystalliza- 
tion may  increase  the  sugar  yield  by 
recirculation  of  the  appropriate  amounts 
of  the  molasses  back  to  the  hot 
massecuite  which  is  cooled  by  stepwise 
pressure  reduction.  The  removal  of 
water  and  the  decrease  in  temperature 
produce  an  increase  in  supersaturation 
which  results  in  further  crystallization. 
Recirculation  of  some  molasses  is 
necessary  to  maintain  crystal  content  at 
the  desired  level  for  fluidity.  Careful 
control  of  the  system  is  necessary  to  pre- 
vent incrustation  in  the  vessels  and  the 
formation  of  false  grain.  Another  option 
may  be  to  use  vapors  from  the  more 
rapidly  boiling  high  purity  strikes  for 
boiling  of  the  low  grade  strikes.  This 
would  require  that  the  low  grade  pans 
operate  at  higher  vacuum  than  the  high 
grade  pans.  These  options  are  more  ap- 
plicable to  beet  than  cane  due  to  their 
total  reliance  on  fossil  fuels,  but  they  are 
certainly  interesting. 

In  a  paper  to  be  presented  at  this 
month's  meeting  of  the  Australian 
Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists, 
there  is  described  a  new  design  of  con- 
tinuous centrifugal.  To  quote  the  sum- 
mary — 

"A  new  continuous  'superfugal' 
has  been  developed  for  the  produc- 
tion of  low  grade  sugar  and  the  full 
range  of  shipment  sugars.  The 
superfugal  is  a  very  high  capacity 
machine  with  low  specific  power 
requirements.  No  problems  with 
respect  to  molasses  purity  rise  and 
crystal  breakage  are  evident.  It  is 


(Continued  from  page  12) 

expected  that  one  superfugal  could 
replace  up  to  four  of  the  higher 
capacity   batch  fugals   currently 
available  for  shipment  sugar  pro- 
duction. On  low  grade,  it  should 
replace  four  Western  States  CC5 
machines.  The  superfugal  is  the 
first  viable  alternative  to  batch 
fugals  for  high  grade  separation  to 
be  demonstrated  in  Australia.  Its 
versatility  also  permits  an  attrac- 
tive future  option  of  a  single,  high 
grade  —  low  grade  fugal  station  for 
the  whole  factory.   Our  current 
estimates  suggest  that  a  total  of 
five  superfugals  could  service  a 
15,000  ton  cane  per  day  factory. 
This,  together  with  the  potential 
for  automation,  should  substantial- 
ly     reduce      operating      and 
maintenance  costs." 
This  machine  design  is  based  on  fun- 
damental   research    on    centrifugal 
design,  including  a  study  of  optimum 
basket  geometry  and  a  static  device 
which   eliminates   almost   all   crystal 
breakage.  The  results  were  based  on 
prototype  operation  during  last  season. 
Typical  operating  speeds  for  commercial 
sugar  were  about  750  rpm  and  1,400 
rpm  for  C-sugar.  Modifications  to  the 
design   are   certain  but  this  type   of 
machine  is  the  next  generation  and 
mills  planning  expansion  in  a  few  years 
time    should    seriously    consider   this 
option. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 
MEET  YOUR  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


F.  Neal  Bolton 

Neal  Bolton  was  elected  to  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of 
Directors  on  February  17,  1989.  He 
serves  as  a  member  of  the  National 
Legislative  Committee. 

For  the  past  six  years,  Neal  has  been 
employed  at  St.  James  Sugar 
Cooperative  and  is  presently  the 
General  Manager  and  Chief  Executive 
Officer  of  the  Cooperative.  Prior  to  that, 
he  held  a  similar  position  at  Caldwell 
Cooperative  near  Thibodaux. 

A  graduate  of  St.  James  High 
School,  Neal  also  graduated  from  Lou- 
isiana State  University  with  a  Bachelor 
of  Science  degree  in  Business  Ad- 
ministration. In  1977,  he  was  President 
of  the  Louisiana  Division  of  the 
American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists.  He  is  a  member  of  and 
serves  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
several  business  and  professional 
organizations. 

Neal  and  his  wife,  Joanna,  reside  in 
Vacherie  and  are  the  parents  of  two  boys 
and  three  girls. 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Jr. 

Bobby  Judice  is  a  native  and  lifelong 
resident  of  St.  Mary  Parish.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Centerville  High  School. 

Upon  graduation,  Bobby  joined  the 
operation  of  Frank  Martin  Farms,  a 
family  held  corporation  started  by  his 
grandfather,  Frank  Martin,  Sr.  The 
farming  operation  has  approximately 
1,600  acres  in  sugar  cane  and  is  con- 
sistently a  high  yield  award  winner. 


Bobby  was  elected  to  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of  Directors 
on  February  17,  1989.  He  serves  on  the 
Farm  Machinery  Committee  and  Na- 
tional Legislative  Committee.  A  past 
President  of  the  St.  Mary  Parish  Farm 
Bureau,  he  is  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau. 

For  many  years  Bobby  has  been  a 
Civil  War  memorabilia  collector.  He  is 
recognized  locally  as  an  expert  on  Civil 
War  history. 

Married  to  the  former  Carolyn 
Viator,  the  Judice's  have  two  sons  and 
three  daughters. 

Brannan  Beyt 

Bert  Beyt  is  the  General  Manager  of 
St.  Mary  Sugar  Cooperative,  a  position 
he  has  held  for  the  past  eleven  years. 
Prior  to  that,  he  was  at  Iberia  Sugar 
Cooperative  for  sixteen  years,  beginning 
as  an  Assistant  Engineer  and  rising  to 
the  position  of  Chief  Engineer. 

A  native  of  St.  Martinville,  Lou- 
isiana, he  is  a  graduate  of  St.  Martin- 
ville High  School.  In  1961,  Bert  received 
his  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
Engineering  from  Louisiana  State 
University.  Elected  to  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of  Directors 
on  February  26,  1988,  he  serves  on  the 
National  Legislative  Committee  and 
Research  Committee.  He  also  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Colonial  Sugar  Refinery,  is  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Products, 
Inc.,   and   is   active   in  the  American 
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(Continued 
Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists. 
Bert's  hobbies  are  computer  program- 
ming and  ham  radio  operator.  He  is  the 
recipient  of  three  public  service  awards 
in  Iberia  Parish  for  work  done  as  a 
volunteer  ham  operator  during 
hurricanes. 

Bert  and  his  wife,  the  former  Jo  Ann 
Olivier,  are  residents  of  New  Iberia. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  boys  and  one 
girl. 

Kenneth  Peltier 

Kenneth  Peltier  was  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  on  February  17, 
1989.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Legislative  Committee. 

After  graduating  from  Assumption 
High  School,  Ken  entered  Nicholls  State 
University  and  was  awarded  a  Bachelor 


from  page  4) 
of  Science  degree  in  Agri-business  in 
1967.  He  has  been  working  in  the  Lou- 
isiana sugar  industry  since  graduation, 
the  last  fifteen  years  being  associated 
with  Caldwell  Sugar  Cooperative.  In 
1987,  he  was  appointed  General 
Manager  of  the  Cooperative,  a  position 
he  presently  holds. 

Active  in  many  civic  and  profes- 
sional organizations,  Ken  was  in  Who's 
Who  in  American  Colleges  and  Univer- 
sities in  1966.  He  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Nicholls  Chapter  of  Delta  Tau 
Alpha  fraternity  and  a  member  of  the 
Nicholls  Ag  Club.  From  1984  to  1988, 
he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Assump- 
tion Parish  Police  Jury. 

Ken,  his  wife  Diane,  and  three 
children  reside  in  Labadieville, 
Louisiana. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


ADMINISTRATION  EXPECTED 

TO  SWITCH  TO 

TARIFF-RATE  QUOTA 

The  Bush  Administration  has  ad- 
vised the  domestic  sugar  industry  that 
it  has  decided  to  replace  the  current 
sugar  import  quota  system  with  a  tariff- 
rate  quota  system  sometime  in  the  near 
future.  The  new  quota  system  would 
convert  the  current  quota  system  to  a 
two-tiered  tariff  based  quota.  The  Ad- 
ministration has  indicated  the  United 
States  would  continue  to  import  sugar 
under  quota  as  it  has  in  the  past,  but 
duties,  presumably  prohibitive  ones, 
would  be  placed  on  any  imports  above 
the  set  quota  amount.  The  Administra- 
tion feels  this  action  would  bring  the 
sugar  import  quota  system  into  GATT 
conformity.  The  domestic  industry  has 
expressed  its  concerns  and  reservations 
about  taking  this  unilateral  step  to 
change  the  current  sugar  program 
which  the  Administration  has  stated 
many  times  it  would  not  do. 

HOUSE  SUBCOMMITTEE 

SCHEDULES  MARKUP  ON 

SUGAR  BILL 

The  House  Agriculture  Cotton,  Rice 
and  Sugar  Subcommittee  is  tentatively 
scheduled  to  meet  April  19  to  mark  up 
the  sugar  section  of  the  1990  Farm  Bill. 
The  Subcommittee  is  expected  to  com- 
plete its  work  at  that  time  and  report  its 
recommendations  to  the  full  committee 
for  their  consideration.  The  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee  has  not  yet 
scheduled  any  action  on  the  sugar  title 
of  the  farm  bill. 

USDA  SAYS  IT  WILL  NOT  RAISE 
QUOTA  AT  THIS  TIME 

According  to  news  reports,  USDA 
has  decided  that  current  market  condi- 
tions do  not  warrant  a  quota  increase  at 


this  time.  The  Sweetener  Users  Associa- 
tion had  recommended  that  USDA  in- 
crease the  import  quota  immediately  by 
150,000  to  250,000  short  tons.  No  details 
were  given  why  USDA  decided  against 
raising  the  quota. 

FAS  SUGAR  GROUP 
REORGANIZED 

USDA's  Foreign  Agricultural  Ser- 
vice (FAS)  has  reorganized  its  sugar 
policy  group.  John  Nuttal,  who  headed 
the  FAS  sugar  group,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  oversight  of  the  Targeted  Ex- 
port Assistance  program,  and  Cleveland 
Marsh,  a  FAS  analyst  since  1981,  will 
take  over  as  head  of  the  sugar  group. 
Marsh  has  been  working  in  FAS's  Grain 
and  Feed  Division  and  reportedly  has 
little  or  no  experience  in  sugar.  Over- 
sight of  the  sugar  group  will  also  be  put 
under  a  new  division  within  FAS  called 
the  Import  Policies  and  Trade  Analysis 
Division.  USDA  hopes  the  changes  will 
improve  operation  of  the  domestic  sugar 
program  and  import  quota  system. 

CONSERVATION/ 

ENVIRONMENTAL  BILL 

INTRODUCED  IN  THE  SENATE 

Senator  Wyche  Fowler  (D-GA), 
Chairman  of  the  Agriculture  Subcom- 
mittee on  Conservation  and  Forestry, 
and  Senator  Robert  Dole  (R-KS),  along 
with  a  majority  of  the  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee members,  introduced  the  Conser- 
vation Promotion  Act  of  1990,  S.  2409, 
on  April  4.  The  bill  includes  provisions 
on  the  conservation  reserve  program, 
water  quality,  wetlands,  and  integrated 
crop  management. 

The  bill  was  endorsed  by  the  major 
commodity  organizations  including  the 
American  Society  of  Farm  Managers 
and  Rural  Appraisers,  American  Soy- 
bean Association,  National  Association 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


CONTACT  COMMITTEE  -  ASSCT  -  CROP  REPORT 
1990  DEDICATED  RESEARCH  PROGRAM 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League's 
annual  meeting  of  the  Contact  Commit- 
tee has  been  scheduled  for  Thursday, 
July  12,  1990  at  the  Civic  Center  in 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  The  meeting  is 
scheduled  to  begin  at  1:30  p.m.  and  will 
consist  of  discussions  on  various 
research  topics  that  the  League  has 
funded  with  the  dedicated  research  pro- 
gram begun  in  1986.  A  more  detailed 
agenda  will  be  published  in  a  future 
issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin. 

AMERICAN  SOCIETY  OF 
SUGAR  CANE  TECHNOLOGISTS 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  (Florida  and  Louisiana 
Divisions)  is  scheduled  for  June  13  to  15, 
1990.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Hotel  Royal  Plaza,  Walt  Disney  Village, 
Lake  Buena  Vista,  Florida.  Registration 
will  begin  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
June  13,  with  the  plenary  session  on 
Thursday  morning,  June  14.  Technical 
sessions  will  follow  on  Thursday  after- 
noon and  Friday  morning,  June  15.  A 
golf  tournament  is  also  being  planned 
for  Wednesday,  June  13  in  connection 
with  the  meeting.  Information  on 
meeting  registration  can  be  obtained 
from  Dr.  Denver  T.  Loupe,  General 
Secretary-Treasurer,  at  Knapp  Hall, 
LSU  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70803. 

CROP  REPORT 

At  this  time,  crop  conditions  are  still 
discouraging.  Although  day-time 
temperatures  have  been  warm,  night- 
time temperatures  have  kept  the  soil 
cool.  There  has  been  little  or  no  root 
growth  which  means  that  cane  shoots 


have  basically  been  living  off  either 
mother  stalks  in  the  case  of  plant  cane 
or  from  stubble  pieces  in  the  case  of  stub- 
ble crops.  Since  food  reserves  are  great- 
ly reduced  at  this  time,  shoots  do  not 
look  healthy  and  have  actually  been  dy- 
ing off  in  some  fields.  Many  growers 
report  their  stands  look  worse  today 
than  they  did  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Only  a  couple  of  dry  periods  have  oc- 
curred so  far  this  spring  which  has 
allowed  for  only  a  minimal  amount  of 
field  cultivation  to  take  place.  Very  few 
acres  have  been  fertilized  as  of  this  date, 
April  16, 1990.  Grass  has  been  growing, 
however,  and  herbicide  applications  will 
be  crucial  this  year  in  the  many  fields 
that  will  be  kept  with  less  than  a  full 
population.  Growers  would  be  well  ad- 
vised to  make  every  attempt  to  cultivate 
cane  as  effectively  as  possible  this  spring 
in  an  attempt  to  keep  as  many  shoots  as 
possible  into  the  summer  and  to  control 
weeds  as  well  as  possible.  A  good  job  of 
lay-by  will  help  this  year's  crop  during 
the  coming  winter  by  adding  an  inch  or 
two  of  soil  around  the  stubble.  During 
this  past  winter's  hard  freeze  it  is  ap- 
parent that  an  inch  or  two  of  soil  on 
stubble  crops  meant  a  lot  in  terms  of  sur- 
vival of  eyes. 

The  exact  percentage  of  damage 
caused  by  the  December,  1989  freeze  is 
still  undetermined  at  this  point.  There 
are  still  many  fields  that  are  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  they  will  be  kept  and 
there  are  other  fields  that  have  good  and 
bad  sections  or  else  good  rows  and  bad 
rows  in  the  same  block.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain and  that  is  the  extent  of  the  damage 
is  significant.  It  has  become  obvious  that 

(Continued  on  page  23) 
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More  on  Mechanical  Planters: 
A  bit  of  History 

by  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  Agronomist 
and  Windell  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

As  mentioned  in  the  last  bulletin,  a  series  of  articles  on  mechanical  planters 
will  highlight  some  of  the  improvements  that  have  been  made  on  these  machines 
through  the  years.  In  order  to  keep  things  in  proper  perspective  as  well  as  to  show 
just  how  much  progress  has  been  made,  a  brief  look  into  the  history  of  mechanical 
planters  may  be  beneficial. 

For  those  of  us  too  young  to  remember  the  early  days  of  mechanical  planters, 
one  finds  the  back  issues  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin  very  informative  and  quite  in- 
teresting. Mr.  Lloyd  Lauden  did  an  excellent  job  of  documenting  some  of  the  earliest 
work  done  on  mechanical  planters  in  his  "In  The  Field"  articles.  Some  of  the  pic- 
tures that  will  be  used  in  this  series  first  appeared  in  Mr.  Lloyd's  bulletin  articles. 
Dr.  Charley  Richard  also  did  an  excellent  series  in  1979  documenting  some  of  the 
later  developments  at  that  time.  The  general  descriptions  used  in  this  series  will 
be  an  attempt  to  categorize  machines  according  to  their  basic  operating  principles. 
The  order  of  appearance  will  not  always  be  in  chronological  order  because  many 
of  these  machines  were  being  worked  on  at  the  same  time. 

The  earliest  bulletin  reference  made  to  mechanical  planters  that  we  were  able 
to  find  was  in  a  1955  bulletin  that  showed  a  picture  of  the  experimental  planter 
developed  cooperatively  by  the  U.S.D.A.  and  the  League,  (figure  1)  This  machine 


(Figure  1) 

Experimental  Cane  Planter  developed  cooperatively  by  the  U.S.D.A. 
The  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 

(Continued  on  page  25) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


As  this  column  was  being  written, 
the  Legislature  was  about  to  convene. 
Over  300  bills  already  have  been  filed 
and,  if  history  is  any  indication,  there 
will  be  over  3,000  filed  before  the  filing 
deadline. 

We  are  working  with  legislators  and 
the  administration  on  filing  a  resolution 
that  would  recognize  the  undue  hard- 
ship experienced  by  the  sugar  industry 
as  the  result  of  the  freeze  this  past 
winter.  Along  these  lines,  we  are  form- 
ing an  informal  group  of  legislators  who 
will  take  the  lead  in  passing  of  defeating 
legislation  on  behalf  of  the  sugar 
industry. 

So  what  else  do  we  see  happening 
this  session?  The  overwhelming  issue  of 
money  —  where  to  find  some  and  how  to 
spend  it  —  will,  as  in  recent  sessions, 
take  center  stage.  It  is  yet  to  be  seen 
whether  or  not  the  legislature  will  be  in 
a  taxing  mood  but,  regardless,  expect 
the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
(where  all  revenue  measures  must 
originate)  to  look  like  a  battlefield  on 
many  occasions.  Roemer's  $600  million 
tax  package  includes  the  renewal  of 
sales  taxes  scheduled  to  expire  on  June 
30  (about  $300  million),  plus  higher 
hazardous  waste  taxes,  "sin"  taxes,  a 
higher  severance  tax  on  natural  gas  and 
higher  income  taxes. 

Abortion  will  have  the  spotlight  for 
most  of  the  session  and,  because  of  the 
emotional  nature  of  this  issue,  is  likely 
to  slow  the  progress  of  other  issues  and 
crowd  the  halls  of  the  Capital  with  sup- 
porters and  the  opposition.  There  is  little 
doubt  that  an  abortion  measure  will 
pass  —  the  question  is  what  will  be  the 
restrictions  imposed. 

Most  people  think  a  lottery  has  its 


best  chance  yet  for  passage.  While  we 
would  agree  with  that,  we  don't  think 
a  "best  chance"  is  going  to  be  good 
enough  to  pass  this  issue  this  year.  Ad- 
ditionally, supporters  once  again  will 
get  hung  up  on  arguing  about  how  to 
divvy  up  the  proceeds. 

Efforts  will  be  made  to  tighten  up 
worker's  comp  and,  while  we'll  of  course 
be  in  that  number,  we  think  the 
worker's  comp  legislation  is  about  as 
good  as  it  can  get.  The  problem  with 
worker's  comp  is  the  judicial  system.  If 
we  are  going  to  make  a  dent  in  fixing 
worker's  comp,  we're  going  to  have  to 
change  the  judicial  system  so  the  judges 
who  get  elected  interpret  the  law  the 
way  in  which  the  legislature  intended 
instead  of  the  way  the  judges  would  like 
for  it  to  be  interpreted. 

We  have  seen  drafts  of  DEQ's 
package  and,  while  nothing  appears  to 
directly  affect  the  sugar  industry,  we 
will  keep  a  close  eye  on  this  area. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 


PATRONIZE  THE  ADVERTISERS 

WHO  PATRONIZE 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


MAY  1,  1990 


IN  THE  FACTORY 

BEET  SUGAR 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


The  cane  and  beet  sugar  industries 
in  the  United  States  produce  similar 
quantities  of  sugar,  have  common  in- 
terest in  sugar  related  legislation  but 
have  little  technical  interchange  be- 
tween them.  Factory  personnel  often 
have  limited  knowledge  of  the  processes 
of  their  sister  industry.  Few  Louisiana 
producers  and  processors  have  ex- 
perience of  the  beet  industry  and  I  hope 
to  outline  the  similarities  and  dif- 
ferences from  a  cane  processors  point  of 
view. 

The  sugar  produced  from  beet  and 
cane  is  chemically  identical  but  the 
plant  raw  materials  are  quite  different; 
cane  is  a  tropical  grass  and  beet  is  a 
temperate  root  crop.  There  are  many  dif- 
ferences between  the  plants  but,  for  this 
discussion,  the  most  significant  are 
related  to  harvesting  and  storage,  ex- 
traction methods  and  juice  composition. 

In  the  United  States  beet  is  grown 
in  the  cold  north  (e.g.  North  Dakota, 
Minnesota)  and  in  the  more  temperate 
west  (e.g.  Northern  California).  The 
major  beet  producing  area  of  the  world 
is  northern  Eurasia,  from  Britain  and 
France  through  China.  In  some  temper- 
ate areas  the  beet  is  harvested  at  a  rate 
to  match  processing,  and  it  may  be  left 
dormant  in  the  ground  over  winter.  In 
the  northern  areas  with  long  cold 
winters  all  the  beet  is  harvested  just 
before  the  first  freeze  and  is  stored 
frozen  in  piles  at  the  factory  site.  The 
lengths  of  the  factory  operating  (slicing 
as  opposed  to  grinding)  season  vary  con- 
siderably; as  little  as  two  months  in 
parts  of  Europe  where  the  beet  cannot 
be  stored  and  perhaps  six  months  in  the 
northern  United  States  where  the  beet 


is  stored  frozen.  Plant  capacities  are 
usually  in  the  range  3,000  to  8,000  tons 
of  beet  per  day,  with  some  modern  fac- 
tories in  Europe  up  to  about  15,000  tons 
per  day.  Typical  yields  of  sugar  per  ton 
of  beet  processed  are  in  the  range  230 
to  280  pounds. 

The  basic  unit  operations  of  beet  pro- 
cessing are  the  same  as  cane  processing 
—  washing,  extraction,  clarification  and 
filtration,  evaporation,  crystallization 
and  centrifugation.  However,  beet  is  dif- 
ferent from  cane  in  that  white  sugar  can 
be  produced  directly  in  a  simple  boiling 
scheme  and  that  the  residual  plant 
material  cannot  be  used  as  fuel.  The 
former  is  a  significant  advantage  but 
the  latter  means  a  dependence  on  fossil 
fuels  and  has  spurred  much  of  the 
research  into  improved  energy  efficien- 
cy in  beet  operations. 

The  physical  nature  of  the  beet 
tissue  makes  juice  extraction  by  squeez- 
ing impossible  and  diffusion  is  used 
after  the  beets  are  sliced  into  cossettes 
(similar  to  crinkle  cut  french  fries). 
Countercurrent  extraction  is  achieved 
in  diffusers  of  a  variety  of  designs,  with 
hot  water  being  added  to  the  cossettes 
at  the  end  of  the  diffuser.  The  juice  is 
heated  to  maintain  sterility  and  in- 
crease cell  breakage  and  limed  to 
minimize  inversion.  Extraction  levels 
for  sucrose  are  usually  well  over  90%. 
The  exhausted  cossettes  are  pressed  to 
remove  juice  which  is  sent  back  to  the 
diffuser.  The  residual  material  (pulp)  is 
dried  and  used  mainly  in  cattle  food, 
though  there  are  some  human  breakfast 
cereals  on  the  market  which  contain 
beet  pulp. 

(Continued  on  page  27) 
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A.  A.  HARMON  &  CO. 

(A  Corporation  of  Certified  Public  Accountants) 

Professionals  in  Planning  for: 
Cash  Flow  Accounting  Taxes 

Retirement  Computerization  Estates 

311  Baronne  Street,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

Call  collect  —  Glenn  V.  Weick  or  David  M.  Bassemier 

(504)  586-0581 
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of  Conservation  Districts,  National 
Association  of  Wheat  Growers,  National 
Corn  Growers  Association,  National 
Cotton  Council  and  the  U.S.  Rice  Pro- 
ducers Legislative  Group.  In  addition, 
numerous  other  farm  organizations,  in- 
cluding the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  also  endorsed  the  bill. 

The  legislation  stemmed  from  a 
nine-month  process  during  which 
Fowler  solicited  suggestions  for  the  con- 
servation title  of  the  1990  Farm  Bill 
from  a  wide  range  of  conservation  and 
farm  groups.  In  a  joint  statement  the 
farm  groups  said  the  bill  "continues  the 
favorable  conservation  programs  of  the 
1985  Farm  Act  and,  at  the  same  time, 
corrects  certain  administrative  prob- 
lems to  make  the  programs  more 
workable." 

GODFREY  NAMED 
"SUGAR  MAN  OF  THE  YEAR" 

Horace  D.  Godfrey  received  the 
thirty-second  annual  Dyer  Memorial 
Award  as  "Sugar  Man  of  the  Year  — 
1989"  last  month  in  New  York.  The 
award  is  presented  each  year  to  an  in- 
dividual for  "significant  and  meritorious 
service"  to  the  sugar  industry.  In  accept- 
ing the  award,  Godfrey  called  upon  the 
industry  to  remain  unified  in  order  to 
preserve  sugar's  role  in  U.S.  agriculture 
and  industrial  use. 

1990  SWEETENER  SYMPOSIUM 
TO  BE  HELD  IN  WASHINGTON 

Mark  your  calendars  for  the  7th 
Annual  Sweetener  Symposium  which 
will  be  held  June  24-27  at  the  J.  W.  Mar- 
riott Hotel  in  Washington,  DC.  The 
theme  of  the  1990  Symposium  is 
"America's  Sugar  Program:  Stability  in 
a  Changing  World."  The  conference  will 


provide  an  informative  and  enlighten- 
ing program  centering  on  the  1990  farm 
bill,  the  U.S.  sugar  policy  and  the 
GATT.  The  Symposium  is  sponsored  by 
the  American  Sugar  Alliance.  For  fur- 
ther information,  contact  the  League 
office. 

PROSPECTIVE  SUGARBEET 
PLANTINGS 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
released  its  1990  prospective  plantings 
on  March  30.  Growers  expect  to  plant 
1.40  million  acres  of  sugarbeets  in  14 
states  in  1990.  If  intentions  are  realized, 
planted  acreage  will  be  up  5  percent 
from  both  a  year  earlier  and  two  years 
ago.  Intentions  by  state  are  as  follows: 

(Continued  on  page  22) 


1-800-738-2263 

Parts  -  Parts  -  Parts 

New,  Used,  Rebuilt  Parts  for  l-H, 
John  Deere,  Oliver  and  A.C.  We 
ship  nationwide  &  can  find  parts 
for  any  Tractor,  Big  Truck  &  Con- 
struction Equipment. 

We  specialize  in  Hi-Crop  Tractor 
Parts. 

Consider  Used  or  Rebuilt  Parts 
or  Engines  —  Remember  the 
Cane  Crop  is  Short. 

CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

Route  1,  Box  319-T 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

(318)  276-3453 
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SUGARBEETS  1/ 


AREA  PLANTED 

STATE 

IND 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1990/1989 

1,000  ACRES 

PERCENT 

CA 

215.0 

185.0 

190.0 

103 

CO 

39.1 

40.6 

40.6 

100 

ID 

168.0 

179.0 

181.0 

101 

MI 

152.0 

154.0 

160.0 

104 

MN 

339.0 

342.0 

359.0 

105 

MT 

49.6 

52.7 

56.0 

106 

NE 

66.9 

70.4 

73.0 

104 

NM 

0.7 

2/ 

2/ 

ND 

177.8 

180.2 

190.0 

105 

OH 

17.3 

13.4 

19.0 

142 

OR 

14.3 

15.2 

14.5 

95 

TX 

34.0 

36.6 

40.0 

109 

WY 

56.5 

61.8 

71.0 

115 

OTHER  3/ 

1.9 

2.0 

105 

u  s 

1,327.2 

1,352.8 

1,396.1 

104.7 

1/  RELATES  TO  YEAR  OF  INTENDED  HARVEST  EXCEPT  FOR  OVERWINTERED  SPRING 
PLANTED  BEETS  IN  CA.  2/  INCLUDED  IN  OTHER  STATES  TO  AVOID  DISCLOSURE  OF 
INDIVIDUAL  OPERATIONS.    3/  INCLUDES  NEW  MEXICO  AND  WASHINGTON. 


CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE: 

1988  Cameco  2-Row  Harvester. 
JD  engine,  factory  cab  &  air,  791  hours  split  system. 

Call  (318)  364-8903  (day)  or  (318)  365-5036  (night). 

FOR  SALE: 

IH  3688  Hi-clearance,  $17,500.  2  JD  4430,  $15,500  each. 

Low-clearance  JD  4430,  $8,500.  JD  4230,  $8000.  JD  2030,  $5,750. 

IH  Low-clearance  1086,  $8,500;  1066,  $6,500. 

2  JD  3-Row  Choppers,  $4,500. 

2  Tandum  Axle  Cane  Carts,  $9,500. 

Will  take  trade.  Call  Dugas  Farms  (318)  845-4775. 
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the  freeze  of  1989  will  have  caused  the 
largest  yield  reduction  (as  compared  to 
the  previous  year's  production)  since  the 
1920's  when  several  diseases  nearly 
wiped  out  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 
Many  growers  are  still  estimating  losses 
in  the  Northern  areas  of  the  belt  at  70 
to  85%  while  some  growers  in  the  mid- 
dle portions  of  the  cane  belt  are  figur- 
ing 50  to  75%  losses  in  cane  acreage.  By 
mid  May  it  is  expected  that  we  should 
be  able  to  more  accurately  estimate  the 
acres  of  cane  that  growers  intend  to  keep 
for  1990.  With  the  great  amount  of 
acreage  to  be  plowed  out  in  the  industry, 
there  will  be  considerably  more  acres  of 
cane  used  for  seed  than  normal.  This 
will  lower  production  by  an  even  greater 
figure  for  the  1990  crop. 

1990  DEDICATED 
RESEARCH  PROGRAM 

For  1990,  32  projects  totaling 
$300,188  will  be  funded  for  research 
beneficial  to  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  in- 
dustry. There  were  45  projects  totaling 
$880,891  which  were  requested.  The 
Dedicated  Research  Funding  Commit- 
tee worked  very  hard  to  select  those  pro- 
jects which  it  felt  would  provide  the 
most  valuable  information  to  the  in- 
dustry. A  listing  of  these  projects  and 
the  lead  researcher  follows: 

DONNIE  GARRISON,  UPDATING 
EQUIPMENT  AND  LABOR  NEEDS 
FOR  OUTFIELD  EXPERIMENTS. 

BENJAMIN  L.  LEGENDRE,  AUTO- 
MATION OF  ANALYSES  OF 
SUGARCANE  JUICE  SAMPLES. 

F.  A.  MARTIN,  EQUIPMENT  FOR 
SUGARCANE  RESEARCH. 
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BREEDING  PROGRAM. 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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Mechanical  Planters 

(Continued  from  page  8) 

was  first  developed  to  open,  plant  and  partially  cover  two  rows  at  a  time.  The  chief 
engineer  for  that  project,  R.  M.  Ramp  and  others  worked  on  a  one  row  machine 
the  year  before,  (figure  2)  but  the  possible  advantages  of  a  two  row  design  won 
approval.  About  that  same  time  the  Ag.  Engineering  Department  of  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  initiated  a  sugar  cane  planter  project.  A  report 


(Figure  2) 


Experimental  Sugar  Cane  Planter  used  in  Louisiana 


by  Mansel  Mayeaux  appearing  in  a  1965  bulletin  described  two  machines  that 
were  developed  in  this  project.  The  first  machine  had  a  hydraulic  bottom  which 
dropped  cane  into  the  seed  furrow,  (figure  3)  The  second  machine  used  a  totally 
different  concept  which  was  similar  to  the  Julien  planters  many  growers  are 
familiar  with.  These  machines  will  be  covered  in  a  future  article. 

Unfortunately  these  experimental  machines  were  never  used  extensively  on 
a  commercial  basis,  but  the  ideas  that  were  sparked  through  these  early  efforts 
led  to  other  machines  being  built.  Growers  began  to  work  on  their  own  machines 
and  within  a  few  years  different  combinations  of  ideas  were  fabricated  into  planters. 
Next  time  we  will  take  a  look  at  some  of  these. 

(See  figure  3,  page  26) 
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Mechanical  Planters 

(Continued  from  page  25) 


(Figure  3) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

The  important  differences  in  juice 
composition  are  the  much  lower  levels 
of  reducing  sugars  in  beet  juice  (less 
than  1%  on  solids  rather  than  3  to  10% 
as  in  cane  juice)  and  the  lower  levels  of 
colored  materials  (the  processed  part  of 
the  beet  grows  below  ground  and  does 
not  develop  the  pigments  found  in  above 
ground  cane  and  leaf  material).  The  low 
levels  of  reducing  sugars  means  that 
highly  alkaline  conditions  can  be  used 
in  the  purification  process.  With  cane 
juices  such  treatment  would  result  in 
much  color  development  and  other  prob- 
lems. There  are  many  variations  on  the 
purification  scheme  but  they  all  involve 
addition  of  lime  to  pH  10  to  11,  followed 
by  addition  of  carbon  dioxide  (carbonata- 
tion)  to  precipitate  calcium  carbonate 
and  other  undesirable  non-sugars. 
Clarifiers  or  thickening  filters  are  used 
for  production  of  clear  juice  and  the 
precipitated  solids  are  desugared  by 
filtration,  usually  with  press  filters.  The 
clear  (thin)  juice  is  evaporated  to  give 
syrup  (thick  juice)  in  multiple  effect 
evaporators. 

This  syrup  is  of  higher  purity  and 
much  lower  color  and  suspended  solids 
than  from  cane  and  is  crystalized  to  pro- 
duce white  sugar.  The  boiling  schemes 
used  in  beet  operations  are  similar  to 
those  for  cane  in  that  there  is  a  combina- 
tion of  strikes  to  produce  commercial 
sugar  and  strikes  to  recover  sugar  which 
is  recirculated  in  the  system.  The  lower 
purity  sugar  is  usually  remelted  and 
sent  back  into  the  commercial  strikes. 

The  details  of  the  boiling  house 
schemes  would  justify  a  whole  article  by 
themselves.  Beet  molasses  (from  which 
no  further  sugar  can  be  recovered  by 
conventional  crystallazation)  has  a  puri- 
ty of  about  60,  but  has  little  reducing 
sugars  so  that  the  total  sugars  in  beet 
molasses  is  similar  to  that  in  cane 


(Continued  from  page  10) 

molasses.  Beet  molasses  has  disagree- 
able taste  and  odor  and  is  usually  com- 
bined with  cane  molasses  before  being 
used  as  cattle  feed.  There  is  much  activi- 
ty in  developing  non-crystallization 
methods  for  the  recovery  of  sugar  from 
beet  molasses;  some  of  these  may  have 
application  to  cane  molasses. 

Since  the  beet  pulp  is  not  suitable  for 
fuel  and  all  energy  comes  from  an  exter- 
nal source  the  major  emphasis  of 
research  and  development  in  beet  pro- 
cessing in  recent  years  has  been  upon 
energy  efficiency.  The  steam  usage  per 
ton  of  material  processed  is  lower  for 
beet  than  for  cane.  Cane  factories  usual- 
ly require  40  to  60%  steam  on  cane  but 
beet  factories  may  be  as  low  as  20% 
steam  on  beet.  There  are  many  reasons 
for  this  including  the  extraction  by  dif- 
fusion, continuous  vacuum  pans  and  the 
extensive  use  of  vapor  bleeding. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  grow 
sugar  beet  in  Louisiana  for  over  a  hun- 
dred years,  but  without  success.  Twen- 
ty years  ago  a  trial  was  conducted  on 
growing  beets  at  the  St.  Gabriel  Experi- 
ment Station.  Initial  vegetative  growth 
was  very  good  in  the  spring  but  the 
beets  rotted  before  they  could  mature 
and  be  harvested.  Even  though  we  can- 
not grow  beets  in  Louisiana,  more  inter- 
change with  their  industry  is  very 
desirable. 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 
"WE  SHALL  SURVIVE" 


During  the  200  year  history  of  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry,  the  growers 
and  processors  of  this  industry  have 
faced  almost  every  adversity  known  to 
mankind.  At  one  time  or  another  we 
have  faced  droughts,  floods,  hurricanes, 
freezes,  wars,  poor  government  policy, 
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rationing,  shortages,  diseases,  insects 
and  many  other  problems. 

The  devastating  Christmastime 
1989  freeze  will  be  recorded  as  one  of  the 
most  serious  disasters  the  sugar  in- 
dustry has  ever  experienced.  Immediate- 
ly following  the  freeze,  few  people  could 
rationalize  the  extent  of  the  loss  that 
would  be  forthcoming.  Most  initial 
estimates  were  that  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry  would  sustain  approximately  a 
25  to  30  percent  reduction  in  sugar  pro- 
duced. As  time  passed  and  spring  set 
forth,  it  became  very  obvious  that  the 
original  estimates  were  too  optimistic. 
At  this  time,  it  appears  the  Louisiana 
sugar  growers  and  processors  will  pro- 
duce about  30  to  40  percent  of  the  1989 
production,  therefore  experienceing  a  60 
to  70  percent  reduction. 

As  a  person  who  was  born  into  this 
industry  and  has  been  a  part  of  it  dur- 
ing my  entire  lifetime,  I  know  the  abili- 
ty of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  to  re- 
bound from  tragedies.  This  will  be  no  ex- 
ception. Our  producers  will  "bite  the 
bullet",  replant  as  much  sugar  cane  as 
possible  this  fall  and  within  two  years, 
hopefully  everything  will  return  to  nor- 
mal. Many  processors  will  experience  an 
extremely  short  grinding  season  in 
1990,  but  with  prudent  management 
they  will  remain  in  operation  for  many 
years  to  come. 

1990  and  1991  will  be  extremely  dif- 
ficult years  for  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry. I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in 
our  producers  and  processors  —  "We 
Shall  Survive". 
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A  LOOK  BACK  IN  TIME 

Editor's  Note:  The  following  article  appeared  in  the  May  15,  1984  issue. 

IN  THE  FIELD  WITH  LLOYD  L.  LAUDEN 

The  Crop  —  Dry  Weather  —  Contact  Meeting 
Extension  Service 


There  is  no  doubt  this  writer  was  too 
optimistic  about  the  stands  in  Iberville 
and  Ascension  Parishes.  Both  these 
parishes  suffered  damages  not  too  dif- 
ferent than  Pointe  Coupee  and  West 
Baton  Rouge.  Some  growers  in  all  four 
of  these  parishes  will  have  only  about 
half  of  the  acreages  normally  kept  for 
sugar  and  seed.  These  four  parishes 
were  badly  hurt.  St.  Martin  Parish  was 
also  hard  hit  by  the  late  December 
freeze  and  several  growers  in  that 
parish  will  be  forced  to  plow  out  more 
than  a  small  amount  of  cane. 

At  this  time,  lower  Iberia  Parish  and 
St.  Mary  Parish  are  probably  better 
than  any  other  area  considering  stands 
of  cane,  Lafourche  Parish  also  looks 
good.  Normally,  the  lower  Lafourche 
area  looks  about  like  the  lower 
Mississippi  River  Area  but  this  year 
lower  Lafourche  has  an  edge  over  the 
lower  River  Area  from  the  standpoint  of 
regular  stands  of  cane. 

The  freeze  of  1962  was  longer  in 
duration  and  the  temperature  was  lower 
than  the  Christmastime  freeze  which 
will  affect  the  1984  cane  crop.  Yet,  by 
what  can  be  seen  at  this  time,  the  effects 
of  the  Christmastime  1983  freeze  will  do 
more  damage  than  the  January  1962 
freeze.  It  is  hoped  weather  from  now  on 
out  through  harvest  will  be  good.  This 
will  help  minimize  the  effects  of  the 
freeze  and  the  wet  and  cold  January 
through  March  weather. 

Growers  are  complaining  about  the 
present  drought.  Actually  a  drought  at 


this  time  and  later  is  good.  It  helps 
suckering  and  slows  down  the  growth  of 
one  or  two  of  the  first  shoots  which  came 
up.  This  will  allow  other  later  shoots  to 
get  sunlight  and  therefore  a  larger 
number  of  stalks  per  acre  can  survive. 
In  1963  it  would  have  been  easy  to  burn 
fields  in  middle  June.  A  severe  drought 
occurred  throughout  the  belt.  The  1963 
crop  stands  today  as  a  record  in  both 
sugar  and  tons  of  cane  produced.  The 
State  made  29  net  tons  of  cane  per  acre 
and  759,000  tons  of  sugar  for  the  crop. 


Get  a  jump 

on  tomorrow, 

save  today. 


Take  Stock  In 
America 

With  higher  paying 
U.S.  Savings  Bonds 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


HOUSE  SUBCOMMITTEE 
REPORTS  SUGAR  TITLE 

The  House  Agriculture  Subcommit- 
tee on  Cotton,  Rice  and  Sugar,  chaired 
by  Congressman  Jerry  Huckaby  (D-LA), 
approved  legislation  to  reauthorize  the 
sugar  program.  The  measure  will  be 
taken  up  by  the  full  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee for  consideration  as  part  of  the 
1990  Farm  Bill  in  the  coming  weeks. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  ma- 
jor provisions  and  changes  in  the  sugar 
program  as  reported  by  the 
Subcommittee: 

(1)  Continues  the  requirement  that 
the  sugar  program  be  operated  at  no  cost 
to  the  government. 

(2)  Beginning  with  the  1991  crop 
year,  maintains  the  minimum  loan  rate 
at  the  current  level  of  18  cents  per 
pound.  Beginning  with  the  1992  crop 
year,  the  minimum  loan  rate  would  in- 
crase  by  the  percentage  increase  in  the 
national  consumer  price  index  over  the 
last  12  months,  minus  2  percentage 
points. 

(3)  Provides  for  a  minimum  import 
level  of  1.25  million  tons.  If  Secretary 
projects  imports  will  fall  below  that 
level,  a  program  of  mandatory  domestic 
marketing  allotments  for  cane  and  beet 
sugar  would  be  triggered.  Any  year  in 
which  marketing  allotments  for  sugar 
are  in  effect,  marketings  for  corn 
sweeteners  will  be  limited  to  the 
previous  year's  marketings. 

(4)  Creates  a  new  re-export  program 
financed  by  a  one-third  of  a  cent  per 
pound  assessment  on  all  domestically- 
produced  sugar  and  its  equivalent  in 
corn  sweeteners. 

(5)  Extends  loan  length  from  6 
months  to  9  months. 


(6)  Prohibits  import  quota  alloca- 
tions to  countries  that  import  Cuban 
sugar. 

(7)  Mandates  import  quotas  on 
specified  sugar-containing  products. 

(8)  Provides  for  disaster  assistance 
under  certain  conditions  for  1990  crop 
of  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  damaged  by 
frost,  freeze  or  related  condition  in  1989. 
This  amendment  was  offered  by  Con- 
gressman Clyde  Holloway  (D-LA)  dur- 
ing Subcommittee  markup. 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee 
reportedly  will  try  and  put  together  its 
version  of  a  sugar  program  sometime 
prior  to  the  end  of  May.  Senator  Kent 
Conrad  (D-ND)  is  expected  to  introduce 
a  sugar  bill  containing  provisions 
similar  to  the  House  Subcommittee 
measure  for  consideration  by  the 
Agriculture  Committee  during  its 
markup  of  the  1990  Farm  Bill. 

SENATE  ACTS  ON 
DISASTER  ASSISTANCE 

During  Senate  debate  on  the  urgent 
supplemental  appropriations  bill, 
Senator  Bennett  Johnston  (D-LA)  of- 
fered an  amendment  to  provide  disaster 
assistance  to  Louisiana  sugarcane  pro- 
ducers affected  by  last  December's 
freeze.  The  Senate  adopted  the  amend- 
ment which  provides  for  an  allocation  of 
$11  million  for  1990  crops  damaged  by 
a  natural  disaster  in  1989.  The  supple- 
mental appropriations  was  subsequent- 
ly approved  by  the  Senate.  A  joint 
Senate-House  conference  committee  was 
appointed  to  work  out  the  differences  in 
the  Senate  and  House  versions  of  the 
legislation,  but  as  press  time,  no  action 
had  been  taken  by  the  committee.  There 
is  no  provision  in  the  House-passed  bill 
for  disaster  funds  so  it  is  possible  the 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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ROUNDUP 
D-PAK 


FARMERS: 


ROUNDUP 

D-PAK 

LRT: 


ROUNDUP 

D-PAK 

THE  CHOICE 


This  is  a  critical  year  to  insure  that  your 
fallow  land  is  ready  to  plant  —  weed  free 
—  when  you  are. 


Is  The  Answer 

•  Lower  cost  and  more  effective  than 
disking 

•  Complete  weed  control  at  time  of 
planting 

•  50%  stronger  than  regular  Roundup 

•  15  gallon  container 


ROUNDUP  D-PAK  LRT  is  the  answer 

to  your  fallow  land  problems 

and  it  saves  you  $30/acre. 


Ask  your  chemical  supplier 
by  June  30  for  availability 


ROUNDUP  D-PAK 

Trademark  ®   Monsanto 


JUNE  1,  1990 


FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

SEED  CANE  FROM  OTHER  AREAS  -  USDA  CANAL  POINT 

BREEDING  EFFORTS  -  KEEP  GOOD  RECORDS  -  SODBUSTER 

AND  SWAMPBUSTER  -  CERTIFICATION  CROP  REPORT 


There  has  been  some  talk  by 
growers  and  processors  concerning  the 
possibility  of  bringing  in  seed  cane  this 
fall  from  Texas  or  Florida  to  help  ease 
the  losses  following  the  December  1989 
freeze.  This  can  be  very  dangerous! 
There  are  diseases  and  insects  in  these 
areas  that  are  not  found  in  Louisiana. 
To  bring  in  this  cane  would  run  the  risk 
of  importing  any  of  these  problems  that 
we  certainly  do  not  want.  For  example, 
Texas  has  the  rice  borer  that  causes  ex- 
tensive damage  to  their  crop.  We  do  not 
have  this  insect  as  of  this  time  and  hope 
that  we  can  avoid  getting  it  for  some 
time  to  come.  Losses  from  the  rice  borer 
have  been  very  extensive  and  for  those 
who  have  seen  its  damage  realize  that 
we  certainly  want  to  avoid  bringing  it 
here.  Florida  has  the  insect  vector  for 
Fiji  disease  which  has  not  yet  been 
reported  here  in  Louisiana. 

Besides  these  very  obvious  reasons 
why  we  do  not  want  to  consider  bring- 
ing in  seed  cane,  there  is  also  a  volun- 
tary quarantine  system  which  is 
stringently  followed  among  the  domestic 
sugarcane  producers  and  researchers. 
This  system  is  in  place  to  protect  this  in- 
dustry and  you  as  an  individual  would 
not  want  to  jeopardize  our  future  produc- 
tion because  of  the  situation  in  which  we 
now  find  outselves.  Bringing  in  seed 
cane  from  anywhere  outside  of  Lou- 
isiana could  cost  this  industry  millions 
of  dollars  during  years  to  come  in  an  ef- 
fort to  have  saved  a  dollar  this  year. 
That  is  not  good  business! 

USDA  CANAL  POINT 
BREEDING  EFFORTS 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the 
Bulletin  is  a  manuscript  by  Drs.  J.  D. 


Miller  and  P.  Y.  P.  Tai  concerning  the 
sugarcane  crossing  efforts  at  the  Canal 
Point,  Florida  crossing  station.  It  is  im- 
portant that  members  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  realize  the  impor- 
tant role  that  this  station  performs  for 
us.  All  of  the  commercial  varieties  that 
are  being  grown  in  Louisiana  today 
were  crossed  at  the  Canal  Point,  Florida 
station;  thus  the  CP  designation  given 
to  them.  After  the  seed  are  produced 
there,  they  are  shipped  to  Louisiana 
where  they  are  grown  and  tested  in  the 
variety  program. 

What  many  of  you  may  not  realize 
is  that  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  played  an  important  role  in  the 
development  of  the  Canal  Point,  Florida 
station  and  continues  to  provide  funds 
for  cane  breeding  work.  The  League  not 
only  lobbies  for  money  from  Congress 
but  also  puts  up  this  industry's  own 
money  to  help  buy  land,  construct 
greenhouses  and  facilities.  Also,  we  still 
assist  the  Canal  Point  station  with  labor 
to  be  used  in  the  crossing  efforts. 

As  you  can  see  from  the  pictures  and 
from  the  manuscript,  a  new  indoor  facili- 
ty has  been  constructed  to  replace  the 
older  greenhouse.  These  new  facilities 
will  hopefully  provide  us  with  varieties 
for  many  years  to  come.  The  breeding 
program  for  this  industy,  conducted 
cooperatively  by  the  USDA,  League  and 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion personnel,  is  a  good  one.  Crossing 
stations  at  Canal  Point  (USDA)  and  at 
St.  Gabriel  (LAES)  work  together  along 
with  the  two  infield  stations  at 
Chacahoula  (USDA)  and  St.  Gabriel 
(LAES)  to  maximize  variety  develop- 
ment and  reduce  duplication.  This  has 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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been  a  good  program  and  with  the  sugar 
industry's  support  will  continue  to  pro- 
vide the  varieties  so  desperately  needed 
to  keep  you  in  business. 

KEEP  GOOD  RECORDS 

It  is  very  important  that  growers 
keep  accurate  records  of  the  acreage 
that  was  intended  for  harvest  in  1990 
but  was  plowed  out  due  to  the  freeze  of 
December  1989.  These  records  will  be 
needed  to  document  the  losses  you  have 
incurred.  Keeping  good  planting  maps, 
acreage  maps,  yield  results,  chemical 
and  fertilizer  records,  etc.  is  one  part  of 
the  farming  practice  that  is  often 
overlooked  or  passed  over  lightly. 
However,  it  is  a  factor  that  can  often 
make  the  difference  between  a  good 
farmer  and  a  better  one.  Knowing  what 
works  right  for  you,  precisely  where 
every  variety  is  located,  maintaining  a 
good  rotation,  and  having  seed  of  a  par- 
ticular variety  planted  close  to  fallow 
land  can  make  a  lot  of  difference.  Good 
record  keeping  is  an  essential  part  of 
farming. 

SODBUSTER  AND 
SWAMPBUSTER  CERTIFICATION 

Letters  either  have  been  or  will  be 
mailed  by  the  ASCS  concerning  sod- 
buster/swampbuster  compliance  for 
1990.  It  is  important  that  you  furnish 
the  required  information.  Failure  to  pro- 
vide the  information  on  these  forms  will 
result  in  your  sugar  being  ineligible  for 
the  1990  Price  Support  Loan.  Should 
you  have  any  questions  concerning 
these  letters  and  the  information  re- 
quested, you  should  contact  the  ASCS 
County  Executive  Director  in  your 
parish.  Compliance  in  this  matter  may 


also  affect  your  eligibility  on  disaster 
loans  or  payments  made  on  this  year's 
crop. 

CROP  REPORT 

As  of  this  writing,  May  15, 1990,  the 
crop  conditions  are  still  not  good. 
Although  warmer  weather  has  finally 
arrived,  the  industry  has  not  exper- 
ienced the  kind  of  dry  weather  needed 
for  good  tillering.  The  longest  period  of 
dry  conditions  this  year  were  two 
periods  of  11  or  12  days  which  were  both 
preceded  and  followed  by  about  two  in- 
ches of  rain.  Latest  projections  by  most 
industry  members  indicate  that  damage 
to  the  1990  crop  will  be  somewhere  be- 
tween 60  and  70%.  This  small  crop  will 
certainly  be  the  greatest  yield  loss  since 
the  disease  complex  of  the  1920's  near- 
ly destroyed  the  industry. 


1  -800-738-2263 

Parts  -  Parts  -  Parts 

New,  Used,  Rebuilt  Parts  for  l-H, 
John  Deere,  Oliver  and  A.C.  We 
ship  nationwide  &  can  find  parts 
for  any  Tractor,  Big  Truck  &  Con- 
struction Equipment. 

We  specialize  in  Hi-Crop  Tractor 
Parts. 

Consider  Used  or  Rebuilt  Parts 
or  Engines  —  Remember  the 
Cane  Crop  is  Short. 

CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

Route  1,  Box  319-T 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

(318)  276-3453 
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More  on  Mechanical  Planters: 
A  bit  of  History 

by  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  Agronomist 
and  Windell  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

During  the  late  '50's  and  early  '60's  many  different  types  of  cane  planters  were 
being  used  in  Louisiana.  The  pictures  appearing  with  this  article  show  some  of 
the  earlier  models  of  planters  that  were  in  use  at  that  time  and  a  general  descrip- 
tion of  how  they  worked.  These  are  pictures  that  were  sent  to  the  League  by 
growers,  or  pictures  taken  by  Mr.  Lloyd  Lauden. 


Planter's  aid  with  hydraulic  gate  to 
push  cane  back,  developed  by 
Sidney  Longman  of  Franklin,  La. 


This  planter  was  also  pulled  behind 
a  cane  wagon.  It  was  a  two-row 
machine  made  by  Bob  Boudreaux  of 
Thibodaux,  La.  Cane  was  placed  in 
the  notched  cylinders  and  auto- 
matically dropped  and  lapped  in  the 
row.  Made  by  Thomson. 


This  aid  was  pulled  behind  a  cane 
wagon.  As  cane  was  thrown  into  it, 
a  trap  door  was  timed  by  a  sprocket 
and  chain  to  automatically  drop  and 
lap  cane  in  the  row.  Developed  by 
Denis  Thibodeaux  of  Napoleonville, 
La.  and  made  by  Cameco. 


Richard    Boudreaux,    Jr.,    Ronald 
Adams    and    Sam    Tabor,    all    of 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


LEGISLATIVE  REPORT 

With  a  near  record  number  of  bills 
filed  (over  3,000),  both  houses  of  the 
Legislature  returned  to  the  Capital  this 
past  week.  For  the  most  part,  they  hit 
the  ground  running. 

Committees  met  to  face  full  agendas, 
and  the  bills  that  passed  out  of  commit- 
tee were  promptly  heard  on  the  floor.  It 
appears  that  both  houses  are  interested 
in  moving  things  along  and  are  doing 
what  they  can  to  keep  from  facing  a 
backlog  of  bills. 

Of  course  the  big  news  of  the  week 
was  the  shakeup  in  the  Senate  leader- 
ship when  Allen  Bares  was  removed  as 
President,  and  Sammy  Nunez  was 
elected  to  replace  him.  While  it  is  too 
early  to  judge  the  impact  of  this  move, 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  it  will  serve  as  a 
distraction  to  lawmakers  and  others 
who  work  with  the  Legislature.  Nunez 
already  has  moved  to  restructure  the 
Senate  committees  from  top  to  bottom, 
with  the  first  change  being  to  place  J. 
E.  Jumonville  in  the  chair  of  Commerce. 
Other  senators  named  chairmen  include 
Bill  Jefferson,  Senate  and  Govern- 
mental Affairs;  Leonard  Chabert, 
Revenue  and  fiscal  Affairs;  Oswald 
Decuir,  Natural  Resources;  Foster 
Campbell,  Agriculture;  Dennis 
Bagneris,  Judiciary  A;  Don  Kelly, 
Judiciary  B;  John  Saunders,  Judiciary 
C;  Sixty  Rayburn,  Finance;  Mike  Cross, 
Health  and  Welfare;  Bill  McLeod, 
Retirement. 

On  the  House  side,  it  is  rumored  that 
John  Alario  is  eight  votes  short  (some 
say  five)  of  ousting  Jimmy  Dimos  as 
Speaker.  We  would  not  be  surprised  to 
see  this  move  on  the  Speaker's  chair 
made  when,  and  if,  Alario's  vote  count 
looks  right. 


An  interesting  note  to  the  events  in 
the  Senate  is  that  the  move  had  been 
planned  for  some  time.  The  resolution 
that  brought  about  the  change  was 
dated  April  24;  that  date  was  simply 
crossed  out  with  May  9  written  in 
underneath  it. 

How  is  Roemer  taking  all  of  this? 
Supposedly  he  is  plenty  mad  and  for  the 
first  time,  perhaps  ready  to  play  "hard- 
ball". In  addition  to  the  overthrow  in  the 
Senate,  his  two  year,  three  cent  sales  tax 
exemption  bill  was  amended  in  House 
Ways  and  Means  to  a  one  year,  two  cent 
sales  tax  exemption  bill,  and  the 
telecommunications  bill  that  was  sup- 
posed to  raise  $50  million  was  amended 
to  a  deficit  of  $1  million  before  it  was 
deferred.  The  hazardous  waste  tax  has 
been  deferred,  and  the  cigarette  tax  met 
with  overwhelming  defeat. 

Items  of  Interest 

In  light  of  the  devastation  and 
economic  loss  experienced  as  a  result  of 
the  freeze,  our  primary  objective  during 
this  legislative  session  will  be  to  protect 
the  sugar  industry  from  any  new  taxes, 
fines,  fees,  etc.  Along  those  lines,  we  are 
working  with  the  Administration  to  pre- 
vent and/or  suspend  any  environmental 
regulations  that  would  require  the  ex- 
penditure of  funds  on  the  part  of  the 
sugar  industry. 

Worker's  Comp  —  There  are 
several  bills  that  deal  with  this  area, 
most  of  them  oriented  towards  tighten- 
ing the  law.  While  we  will  support  this 
type  of  bill,  we  maintain  that  the  prob- 
lem with  worker's  comp  lies  with  the  in- 
terpretation of  the  law  by  the  courts,  not 
with  the  legislation. 

(Continued  on  page  1 7) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 


SUGAR  RECOVERY  FROM  MOLASSES 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


Routine  factory  reports  describe 
sucrose  in  final  molasses  as  a  loss  but 
it  is  perhaps  better  to  think  of  it  as  the 
low  value  sucrose  stream  produced  by 
the  mill.  Sucrose  is  the  major  component 
of  final  molasses  and  at  current 
molasses  prices,  assuming  all  the  value 
to  be  in  the  sucrose,  this  is  equivalent 
to  about  $0.08  per  pound  of  sucrose  com- 
pared with  $0.23  for  raw  sugar.  If  the 
total  sugars  in  molasses  are  considered, 
the  value  per  pound  can  be  as  low  as 
$0.05.  This  difference  is  the  cause  for 
considerable  interest  in  processes  for  the 
recovery  of  sucrose  or  total  sugars  from 
molasses.  This  interest  is  not  new  and 
many  attempts  have  been  made  to 
recover  sugar  from  molasses,  but 
without  success.  However,  modern 
technology  does  offer  a  real  possibility 
for  sugar  recovery  from  molasses  on  a 
commercial  scale. 

Each  stage  of  raw  sugar  production 
is  a  separation  process.  Milling  is  the 
separation  of  the  juice  from  the  fibre  and 
centrifugation  the  separation  of  liquid, 
molasses,  from  the  solids,  crystalline 
sugar.  Crystallization  is  the  most  impor- 
tant of  the  separation  processes  and 
final  molasses  is  the  material  from 
which  no  further  sugar  can  be  obtained 
by  standard  crystallization  procedures. 
Sugar  recovery  from  molasses  must 
therefore  involve  a  different  type  of 
separation  process. 

For  the  process  to  be  successful  the 
sucrose  must  behave  differently  from 
the  other  components  in  the  molasses, 
namely  invert  sugar,  polysaccharaides, 
ash  (inorganic  material)  and  organic 
non-sugars)  (including  color).  The  pro- 
cess could  be  simplified  by  conversion  of 


the  sucrose  (and  even  the  polysac- 
charides) into  invert  (glucose  and  fruc- 
tose). In  this  case  the  separation  would 
be  between  the  invert  and  the  ash  and 
organic  non-sugars,  but  the  product 
would  be  non-crystallizable  and  similar 
to  a  50%  fructose  syrup. 

The  difference  in  property  that  is  the 
basis  for  the  separation  system  can  be 
either  chemical  or  physical.  An  example 
of  a  difference  in  chemical  property 
would  be  the  formation  of  insoluble  com- 
plexes between  lime  and  sucrose 
(calcium  sachharates).  The  precipitated 
material  is  treated  in  water  with  carbon 
dioxide  to  give  sucrose  and  insoluble 
calcium  carbonate.  This  is  the  basis  of 
the  Steffen  process  in  beet  processing 
but  it  has  not  worked  with  cane 
molasses.  A  mixture  of  glucose  and  fruc- 
tose from  inverted  beet  molasses  was 
separated  in  a  similar  way  to  give  the 
insoluble  calcium  fructosate.  The  fruc- 
tose was  recovered  by  treatment  of  the 
precipitate  with  dilute  phosphoric  acid. 

A  physical  property  that  could  be  us- 
ed to  separate  sucrose  is  the  different 
solubility  of  the  sucrose  (or  the  other 
components)  when  another  solvent  is 
added.  A  variety  of  solvents  have  been 
tried,  including  liquid  ammonia, 
ethanol  and  even  a  mixture  including 
benzene!!  None  have  come  to  commer- 
cial operation,  although  some  hold  pro- 
mise as  means  of  producing  a  clean 
molasses  for  later  processing. 

The  more  modern  approaches  to  this 
problem  involve  either  membrane  or 
chromatographic  systems.  Filtration 
through  very  fine  membranes 
(ultrafiltration)  can  give  a  very  high 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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A.  A.  HARMON  &  CO. 

(A  Corporation  of  Certified  Public  Accountants) 

Professionals  in  Planning  for: 
Cash  Flow  Accounting  Taxes 

Retirement  Computerization  Estates 

311  Baronne  Street,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

Call  collect  —  Glenn  V.  Weick  or  David  M.  Bassemier 

(504)  586-0581 


-  NEW  - 
FORD  COUNTRY  SUGAR  CANE  TRACTOR 


120  Horse  Power 
35"  Crop  Clearance 

Power  &  Clearance 

For  All  Jobs 
9600  lbs.  Lift  Cap. 
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Caff  For  Demo: 

M  &  L  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


Houma 
(504)  876-2280 
1-800-969-0068 


Broussard 
(318)  837-2763 
1-800-960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 
(504)  355-7716 
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Sugarcane  Seed  Production  at  Canal  Point 

for  the  Ten  Crossings 

Seasons  from  1979-80  through  1988-89 


J.  D.  Miller  and  P.  Y.  P.  Tai 

USDA-ARS 

Sugarcane  Field  Station 

Canal  Point,  FL 


The  Sugarcane  Field  Station  was 
established  at  Canal  Point  in  1920  and 
one  of  its  important  objectives  was  the 
production  of  new  varieties  for  Lou- 
isiana. As  early  as  1924,  a  Memoran- 
dum of  Understanding  existed  between 
the  Canal  Point  Station  and  Louisiana 
State  University  to  provide  seed  for  use 
in  sugarcane  variety  development.  The 
Three-Way  Agreement  between  the 
Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the 
United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Louisiana  State  Universi- 
ty and  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  under  which  varieties  are 
developed  for  Louisiana  was  first 
established  in  1926  (5).  In  recent  history 
the  breeders  at  Canal  Point,  C.  O. 
Grassl,  P.  H.  Dunckelman,  and  N.  I. 
James,  have  all  felt  a  very  kindred  spirit 
with  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry.  In 
the  12  years  that  the  senior  author  has 
been  responsible  for  making  the  crosses 
recommended  by  the  staff  at  the  Sugar- 
cane Field  Laboratory  in  Houma,  the 
same  type  of  rapport  with  the  Louisiana 
Sugarcane  Industry  has  been  our  goal. 
For  the  past  several  years,  Dr.  B.  L. 
Legendre  and  Dr.  J.  Dunckelman  from 
the  Sugarcane  Field  Laboratory  and  Dr. 
J.  E.  Irvine  from  the  Texas  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  at  Weslaco  have 
spent  one  week  during  the  crossing 
season  at  Canal  Point  assisting  in  the 
crossing  operation.  All  true  seed  pro- 
duced at  Canal  Point  receive  a  CP  in 
their  name.  Commercial  varieties  pro- 


duced through  the  ARS  breeding  pro- 
gram receive  a  CP,  plus  the  year  of 
selection,  plus  the  selection  number,  ie, 
CP  70-321.  LCP  varieties  are  produced 
from  seed  produced  at  Canal  Point  sup- 
plied to  the  Louisiana  State  University 
breeding  program,  ie,  LCP  82-89. 

Evidence  of  the  continued  commit- 
ment of  the  Agricultural  Research  Ser- 
vice to  the  sugarcane  breeding  programs 
is  the  construction  of  an  enlarged 
photoperiod  induction  facility  in  1976 
and  the  construction  of  a  new  crossing 
house  that  should  be  available  for  use 
during  the  1989-90  crossing  season. 

Regular  Practices  of 
Production  of  Tassels 

Adequate  seedcane  of  selected 
varieties  necessary  to  plant  about  1500 
pots  (10  gallon  plastic  pots)  of  varieties 
to  be  used  in  the  crossing  season  must 
be  identified  and  planted  in  flats  in 
January  of  the  year  they  are  to  be  used 
in  crosses  in  November  and  December. 
Pots  are  filled  with  a  1:1  ratio  of  muck 
soil  and  coarse  builder's  sand.  A  single 
plant  is  transplanted  into  each  pot  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  April.  After  an 
establishment  period  of  about  3  weeks, 
the  plants  are  fertilized  at  3  week  inter- 
vals with  40  g  of  10-10-10  fertilizer  plus 
micronutrients  until  the  1st  week  in 
July.  Fertilization  is  resumed  about  the 
1st  of  November  with  one  or  two  applica- 
tions to  promote  tassel  emergence.  Pots 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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TESTIMONY  OF  JACKIE  THERIOT 

BEFORE  THE 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION  &  STABILIZATION 
OF  PRICES  SUBCOMMITTEE 

of  the 

SENATE  AGRICULTURE,  NUTRITION  AND  FORESTRY 

COMMITTEE 


Presented  on  Behalf  of  the 
AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Subcommittee: 

My  name  is  Jackie  Theriot.  I  am  a  sugar  cane  farmer  from  Catahoula,  Lou- 
isiana and  the  General  Manager  of  Breaux  Bridge  Sugar  Cooperative,  Inc.,  a  pro- 
cessor of  sugarcane  into  raw  sugar.  My  experience  with  the  production  and  pro- 
cessing of  sugarcane  includes  volunteer  work  and  two  tours  of  duty  with  the  Peace 
Corps  in  Africa,  the  Far  East,  and  Central  America.  I  am  also  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  which 
is  a  trade  association  whose  members  include  all  20  of  the  raw  sugar  processing 
mills  in  Louisiana  and  farmers  who  produce  approximately  95  percent  of  the  sugar- 
cane grown  in  Louisiana.  My  testimony  today  is  presented  on  behalf  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  We  appreciate  this  opportunity  to  present  our  views 
on  the  inclusion  of  cost  of  production  increases  in  the  1990  Farm  Bill. 

While  our  sugar  industry  is  efficient,  we  also  require  a  large  input  cost  per 
acre.  Sugarcane  production  is  unlike  other  crops  in  that  it  is  a  multi-year  crop 
—  planted  one  year  and  re-harvested  annually  for  a  number  of  years.  It  requires 
heavy  investment  in  specialty  equipment  and  labor  from  planting  through 
harvesting,  which  is  not  the  case  for  most  program  crops. 

Productivity  per  acre  has  steadily  increased  due  to  numerous  reasons  including 
improved  germplasm,  technologies  and  machinery,  as  well  as  excellent  climatic 
conditions  for  the  last  three  crops.  The  increase  in  total  sugar  yield  has  been 

(Continued  on  page  31) 
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provision  could  be  deleted  in  conference. 
The  Louisiana  congressional  delegation, 
led  by  Senator  Johnston,  is  working  to 
keep  the  disaster  allocation  in  the  final 
legislation. 

BREAUX  APPOINTED  TO 
FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Senator  John  Breaux  (D-LA)  has 
been  appointed  to  serve  on  the  Senate 
Finance  Committee  which  has  jurisdic- 
tion over  all  revenue  and  tax  measures 
as  well  as  trade-related  matters.  Breaux 
was  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  created 
by  the  death  of  Senator  Spark  M. 
Matsunaga  of  Hawaii. 

THERIOT  TESTIFIES  ON 
COST  OF  PRODUCTION 

Jackie  Theriot,  a  sugarcane  farmer 
and  General  Manager  of  Breaux  Bridge 
Sugar  Cooperative,  testified  April  23 
before  the  Senate  Agriculture  Subcom- 
mittee on  Agricultural  Production  and 
Stabilization  of  Prices  that  increased 
costs  of  production  have  reduced 
margins  of  profit  for  farmers.  Theriot 
called  for  relief  on  cost  of  production  in- 
creases through  provisions  in  the  1990 
Farm  Bill.  Senator  David  Pryor  (D-AR), 
subcommittee  chairman,  said  the  hear- 
ing was  held  to  get  "testimony  from  a 
variety  of  farmers  from  across  the  coun- 
try on  the  cost  of  production,  what  it 
takes  to  get  food  from  the  field  to  our 
plate." 

Theriot  noted  that  the  American 
sugarcane  farmer  is  extremely  efficient. 
If  this  were  not  the  case,  the  economic 
picture  would  be  even  more  bleak,  he 
said.  Based  on  production  costs  data 
from  the  Louisiana  State  University 
Economics  and  Agribusiness  Depart- 
ment and  data  from  the  Farm  Credit 


System,  production  costs  for  sugarcane 
farmers  have  risen  by  23.7  percent  in 
real  dollars  during  the  period  from  1986 
through  1989.  "During  that  time," 
Theriot  told  the  Senate  hearing,  "the 
loan  rate  for  raw  sugar  has  remained 
constant  as  directed  by  the  1985  Farm 
Bill,  which  means  a  decline  in  the  loan 
rate  of  18  percent  in  real  dollars." 

SUGAR  QUOTA  INCREASED 
FOR  THE  FOURTH  TIME 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clayton 
Yeutter  announced  April  25  an  increase 
in  the  import  quota  for  sugar  of  250,000 
metric  tons  (about  275,580  short  tons), 
from  2,584,865  metric  tons,  raw  value, 
to  2,834,865  metric  tons,  raw  value.  The 
increase  went  into  effect  April  27  and  is 
the  fourth  increase  in  the  1989/90  sugar 
import  quota.  Yeutter  said  the  increase 
puts  quota  shipments  about  9.5  percent 
higher  than  with  the  previous  quota. 
"Continued  supply-demand  imbalances 
necessitated  an  additional  adjustment 
in  the  quota  above  the  level  established 
last  January,"  Yeutter  said. 

Shipping  patterns  for  quota  sugar 
were  also  announced.  There  are  no  ship- 
ping pattern  restrictions  in  effect  for  any 
country  either  for  the  previously  an- 
nounced quota  or  for  the  increase  of 
250,000  metric  tons.  The  U.S.  Trade 
Representative  also  announced  that 
Nicaragua's  sugar  quota  had  been 
reinstated. 

BRACH  APPLICATION  FOR 

FOREIGN  TRADE  ZONE 

STATUS  DENIED 

The  Foreign  Trade  Zones  Board  has 
denied  the  application  for  foreign-trade 
subzone  status  at  the  E.J.  Brach  &  Sons 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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(Continued  from  page  16) 


confectionery  products  plant  in  Chicago 
because  approval  would  not  be  in  the 
public  interest  according  to  a  represent- 
ative of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Com- 
merce. If  the  application  had  been  ap- 
proved, Brach  would  have  been  allowed 
to  import  sugar  at  world  prices  outside 
of  the  sugar  import  quota.  The  company 
had  threatened  to  close  its  Chicago  plant 
and  move  its  operations  to  Canada  or 
Mexico  if  the  application  was  not 
approved. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
had  recommended  the  application  be 
denied  because  approval  would  adverse- 
ly affect  the  domestic  sugar  price  sup- 
port program.  The  Commerce  Depart- 
ment official  said  that  the  economic  fac- 
tors and  evidence  cited  on  behalf  of 
Brach  were  fully  considered,  but  the 
evidence  as  to  the  positive  effects  at  the 
Brach  plant  were  outweighted  by  the 
evidence  as  to  the  negative  effects  on  the 
sugar  program  and  other  domestic 
candy  producers. 


CLARIFICATION  OF 
SECTION  404  PERMITS 

During  Senate  debate  on  the  urgent 
supplemental  appropriations  bill,  a 
group  led  by  Senators  Pryor  (D-AR), 
Bumpers  (D-AR),  Johnston  (D-LA)  and 
Breaux  (D-LA),  negotiated  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Environmental  Protec- 
tion Agency  and  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
concerning  exemption  of  normal  farm- 
ing practices  from  Section  404  re- 
quirements of  the  Clean  Water  Act. 
EPA  and  the  Corps  have  issued  a 
memorandum  for  the  field  further  clari- 
fying exemptions,  which  include 
eliminating  the  need  to  obtain  in- 
dividual permits  when  discharges  are 


authorized  under  general  permit  and  en- 
suring that  neither  EPA  nor  the  Corps 
will  initiate  enforcement  actions  against 
farmers  engaging  in  "normal  farming 
practices"  as  defined  in  the 
memorandum. 

The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

(Continued  from  page  11) 

Tort  legislation  —  Unfortunately, 
there  are  several  bills  filed  on  behalf  of 
the  Trial  Attorneys  that  would  expand 
joint  and  several  liability,  provide  for 
third  party  tort,  allow  an  employee  to 
sue  in  tort  in  addition  to  worker's  comp, 
etc.  Most  of  these  bills  are  shrouded  in 
environmental  and  safety  issues. 
Needless  to  say,  we  will  oppose  these 
bills. 


ATTENTION 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN 

Announces  Its 

Precision  Grading  Service 
Lazerplane  Equipped 

*  Better  drainage 

*  Better  weed  control 

*  Increase  acreage 

Also  Agent  for 
Spectro  Physics 
Laser  Plane  Sale 

St.  James,  Louisiana  70086 

(504)  265-3965 


JUNE  1,  1990 


17 


Mechanical  Planters 


(Continued  from  page  10) 


Thibodaux,  La.  worked  with  this 
planter.  As  the  bottom  of  the  wagon 
was  raised,  cane  was  grabbed  by 
chains  and  pulled  over  the  sides  in- 
to the  two  outside  rows.  Made  by 
Quality  Boiler  Works. 


This  planter's  aid  was  pulled  behind 
a  cane  wagon  and  as  cane  was  fed 
into  the  carrier  the  stalks  are 
dropped  and  automatically  lapped 
according  to  travel  speed  and 
feeding  rate.  Developed  by  Agney 
Boudreaux  of  Napoleonville,  La. 


This  aid,  which  operated  by  the 
same  principle,  was  made  by  Leo 
Barrilleaux,  Jr.  and  Norbert 
Richard  (Charley's  father)  Green- 
wood Plantation,  Thibodaux,  La. 


Herman  Arcement  of  Supreme,  La. 
worked  with  this  two  row  planter. 
Cane  was  dropped  into  chutes  on 
each  side  of  the  wagon  and  lapped 
automatically  into  the  rows. 


Julien  planter  developed  by 
Leonard  Julien  of  Donaldsonville, 
La.  A  separate  unit  hooks  onto  the 
back  of  a  loaded  wagon.  Cane  is 
grabbed  and  raked  off  of  the  wagon 
directly  into  the  row. 

Some  of  these  earliest  attempts  at 
mechanizing  the  planting  operation  met 
with  varying  degrees  of  success. 
Although  each  of  these  planters  were 
improvements,  they  still  required  hand 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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Mechanical  Planters 

(Continued  from  page  18) 


labor  to  feed  cane  into  the  discharge 
mechanism,  so  little  savings  in  man- 
power requirements  were  realized.  Some 
of  these  planters  were  mass  produced  by 
machinery  manufacturers  and  over  a 
number  of  years  helped  growers  in 
planting  their  crop. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  pro- 
gress in  mechanical  planting  at  that 
time  came  with  the  increased  use  of 
hydraulics  and  with  the  introduction  of 
the  Julien  planter.  Utilizing  hydraulics 
helped  to  simplify  the  metering  and 
discharge  systems  of  planters  as  well  as 
lower  the  costs  of  operating  them.  The 
Julien  planters  helped  to  relieve  some 
of  the  manpower  requirements  needed 
to  plant  the  crop.  Increased  planting 
speed  and  standardization  of  the  plant- 
ing operation  were  additional  benefits 


growers  realized  with  the  use  of  these 
planters.  Unfortunately,  these  benefits 
were  realized  at  the  expense  of  seed 
piece  quality,  and  increased  seed  usage 
as  compared  to  hand  planting.  These 
two  problem  areas  still  need  much  work 
and  remain  the  major  drawbacks  of 
mechanical  cane  planting  in  Louisiana. 

The  use  of  "fingers"  to  pull  the  cane 
stalks  off  of  a  loaded  wagon  into  the 
planting  furrow  was  the  general  concept 
then,  and  although  variations  in  this 
system  have  been  made,  this  same 
general  concept  is  in  use  today.  The  use 
of  chains,  wheels,  drums  and  slats  with 
various  types  and  arrangements  of 
fingers,  scrolls  and  rakes  have  been 
used.  Next  time  we'll  look  at  some  of 
these. 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPER  STRENGTH 

7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
GfENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

quality  product  in  terms  of  clarity  and 
palatability  but  does  not  separate  the 
sugars  from  the  ash  and  organic  non- 
sugars.  Some  success  has  been  reported 
with  modified  membranes  which  selec- 
tively allow  passage  of  ionic  materials 
(ash)  and  with  electrodialysis  systems. 
Electrodialysis  involves  the  selective 
removal  of  ions  through  a  membrane 
under  the  influence  of  an  electric  field. 
Pilot  scale  tests  of  this  technique  have 
been  run  in  Japan  and  Indonesia  with 
the  intention  of  improving  molasses  ex- 
haustion and  fermentability,  rather 
than  as  a  direct  means  for  sucrose 
recovery. 

Chromatographic  separation  in- 
volves the  passage  of  a  fluid  containing 
a  mixture  of  components  through  a  sta- 
tionary bed  (column)  of  solid  material 
resulting  in  the  components  of  the  mix- 
ture emerging  from  the  column  at  dif- 
ferent times.  The  order  in  which  the 
components  emerge  (elute)  is  deter- 
mined mainly  by  the  type  of  column 
material  and  the  eluting  liquid. 
Chromatographic  processes  for  sucrose 
recovery  from  molasses  fall  into  three 
groups;  simple  adsorption,  ion  exchange 
and  ion  exclusion.  A  typical  adsorption 
system  would  involve  carbon  columns 
and  elution  with  increasing  concentra- 
tions of  alcohol.  This  is  not  possible  on 
a  commercial  scale. 

In  ion  exchange  systems  for  recovery 
of  sucrose  from  molasses  separate  col- 
umns of  ion  exchange  resin  replace  the 
positively  and  negatively  charged  ions 
in  molasses  with  hydrogen  and  hydroxyl 
ions  respectively,  that  is,  replacement  of 
ash  with  water.  Much  of  the  organic 
non-sugars  is  also  electrically  charged 
and  removed  by  the  resin.  This  is,  in 
theory,  an  ideal  system  but  it  is  com- 
pletely uneconomical  due  to  the  quanti- 
ty of  resin  required  and  the  costs  of 


(Continued  from  page.  12) 

regeneration  of  the  resin  after  each 
cycle. 

Ion  exclusion  does  not  have  these 
problems  since  the  components  of  the 
mixture  to  be  separated  do  not  become 
attached  to  the  resin  but  simply  pass 
through  the  column  at  different  rates. 
The  process  is  called  ion  exclusion  since 
ionic  materials  are  not  held  back  in  the 
column  and  are  eluted  first.  Water  is  the 
solvent  used  for  elution  and  the  column 
is  reused  without  regeneration.  Separa- 
tion of  sugars  and  non-sugars  are 
readily  achieved  and,  with  the  right  con- 
ditions, separation  of  sugars  themselves, 
for  example  sucrose  from  invert  and 
glucose  from  fructose. 

Much  work  has  been  done  on  the  ion 
exclusion  separation  of  beet  molasses 
and  this  technology  is  becoming  com- 
mercially significant.  The  major  reasons 
for  its  development  in  the  beet  industry 
are  the  greater  technical  sophistication 
of  that  industry  and  the  characteristics 
of  beet  molasses  as  compared  to  cane 
molasses.  The  feed  to  the  chromato- 
graphic system  must  be  very  clean  and 
free  of  solid  and  colloidal  material  and 
polysaccharides,  etc.  An  economical 
method  for  pre-treatment  of  cane 
molasses  remains  to  be  developed.  At 
the  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  we  have 
recently  acquired,  from  Applexion,  SA 
a  French  company,  a  completely 
automated  pilot  scale  continuous  ion  ex- 
clusion system.  Also,  a  research  pro- 
posal by  Michael  Saska  and  myself  to 
the  8G  program  has  been  recommended 
for  funding  to  further  develop  this 
technology  for  application  in  the  sugar- 
cane industry.  We  wish  to  thank  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  for  its 
support  in  this  process.  The  research  ef- 
fort will  concentrate  initially  on  develop- 
ing a  good  cleanup  procedure  for  cane 
(Continued  on  page  30) 
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are  used  for  several  reasons:  1)  the 
nutrient  status  can  be  controlled  to 
enhance  the  probability  that  varieties 
will  tassel;  2)  watering  can  be  controlled; 
and  3)  pots  can  be  treated  on  an  in- 
dividual basis  and  moved  for  application 
of  the  various  photoperiod  treatments 
that  are  used  to  manipulate  the  time  of 
flowering.  Varieties  that  flower  late 
(January)  or  not  at  all  may  be  induced 
to  flower  with  photoperiod  treatments. 
Early  flowering  varieties  (late 
November  and  early  December)  are 
treated  with  supplementary  light  to 
delay  flowering.  In  early  September, 
pots  are  stripped  of  lower  leaves  and  late 
tillers  are  removed.  Airlaying  of  up  to 
4  stalks/pot  is  done  starting  the  last 
week  of  September. 

Photoperiod  induction  treatments 
are  started  July  15  on  basic  breeding 
lines  (Saccharum  officinarum,  S. 
robustum  and  S.  Sinense)  and  on  August 
15  for  Louisiana,  Florida,  and  Texas 
commercial  types  (3).  The  delay 
treatments  are  started  on  September  13 
(when  the  natural  day  length  is  12  hours 
and  30  minutes).  The  delay  treatment  is 
simply  an  extension  of  that  12  hour  and 
30  minute  day  length  for  either  2  or  4 
weeks  (2).  As  a  result  of  building  the 
new  crossing  house,  we  were  short  one 
row  of  lights  used  for  the  delay  treat- 
ment so  we  tried  a  leaf  trimming  tech- 
nique used  at  other  breeding  stations. 
The  treatment  was  partially  successful 
in  delaying  tassel  emergence; but  addi- 
tional work  is  needed  to  learn  how  it  can 
best  be  used  under  our  conditions. 

Tassels  that  are  to  be  used  as 
females  in  crosses  are  left  outside  where 
male  sterility  is  induced  by  low  night 
temperatures.  Clones  to  be  used  as  male 
parents  are  maintained  either  on  the 


railcart  system  of  the  breeding 
greenhouse  or  on  the  photoperiod  carts 
which  are  both  moved  inside  every  night 
to  protect  them  from  low  temperatures. 
After  anthesis  has  started  in  the  tassels, 
stalks  are  cut  just  below  the  marcott, 
leaves  are  trimed  off,  and  canes  are  car- 
ried into  the  crossing  house  where  they 
are  grouped  by  variety  and  inventoried. 
The  list  is  then  compared  with  the 
recommended  list  of  crosses  to  see  which 
cross  combinations  can  be  made  that 
day.  Whether  a  specific  cross  is  made  on 
a  given  day  depends  upon  several  fac- 
tors: 1)  if  the  cross  has  been  made 
previously  and  if  so,  how  many  female 
tassels  were  in  the  cross;  2)  flowering 
status  of  the  clones  involved  (whether 
they  are  just  starting  or  just  finishing 
flowering);  3)  the  priority  assigned  by 
the  breeders  to  a  specific  cross  and  the 
possible  use  of  the  tassels  in  higher 
priority  crosses;  and  4)  will  there  be  an 
abundance  of  tassels  of  both  parents? 

Up  to  12  tassels  of  a  single  clone  that 
is  used  as  a  male  parent  are  hung  within 
a  cubicle  for  biparental  crosses.  Tassels 
of  more  than  one  female  clone  are  usual- 
ly hung  in  each  cubicle.  The  supporting 
bars  are  bumped  daily  at  8  A.M.  to 
dislodge  the  pollen  that  subsequently 
falls  down  and  lands  on  the  stigmas  of 
the  female  plant.  The  pollen  germinates 
and  completes  the  fertilization  process. 
After  pollination  is  completed  (usually 
in  12-15  days),  the  female  tassels  are 
taken  down,  grouped  together  by  cross 
and  moved  into  a  seed  ripening  area. 
The  male  tassels  are  discarded  at  this 
point.  Between  18  and  20  days  after  a 
cross  is  set  up,  a  paper  bag  is  slipped 
over  the  group  of  female  tassels  and  tied 
at  the  bottom.  Seed  bearing  tassels  are 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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harvested  from  30-35  days  after  the 
cross  is  set  up.  The  tassels  are  dried  for 
48  hours  at  100°  F  and  then  all  of  the 
panicles  are  stripped  off  and  transferred 
to  a  small  paper  bag.  A  one  gram  sam- 
ple of  the  fuzz  is  weighed  and  planted. 
The  number  of  seedlings  that  germinate 
per  gram  sample  is  used  to  estimate  the 
total  number  of  seed  produced  per  cross. 
Seed  going  to  Louisiana  and  Texas  are 
treated  to  eradicate  fungal  pathogens  by 
either  soaking  in  10%  sodium 
hypochlorite  for  30  minutes  or  by 
treating  with  technical  grade  methyl 
bromide  for  21/2  hours.  The  soaked  seed 
are  dried  in  a  forced  air-oven  for  48 
hours  at  100°  F  to  insure  that  they  are 
thoroughly  dried  before  shipping. 

Results  and  Discussion 

The  number  of  clones  used  in  crosses 
for  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Texas  for 
each  of  the  past  ten  years  is  presented 
in  Table  1.  Prior  to  the  1983-84  crossing 
season,  crosses  were  not  made  for  Texas 
on  a  continuing  basis.  The  number  of 
clones  used  as  parents  for  Louisiana  has 
varied  from  a  low  of  37  in  the  1986-87 
crossing  season  to  a  high  of  91  in  the 
1988-89  crossing  season.  When  fewer 
clones  are  recommended  as  parents  it 
becomes  much  more  difficult  to  produce 
adequate  numbers  of  seed  due  to  prob- 
lems of  synchronization  of  flowering. 
The  number  of  parental  clones  used  in 
crosses  for  Florida  has  averaged 
somewhat  higher  that  for  Louisiana  ex- 
cept for  last  year.  This  may  not  reflect 
a  true  picture  because  the  Florida  list 
also  includes  some  of  the  material  used 
by  Dr.  Peter  Tai  in  making  basic  crosses. 

The  source  and  type  of  tassel 
maintenance  is  presented  in  Table  2. 
The  ten  year  average  for  the  number  of 


female  tassels  used  in  crosses  was  3033. 
Air-layered  tassels  comprised  54.3%  of 
the  total  from  all  sources.  Because  of 
physical  space  limitation  only  about  4 
air4ayers  can  be  applied  per  pot  so  the 
remaining  stalks  are  preserved  in  the 
"Hawaiian  weak  acid  solution"  (6).  Air- 
layers  are  rarely  applied  in  the  field 
because  of  problems  with  maintenance 
when  they  have  to  be  watered. 

Most  of  the  female  tassels  (67.2%) 
used  in  our  breeding  program  come  from 
the  can  area.  On  the  average,  another 
310  or  10.2%  per  year  are  obtained  from 
the  photoperiod  induction  treatments. 
The  number  of  tassels  that  are  obtained 
from  field  plots  varies  considerably  from 
year  to  year  depending  upon  the  types 
of  special  projects  being  conducted  and 
the  extent  of  natural  flowering. 

Average  seed  set  per  tassel  varied 
from  a  low  of  145  in  the  1981-82  cross- 
ing season  to  a  high  of  670  in  the 
1986-87  season,  (Table  3).  Last  year's 
seed  set  per  tassel  of  539  was  the  second 
best  for  the  past  10  years.  Seed  set 
varied  from  a  low  of  149  in  the  1975-76 
crossing  season  to  a  maximum  of  894  in 
1977-78  crossing  season  (7).  The  record 
seed  set  per  tassel  of  908  per  tassel  was 
obtained  by  Dunckelman  (1)  in  the 
1958-59  crossing  season.  Seed  set  is  still 
conditioned  strongly  by  prevailing 
weather  conditions  in  spite  of  the  use  of 
the  railcarts  and  induction  facilities  to 
protect  tassels.  The  average  seed  set  on 
acid  maintained  tassels  over  the  10  year 
period  was  only  46.6%  of  that  obtained 
from  tassels  maintained  on  air-layers. 
Over  the  10  year  period  the  average 
number  of  female  tassels  used  in  crosses 
for  Louisiana  was  1602,  for  Florida  it 
was  1418  and  the  average  for  the  past 
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6  years  for  Texas  was  157,  (Table  4).  The 
average  amount  of  true  seed  produced 
for  Louisiana  was  413,530  and  for 
Florida  it  was  484,712.  There  was  in 
general  higher  seed  set  on  Florida 
crosses  than  Louisiana  crosses.  The  seed 
set  on  Louisiana  crosses  averaged  only 
75.5%  of  that  of  Florida  crosses  made 
under  similar  conditions. 

In  the  past,  the  criterion  of  whether 
a  cross  was  successful  was  the  produc- 
tion of  at  least  1000  seedlings.  If  this 
criteria  is  used  we  averaged  117  and  114 
successful  crosses  for  Louisiana  and 
Florida,  respectively.  However,  in  recent 
years,  more  emphasis  has  been  given  to 
growing  small  populations  of  seedlings 
as  test  crosses  and  then  planting  large 
populations  of  the  best  crosses.  If  this  re- 
cent philosophy  is  followed,  one  could 
argue  that  a  cross  that  produced  500 
seedlings  could  be  considered  as  suc- 
cessful. Under  this  later  criteria  an 
average  of  174  and  170  successful 
crosses  were  obtained  for  Louisiana  and 
Florida,  respectively.  Of  course,  the  true 
value  of  any  cross  is  determined  by  the 
number  and  quality  of  selections 
obtained. 

In  summary,  seed  population  at 
Canal  Point  still  depends  to  a  large  ex- 
tent on  the  weather.  Through  the  use  of 
the  photoperiod  induction  and  delay 
facilities  and  the  crossing  house  to  main- 
tain male  fertility  we  have  been  able  to 
produce  adequate  true  seed  so  that  ARS 
sugarcane  breeding  programs  were  not 
restricted  by  lack  of  true  seed. 
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Table  1.  Number  of  Varieties  used  in  crosses  for  each  of  three  locations  during 
the  past  10  crossing  seasons. 


Crossing  season 


Location 

LA 

FL 

TX 

91 

95 

44 

47 

87 

33 

37 

77 

1 

39 

68 

23 

69 

95 

13 

40 

90 

23 

48 

96 

0 

47 

96 

0 

40 

72 

0 

50 

54 

0 

1988-89 
1987-88 
1986-87 
1985-86 
1984-85 
1983-84 
1982-83 
1981-82 
1980-81 
1979-80 
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Pictures  of  the 
exterior  and  interior 
of  the  new  crossing 
facilities  at  the  USDA 
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Station  in  Canal 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

(Continued  from  page  20) 

molasses.  The  purified  sucrose  from  the 
ion  exclusion  system  could  be  crystal- 
lized or  used  as  a  liquid  sugar. 

It  is  probable  that  such  technology 
can  be  developed.  However,  even  at  this 
stage  there  are  many  questions  about  its 
economic  feasibility.  A  major  problem  is 
what  to  do  with  the  large  quantities  of 
low  brix  non-sugars  produced  by  the  pro- 
cess. However,  being  optimistic  one  can 
imagine  a  central  facility  in  Louisiana 
operating  all  year  round  to  process 
molasses  from  local  mills  and  other 
sources. 
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FOR  SALE:  1988  Cameco  2-Row  Harvester.  JD  engine, 
factory  cab  &  air,  791  hours  split  system.  Call  (31 8)  364-8903 
(day)  or  (318)  365-5036  (night). 

FOR  SALE:  IH  3688  Hi-clearance,  $17,500.  IH  706,  $3,750; 
IH  1086  Low-clearance,  $8,000;  1066,  $5,750;  1466,  $4,500; 
684,  $6,000;  JD  4230,  $7,250;  JD  2030,  $5,750;  JD  3-Row 
Choppers  (2),  $4,500  each;  1630  Disk  16',  $4,000;  Amco  6-row 
hipper,  $800;  1  chisel  plow  14',  $1,000;  V-ripper  7  shank, 
$1 ,000;  2  Tandum  Axle  Cane  Carts,  $9,000.  Will  take  trade. 
Call  Dugas  Farms  (318)  845-4774. 

FOR  SALE:  Ramy  Transloader  in  good  running  condition, 
$6,000.  (504)  545-8359. 

FOR  SALE:  1977  Broussard  SP1000  Loader;  1986  Broussard 
SP2304  Loader;  1976  Broussard  100  1-Row  Harvester;  1985 
Broussard  223  2-Row  Harvester.  Call  Broussard  at  (318) 
845-5080. 
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TESTIMONY  OF  JACKIE  THERIOT 

(Continued  from  page  15) 


primarily  attributable  to  this  increased 
productivity  rather  than  increases  in 
acreage  planted  to  cane. 

Support  data  on  production  costs  are 
based  on  data  from  the  Louisiana  State 
University  Agricultural  Economics  and 
Agribusiness  Department  and  data  from 
the  Farm  Credit  System.  These 
documented  production  costs  have  in- 
creased by  23.7  percent  in  real  dollars 
during  the  period  1986  through  1989. 
During  this  same  time,  the  loan  rate  for 
raw  sugar  has  remained  constant  as 
directed  by  the  1985  Farm-  Bill  which 
means  a  decline  in  the  loan  rate  of  18 
percent  in  real  dollars.  This  disparity 
continues  to  increase  and  ONLY  in- 
creased productivity  and  favorable 
weather  has  allowed  this  industry  to 
survive  to  this  date. 

In  December  of  1989  the  state  of 
Louisiana  experienced  a  record  break- 
ing freeze  which  destroyed  a  very 
significant  percentage  of  our  sugarcane 
which  was  to  be  harvested  in  the  fall  of 

1990.  Although  it  is  still  too  early  to 
determine  the  actual  damage  which 
resulted  from  that  freeze,  current 
estimates  indicate  that  between  40  and 
60  percent  of  our  1990  crop  was 
destroyed.  Because  sugarcane  is  not 
grown  from  seed  as  are  other  crops,  but 
from  planted  stalks  of  cane,  the  destruc- 
tion of  that  cane  due  to  the  December 
freeze  will  greatly  increase  our  cost  of 
operation  not  only  in  1990,  but  also  in 
1991  and  probably  in  1992. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  federal 
minimum  wage  was  increased  from 
$3.35  per  hour  to  $3.80  per  hour  effec- 
tive April  1  of  this  year  and  will  further 
increase  to  $4.25  per  hour  on  April  1  of 

1991.  Although  most  Louisiana  sugar- 
cane field  workers  and  sugar  factory 


workers  are  paid  wages  in  excess  of  the 
minimum,  in  all  probability  the  in- 
creases in  the  minimum  wage  will 
result  in  an  increase  in  the  wages  of 
employees  who  are  presently  paid  more 
than  the  minimum. 

In  addition,  the  distinct  possibility 
exists  that  the  price  of  oil  will  substan- 
tially increase  during  the  duration  of 
the  1990  Farm  Bill.  If  such  an  increase 
occurs,  the  price  of  the  fuel  we  must  pur- 
chase for  our  equipment  and  machinery 
and  the  price  of  the  chemicals  and  fer- 
tilizer to  be  applied  to  our  crops  will  also 
increase  substantially. 

Mr.  Chairman,  to  reiterate,  we  an- 
ticipate that  our  costs  of  production  will 
increase  significantly  during  the  dura- 
tion of  the  1990  Farm  Bill.  Unless  the 
bill  provides  us  with  cost  of  production 
increases  we  will  have  no  way  of  recoup- 
ing those  increased  costs.  That  inabili- 
ty will  certainly  reduce  our  margin  of 
profit  and  will  further  hinder  us  in  our 
efforts  to  compete  with  heavily  subsi- 
dized foreign  produced  sugar.  We 
therefore  strongly  urge  that  a  cost  of 
production  increase  be  included  in  the 
bill. 

Again,  I  appreciate  the  opportunity 
of  testifying  before  you  today  and  will 
be  happy  to  attempt  to  answer  any  ques- 
tions you  may  have. 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 
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ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70514 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK 

IN  DONALDSONVILLE 

P.O.  BOX  108         Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  Suite  700 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 


NATIONAL  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

RAYNE  STATE  BANK 

AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  99 

Duson,  LA.  70529 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 
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Forward  to  reverse: 
No  brake,  no  clutch,  no  kidding. 

It's  true.  New  Case  International  MAXXUM  tractors 
feature  a  shuttle  shift  to  take  you  from  forward  to 
reverse  without  clutching.  Reverse  speeds  are  20 
percent  faster  than  forward,  perfect  for  loader  work. 
And  the  shuttle  shift  is  standard  on  all  MAXXUM 
tractors. 

The  shuttle  shift  is  just  one  of  many  reasons  to  own  a 
MAXXUM  tractor.  Others  include:  choice  of  fully 
synchronized  or  powershift  transmissions,  with  16 
forward  and  12  reverse  speeds,  an  eight-speed  creeper 
option,  choice  of  cab,  custom  canopy  or  foldable  ROPS, 
and  three  horsepower  selections,  77,  86  and  94  PTO 
(57,  64  and  70kW). 

And  all  three  models  are  backed  by  the  best  warranty* 
in  the  business  five  years  or  5,000  hours,  whichever 
occurs  first.  Come  in  to  see  the  MAXXUM  line  of 
tractors  today. 

*  Excluding  tires  which  are  covered  by  their  own  manufacturer' 
warranties.  A  $200  deductible  applies  to  each  repair  after  the  first 
year.  *JI  Case  Company  1989 


Switzer  Sales  and  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)  276-6384 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Lanier  Int's.  Inc. 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 

Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)473-7927 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 

The  following  Guest  Editorial  is  written  by  Richard  Folse,  County  Executive 
Director  of  the  Lafourche  Parish  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultural  and  Stabilization 
Service. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  ACREAGE  CERTIFICATION 

By  Richard  J.  Folse,  County  Executive  Director 
Agricultural  Stabilization  Conservation  Service 


Certification  is  the  method  by  which 
a  farm  operator  or  landowner  reports  his 
crops  on  a  field-by-field  basis.  This  is 
done  by  the  use  of  aerial  photographs  of 
one's  particular  farm.  The  ASCS  office 
furnishes  either  the  farm  operator  or 
landowner  a  photo-copy  of  his/her  farm. 
After  planting  or  in  late  spring  acreage 
reports  are  requested  from  the  farm 
operator  or  landowner.  Certification 
usually  takes  from  one  to  two  hours 
depending  on  the  size  of  the  farm  and  it 
is  done  at  your  local  Agricultural 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service 
or  ASCS  office. 

Sugarcane  certification  has  been 
voluntary  from  1975  through  1986.  If 
you  are  shipping  sugarcane  to  a  mill 
that  is  not  participating  in  the  Price 
Support  Sugar  Loan  then  certification  is 
still  voluntary,  but  a  very  important  job 
to  do  every  year.  The  regulations  state 
"that  for  sugar  to  be  eligible  for  loan  the 
sugarcane  representing  that  sugar  must 
be  certified  on  an  ASCS-578,  and  an 
AD-1026  and  AD-1026A  must  have  been 
completed  and  on  file  by  both  the  farm 
operator  and  landowner  if  it  is  leased  on 
a  share  basis." 

Certification  is  important  to  both 
the  farm  operator  and  landowner 
because  the  farm  has  an  official  report 
on  file  and  a  history  of  this  land  is  main- 


tained. The  records  are  kept  for  five 
years  and  are  available  to  both  farm 
operator  and  landowner  at  their  request. 
This  information  is  used  to  determine 
parish  and  individual  yields  for  program 
purposes  if  applicable  as  well  as  for  high 
yield  contests.  The  yields  are  used  by  the 
financial  institutions  when  making 
loans  from  private  financial  institutions 
as  well  as  Governmental  Agencies.  In 
the  event  of  an  emergency  program, 
acreage  reports  are  needed.  The  sugar 
mills  usually  check  with  ASCS  after  cer- 
tification to  see  how  many  acres  their 
growers  have  reported  so  they  can  plan 
for  harvest  season.  This  information  is 
used  by  several  USDA  agencies  in  mak- 
ing reports  for  the  various  programs 
they  are  administering.  Individual 
yields  cannot  be  released  unless  the 
farm  operator  requests  it  in  writing. 

ASCS,  is  the  agency  on  the  local 
level  that  has  the  responsibility  of  chair- 
ing the  FAC,  County  Emergency  Board 
which  is  composed  of  all  the  USDA 
agencies  in  the  Parish.  When  a  disaster 
strikes,  the  board  members  make 
damage  assessments  of  the  crops  af- 
fected in  the  Parish  and  meet  to  compile 
a  Damage  Assessment  Report  and  re- 
quest assistance  if  needed.  If  acreage 
reports  were  not  available  this  would 

(Continued  on  page  5) 
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not  be  possible.  The  information  is  for- 
warded to  the  State  Emergency  Board 
and  they  meet  and  compiled  the  infor- 
mation from  all  of  the  affected  Parishes 
and  then  they  make  a  formal  request  to 
the  Governor  if  Federal  Disaster 
Assistance  is  needed.  The  Governor  can 
request  that  the  State,  Area,  or  Region 
be  declared  a  Secretarial  or  a  Presiden- 
tial Disaster  Area  depending  on  the 
amount  of  damage  and  severity. 

Acreage  certification  is  important  in 
the  event  of  marketing  quotas,  acreage 
restrictions  or  proportionate  shares 
because  ASCS  is  the  agency  that  would 
be  administering  these  types  of  pro- 
grams. If  you  are  one  who  has  been 
regularly  reporting  your  acreage,  this 


agency  will  have  a  history  of  your  farm 
operation  and  can  tell  you  how  many 
acres  and  on  what  tracts  you  reported 
in  the  past. 

If  you  request  any  type  of  disaster 
assistance,  you  will  be  required  to  give 
a  current  acreage  report.  If  you  have 
been  reporting,  a  yield  will  be  estab- 
lished for  you  and  you  will  not  have  to 
prove  a  yield  or  have  one  assigned  based 
on  similar  farms. 

Certification  is  just  another  impor- 
tant job  that  you  should  do  after  you  lay- 
by your  crop,  and  this  will  assure  you 
that  there  is  an  official  record.  Now  is 
the  time  to  visit  your  local  ASCS  office 
and  report  your  acreage. 


A.  A.  HARMON  &  CO. 

(A  Corporation  of  Certified  Public  Accountants) 

Professionals  in  Planning  for: 

Cash  Flow  Accounting  Taxes 

Retirement  Computerization  Estates 

311  Baronne  Street,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

Call  collect  —  Glenn  V.  Weick  or  David  M.  Bassemier 

(504)  586-0581 
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Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

and 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Washington,  D.C. 

and 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  Louisiana 


Notice  of  Release  of  Sugarcane  Variety  LCP  82-89 


The  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station  of  the  Louisiana  State 
University  Agricultural  Center,  the 
Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the 
United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  work- 
ing cooperatively  to  improve  sugarcane 
varieties,  have  jointly  developed  and 
hereby  announce  the  release  of  a  new 
variety,  LCP  82-89,  for  commercial 
planting  in  the  fall  of  1990. 

LCP  82-89  is  a  product  of  the  cross 
CP  52-68  X  CP  72-370.  LCP  82-89  is  a 
high  yielding,  good  stubbling  variety 
that  produces  a  high  population  of 
medium  size  stalks.  Data  from  77 
mechanically  harvested  outfield  trials 
on  both  silt  loam  and  clay  soils  indicate 
that  LCP  82-89  is  superior  to  CP  70-321 
in  yield  of  sugar  and  cane  per  acre  in 
plant  and  stubble  crops.  LCP  82-89  is 
similar  to  CP  70-321  in  sugar  per  ton 
and  maturity,  with  a  fiber  content  and 
normal  juice  extraction  intermediate 
between  CP  70-321  and  CP  65-357.  The 
variety  has  been  assigned  a  mill  factor 
of  1.021.  With  harvesting  characteristics 
similar  to  CP  65-357  and  CP  74-383, 
LCP  82-89  is  well  suited  to  mechanical 
harvesting. 

The  variety  is  moderately  suscepti- 
ble to  the  spread  of  sugarcane  mosaic 


virus  in  the  field.  The  effect  of  ratoon 
stunting  disease  on  LCP  82-89  is 
unknown  at  this  time.  LCP  82-89  is  con- 
sidered resistant  to  smut  (caused  by 
Ustilago  scitaminea  Syd.)  and  appears 
resistant  to  rust  (caused  by  Puccinia 
melanocephala  H  &  P  Syd.)  under  Lou- 
isiana field  conditions.  LCP  82-89  is 
resistant  to  the  sugarcane  borer 
[Diatraea  saccharalis  (F.)].  Preliminary 
data  suggest  LCP  82-89  may  be  suscep- 
tible to  injury  by  some  herbicides. 

Seed  cane  will  be  distributed  by  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  Inquiries 
concerning  seed  cane  should  be  directed 
to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League, 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301. 
The  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  and  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  do  not  have  seed  cane 
available  for  distribution. 

Each  agency  will  make  such  news 
release  as  considered  appropriate. 

K.  W.  Tipton 

Director,  Louisiana  Agricultural 

Experiment  Station 

R.  D.  Plowman 

Administrator 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

William  S.  Patout,  III 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane 

League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
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OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE 

USA,  INC. 

THURSDAY,  JULY  12,  1990 

1:30  P.M. 

RIENZI  ROOM 

HOWARD  JOHNSON  LODGE 

201  N.  CANAL  BLVD. 
THIBODAUX,  LOUISIANA 


-  NEW- 
FORD  COUNTY  SUGAR  CANE  TRACTOR 


120  Horse  Power 
35"  Crop  Clearance 

Power  &  Clearance 

For  All  Jobs 
9600  lbs.  Lift  Cap. 


Call  For  Demo: 

M  &  L  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


Houma 
(504)  876-2280 
1-800-969-0068 


Broussard 
(318)  837-2763 
1-800-960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 
(504)  355-7716 
1-800-960-0069 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

CONTACT  COMMITTEE  -  LCP  82-89  -  FIELD  DAYS 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  League's 
Contact  Committee  will  be  held  on 
Thursday,  July  12,  1990  at  1:30  p.m.  in 
the  Rienzi  Room  of  the  Howard  Johnson 
Lodge  (formerly  the  Sheraton  Inn)  in 
Thibodaux.  The  major  theme  of  the  Con- 
tact Committee  will  be  discussion  of  the 
research  conducted  through  the  finances 
granted  by  the  special  dues  collected 
from  you.  This  money,  now  called  the 
Dedicated  Research  Funds,  was  first 
received  in  1987  and  each  year  since  has 
been  collected  and  used  to  fund  various 
research  projects  selected  by  a  special 
committee. 

The  1990  Contact  Committee  will 
have  the  following  subjects  discussed 
with  these  speakers: 

LCP  82-89  -  Dr.  Keith  Bischoff 
Variety  Release  Information  — 

Dr.  Charley  Richard 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute  Funding  — 

Mr.  Roddy  Hulett 
ASCL  Dedicated  Research  Funding 

—  Dr.  Daniel  Viator 
Core  Sampling  Standardization  — 

Dr.  Harold  Birkett 
Root  Rot  Studies  —  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy 
Stubble  Longevity  —  Dr.  Ray  Ricaud 
Weed  Control  (Bermuda  grass)  and 

Shaving  —  Dr.  Ed  Richard 
USDA  Milling  Equipment  and 

Polado  Research  — 

Dr.  Ben  Legendre 
Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 

Station-ASCL  Funding  - 

Dr.  Fred  Martin 
Weed  Control  and  USDA-ASCL 

Funding  —  Dr.  Rex  Millhollon 
Washington  Legislative  Update  — 

Mr.  Pete  deGravelles 
Chairman    Dan    Duplantis    has 
prepared  a  very  informative  agenda  for 


you.  This  meeting  is  your  opportunity  to 
hear  from  the  scientists  who  have  been 
funded  with  your  money.  Be  prepared  to 
ask  them  questions  so  that  you  can  get 
a  good  understanding  of  the  research 
that  they  are  performing  for  you  to 
become  a  better  grower.  All  members  of 
the  industry  are  invited  and  encouraged 
to  attend. 


LCP  82-89 

On  May  17,  1990  the  Variety 
Release  Committee  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  chaired  by  Mr. 
Robert  Boudreaux  of  Belle  Rose,  met  to 
discuss  the  possible  release  of  three  can- 
didate varieties  to  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry.  Of  the  three  varieties,  it  was 
decided  by  the  committee  that  LCP 
82-89  should  be  released.  The  commit- 
tee was  composed  of  Mr.  Boudreaux,  Dr. 
Ken  Tipton  representing  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  and 
Dr.  Rex  Millhollon  representing  the 
USDA.  The  three  man  committee  heard 
reports  from  all  scientists  with  available 
information  on  the  three  varieties  and 
voted  unanimously  for  the  release  of 
LCP  82-89.  This  is  the  first  variety  in  a 
number  of  years  to  be  released  from  the 
LSU  portion  of  the  breeding  program. 
As  most  of  you  realize,  the  Louisiana 
variety  program  is  conducted 
cooperatively  between  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the 
League.  This  agreement  works  to 
develop  varieties  specifically  adapted  to 
the  Louisiana  industry. 

The  fine  work  that  Dr.  Fred  Martin 
and  the  staff  of  people  he  has  assembled 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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LIST  OF  STATIONS  WHERE  LCP  82-89  IS  AVAILABLE 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  has  been  directed  by  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to  under- 
take a  fair  and  impartial  distribution  of  the  newly  released  variety  of  cane  known 
as  LCP  82-89. 

It  has  been  grown  with  the  understanding  that  those  growing  it  shall  be  paid 
the  price  of  mill  cane  plus  a  bonus,  and  the  League  is  authorized  by  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to  charge 
a  distribution  fee  of  $1.00  per  ton. 

If  you  wish  to  order  seed  cane  of  this  variety  please  fill  out  the  application 
blank.  NO  OTHER  FORM  OF  APPLICATION  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  AND  IT 
MUST  BE  RECEIVED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE 
LEAGUE,  P.  O.  DRAWER  938,  THIBODAUX,  LA  70302,  NO  LATER  THAN 
FRIDAY  AUGUST  10,  1990. 

The  price  of  the  cane  is  $36.00  per  ton,  cut  and  loaded  on  your  vehicle  at  the 
secondary  station.  The  cane  will  be  cut  with  a  harvester.  There  is  no  guarantee 
expressed  or  implied  that  the  seed  offered  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects  and/or 
weed  seeds. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  delivering  and  handling  of  the  purchase  of  LCP 
82-89,  the  League  is  offering  the  purchaser  three  choices  of  locations  from  which 
to  purchase  the  cane. 

On  August  10,  1990,  all  seed  will  be  allocated  and  there  will  be  no  switching 
of  stations  after  that  date. 

The  secondary  stations  possessing  LCP  82-89  are: 


Parish 


Station 


Operator 


Address 


Ascension 
Assumption 

Iberia 


Iberville 


New  Hope 
Evan  Hall 

Belle  Alliance 
Lula 

Glenwood 
Little  Texas 

Caroline 
Northside  Pltg.  Co. 

Lawrence  Dugas 
Ulysee  Gonsoulin 
Enterprise 
Ronald  Hebert 


James  Thibaut 
Churchill  &  Thibaut 

Churchill  &  Thibaut 
Savoie  Farms 
Thibaut  Farms 
Donald  Peltier 

Herman  Walet 
Jackie,  Clint  and 

Chad  Judice 
Lawrence  Dugas 
Ronald  Gonsoulin 
M.  A.  Patout  &  Son 
Ronald  Hebert 


St.  Louis  St.  Louis  Planting 

Cannonburg  Ross  Campesi,  Jr. 

Frank  Pearce  &  Sons  Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 

(Continued  on  page  10) 


Donaldsonville 
Donaldsonville 

Donaldsonville 
Belle  Rose 
Napoleonville 
Napoleonville 

Loreauville 

New  Iberia 
New  Iberia 
New  Iberia 
Patoutville 
Jeanerette 

Plaquemine 
White  Castle 
Maringouin 
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LIST  OF  STATIONS  WHERE  LCP  82-89  IS  AVAILABLE 

(Continued  from  page  9) 


Parish 


Station 


Operator 


Address 


Lafayette 

Triple  V  Farm 

Dan  &  Wilson  Viator 

Youngsville 

Lafourche 

Leighton 
Raceland 
McLeod 

Godfrey  Knight 
South  Coast  Sugars 
Valentine  Sugars 

Thibodaux 

Raceland 

Lockport 

Point  Coupee 

Alma 

Alma  Pltg.  Co. 

Lakeland 

St.  James 

Graugnard  Farms 
Martin  &  Poche 
Blackberry 

Graugnard  Farms 
Martin  &  Poche 
Blackberry  Farms 

St.  James 

Paulina 

Vacherie 

St.  John 

Glendale 

T.  Lanaux  &  Sons 

Lucy 

St.  Martin 

Comb  Farm 
Levert  St.  John 
B  &  T  Farms,  Inc. 

Jackie  Comb 
Lebert  St.  John 
Dane  Berard 

Breaux  Bridge 
St.  Martinville 
Breaux  Bridge 

St.  Mary 

Frank  Martin  Farms 
Sterling 
Breaux  Bros. 
Northside  Pltg.  Co., 

(Oaklawn) 
Ralph  Longman 
Allain 

Robert  Judice 
Sterling  Sugars 
Hebert  Breaux 
Jackie,  Clint  and 

Chad  Judice 
Ralph  Longman 
A.  V.  Allain  &  Sons 

Franklin 
Franklin 
Franklin 

Franklin 
Baldwin 
Baldwin 

Terrebonne 

Belle  Grove 
Magnolia 

Sylvester  Hebert 
Daniel  Naquin 

Schriever 
Schriever 

Vermillion 

Edward  Zenon  Farm 

Edward  Zenon 

Abbeville 

W.  Baton  Rouge 

Cinclare 

Bob  Robert 

Brusly 

SUGAR  BULLETIN  WANT  ADS 
GET  RESULTS ! ! ! 
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THE  LAST  DAY  ON  WHICH  APPLICATIONS  FOR 

SEED  CANE  OF  LCP  82-89  CAN  BE 

ACCEPTED  IS  AUGUST  10,  1990 

The  cane  will  cost  $36.00  per  ton.  The  League  will  keep  $1.00  per  ton  and  give 
the  rest  to  the  Secondary  Stations.  The  League  will  make  every  effort  to  fill  orders 
at  locations  selected  by  applicants. 

Due  to  the  1989  freeze,  some  locations  may  be  short  on  seed.  It  is  important 
that  you  fill  out  this  form  completely  so  that  we  might  provide  you  with  the  best 
service. 

Tear  Off  Application  Below  and  Mail 

APPLICATION  FOR  LCP  82-89  SEED  CANE 

Date 


TO:    The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
P.  O.  Drawer  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Gentlemen: 

I  hereby  apply  for tons  of  LCP  82-89  seed  cane:  I  agree  to  pay 

when  an  allocation  is  assigned  to  me,  and  I  am  to  be  notified  concerning  this  and 
supplied  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  grower  from  whom  I  am  to  get  the  cane, 
which  I  will  send  for  on  delivery  dates  in  September  or  October  1990.  I  understand 
that  this  cane  will  not  be  trash  free. 

If  for  any  reason  this  order  cannot  be  filled,  it  is  understood  that  my  money  will 
be  refunded  to  me. 

My  7989  total  acreage  in  cane  for  sugar  and  seed  was acres. 

The  locations  I  wish  to  choose  from  are: 

1st  choice  

2nd  choice 

3rd  choice 

This  application  is  made  with  the  full  understanding  on  my  part  that  it  may  not 
be  possible  to  get  as  much  as  I  apply  for,  and  that  there  is  no  guarantee  expressed 
or  implied  that  this  seed  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects  and/or  weed  seeds. 

My  farm  is  between  these  two  towns; and 


PLEASE  PRINT 

Name 

Mailing  Address    

City Zip 

DO  NOT  SEND  MONEY  NOW 

JULY  1,  1990  11 


ROUNDUP 
D-PAK 


FARMERS 


ROUNDUP 

D-PAK 

LRT: 


ROUNDUP 

D-PAK 

THE  CHOICE: 


This  is  a  critical  year  to  insure  that  your 
fallow  land  is  ready  to  plant  —  weed  free 
—  when  you  are. 


Is  The  Answer 

•  Lower  cost  and  more  effective  than 
disking 

•  Complete  weed  control  at  time  of 
planting 

•  50%  stronger  than  regular  Roundup 

•  15  gallon  container 


ROUNDUP  D-PAK  LRT  is  the  answer 

to  your  fallow  land  problems 

and  it  saves  you  $30/acre. 


Ask  your  chemical  supplier 
by  June  30  for  availability 

(Available  only  in  Louisiana) 


ROUNDUP  D-PAK 

Trademark  ®   Monsanto 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


DISASTER  ASSISTANCE 
MEASURE  SIGNED  INTO  LAW 

As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
SUGAR  BULLETIN,  the  Senate  had  ap- 
proved an  amendment  offered  by 
Senator  Bennett  Johnston  (D-LA)  pro- 
viding $11  million  in  disaster  assistance 
to  Louisiana  sugarcane  producers  af- 
fected by  last  December's  freeze.  The 
amendment  was  adopted  as  part  of  the 
Dire  Emergency  Supplemental  Appro- 
priations bill.  There  was  no  similar 
language  in  the  House  version  of  the 
bill,  but  Senator  Johnston  was  able  to 
get  the  conference  committee  to  agree  to 
the  Senate  language.  Subsequently,  the 
conference  report  was  passed  by  the 
House  and  Senate  and  was  signed  into 
law  by  President  Bush  on  May  30. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  will 
now  have  to  develop  procedures  for  pro- 
viding disaster  assistance  to  those  who 
qualify. 


HOUSE  AGRICULTURE 

COMMITTEE  COMPLETES 

ACTION  ON  MAJOR  PORTIONS 

OF  1990  FARM  BILL 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
completed  action  prior  to  adjourning  for 
the  Memorial  Day  recess  on  all  but  two 
sections  of  the  1990  farm  bill  following 
nearly  four  weeks  of  drafting  sessions. 
At  press  time,  the  Committee  is  ex- 
pected to  complete  its  work  on  the  con- 
servation title  and  portions  of  the 
research  title  relating  to  environmental 
concerns  June  12  and  report  a  bill  out 
of  Committee  for  consideration  by  the 
full  House.  The  Committee  tentatively 
approved  the  following  sugar  program 
provisions: 

(1)  Reauthorization  Extend  pro- 
gram for  5  years  and  maintain 
no-cost  to  government 
requirement. 

(2)  Loan  Rate  —  Maintain  cur- 


rent 18-cent  loan  rate,  with 
discretionary  authority  to  in- 
crease loan  rate  based  on  cost 
of  production  and  other  factors. 
Term  of  loans  is  extended  for 
6  to  9  months. 

(3)  Inventory  Management   — 

Provide  for  triggered  man- 
datory domestic  marketing 
controls  for  cane  and  beet 
sugar  if  USDA  projects  im- 
ports will  fall  below  1.25 
million  short  tons.  Also  sets  a 
200,000  ton  sugar-equivalent 
limit  on  marketings  for 
crystalline  fructose. 

(4)  Re-export      Program      — 

Establish  a  new  re-export  pro- 
gram financed  by  up  to  a 
$0.0033  cent  assessment  on 
domestically-produced  sugar 
and  fructose  to  purchase  addi- 
tional sugar  (between 
100,000-500,000  short  tons) 
from  Caribbean  Basin  In- 
itiative and  other  low-income 
countries  at  7  cents  above  the 
world  price  or  the  difference 
between  the  world  price  and 
the  U.S.  loan  rate,  whichever 
is  lower.  The  program  is  trig- 
gered when  sugar  import  are 
estimated  to  fall  below  1.7 
million  short  tons.  The  sugar 
must  be  refined  and 
re-exported. 

(5)  Disaster  Payments  —  Pro- 
vide disaster  payments  to 
sugar  cane  producers  whose 
1990  crop  was  severely  dam- 
aged by  the  1989  freeze;  and 
provide  for  recalculation  of 
1989  crop  disaster  payments 
for  sugar  cane  based  on  the 
amount  of  sugar  that  could  ac- 
tually be  recovered  from  the 
sugar  cane. 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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More  on  Mechanical  Planters 

by  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  Agronomist 
and  Windell  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 


During  the  1970's  and  1980*8,  the 
use  of  mechanical  cane  planters  became 
increasingly  popular  among  Louisiana 
growers.  The  need  for  a  more  efficient 
planter  coupled  with  a  shortage  of  farm 
labor  due  to  the  oil  boom,  lead  to  the 
refinement  and  increased  usage  of  these 
machines.  As  with  most  other  sugarcane 
machinery,  the  improvements  that 
evolved  came  as  a  result  of  trial  and  er- 
ror. The  main  areas  of  concentration 
have  been  on  variations  in  the  discharge 
system  (different  rake  designs  and 
variations  in  the  carrier  that  the  rakes 
are  mounted  on)  and  the  metering 
system  used  to  sense  the  amount  of  cane 
being  pushed  to  the  back  of  the  wagon. 

The  earlier  Julien  planters  were 
separate  units  from  the  loaded  cane 
wagons  and  were  tractor  mounted.  The 
planter  head  used  on  these  machines 
utilized  a  set  of  chains  with  fingers  or 
rakes  mounted  on  them  which  could  be 
moved  across  the  cane  load  to  pull  cane 
into  the  planting  furrow.  As  im- 
provements were  made  to  this  system, 
the  planter  head  and  an  operator  plat- 
form were  mounted  onto  the  back  of 
wagons  so  that  the  planter  and  cane 
wagon  became  one  planting  unit.  As  ad- 
ditional changes  were  made,  wheels  or 
single  chains  with  rakes  mounted  on 
them  replaced  the  earlier  models.  These 
changes  then  evolved  into  the  drum  and 
slat  planters  being  used  today.  By 
eliminating  the  scanning  planter  head 
there  was  one  less  area  the  operator  had 
to  concentrate  on. 

Variations  in  rake  designs  have  in- 
cluded V-shaped,  W-shaped,  slanted  V  or 
"rabbit  ear"  rakes,  and  cam-operated 
fingers.  Opinions  as  to  the  best  type  of 
rake  design  have  varied  among  growers, 
but  generally  the  V  or  W  shapes  have 
been  most  widely  used. 

Although  the  slat-type  planters  have 


been  used  by  some  growers,  the  drum- 
type  planters  have  gained  the  most  ac- 
ceptance to  this  point,  primarily  because 
of  their  ease  of  operation  and  lower 
maintenance. 

Other  planters  aside  from  the  most 
familiar  models  have  been  used  with 
some  success.  Some  two-row  models 
have  been  built,  but  most  units  have 
been  single  row  machines.  Other  units 
have  been  made  larger  to  carry  more 
seed,  and  still  others  have  been  built  to 
plant  out  of  the  front  of  the  wagon. 
Many  of  the  latest  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  metering  system  of  the 
planter.  By  controlling  the  amount  of 
cane  being  supplied  to  the  drum  or  slats, 
some  growers  have  accomplished  a  more 
even  distribution  of  cane  in  the  furrow 
with  fewer  and  smaller  piles  and  fewer 
gaps.  Some  growers  have  refined  their 
machines  to  a  point  that  the  planter 
operator  is  no  longer  needed  on  the  back 
of  the  machine.  In  future  articles  we  will 
look  at  some  of  these  latest  changes. 
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LEGISLATIVE  REPORT 

A  lot  of  activity  has  occurred  in  the 
past  two  weeks  —  not  much  progress  has 
been  made  but  there  has  been  a  lot  of 
action.  The  House  has  a  backlog  of  about 
300  bills  but  the  Senate  is  almost  cur- 
rent with  its  workload. 

It  all  began  with  the  lottery  bill.  The 
votes  were  lined  up,  the  signals  set  for 
those  who  would  only  vote  for  the  bill  if 
it  were  definitely  going  to  pass,  but  a 
last  minute  fly  landed  in  the  ointment. 
Because  there  was  no  money  dedicated 
to  New  Orleans,  three  New  Orleans 
legislators  chose  not  to  vote  or  changed 
their  vote  to  oppose  the  bill.  At  that 
point,  the  fight  was  lost,  and  the  signals 
never  came  for  those  to  put  the  vote  over 
the  top. 

The  action  (or  lack  thereof)  of  the 
black  legislators  so  irritated  the  lottery 
supporters  that  the  next  bill  up, 
authored  by  David  Duke  to  virtually  do 
away  with  affirmative  action,  was 
passed  almost  without  discussion. 
Alliances  thus  began  to  divide  along 
racial  lines,  setting  off  racial  tension 
that  has  not  been  evident  in  the 
Legislature  for  years. 

When  the  Appropriations  bill  came 
up  for  debate,  the  tension  could  have 
been  cut  with  a  knife.  The  blacks  began 
to  try  to  take  out  funds  appropriated  for 
"white"  projects,  and  the  whites  began 
to  attempt  to  remove  funds  allocated  for 
"black"  projects.  By  the  end  of  the  week, 
everyone's  nerves  were  raw.  On  Friday, 
some  legislators  began  to  work  to  mend 
broken  fences  while  Gov.  Roemer  spent 
most  of  the  day  in  the  Speaker's  office 
doing  what  he  could  to  help  smooth 
things  over.  After  the  weekend  break, 
things  were  noticeably  calmer,  the  Ap- 


propriations budget  passed  out  of  the 
House  and,  while  the  undercurrent  of 
tension  remains,  activity  has  resumed 
a  semblance  of  normalcy. 

There  is  very  little  consensus, 
however,  about  what  the  outcome  will 
be  in  regards  to  taxes.  At  this  point,  it 
is  uncertain  whether  any  more  (or 
enough)  tax  measures  will  pass  out  of 
House  Ways  and  Means  (where  all  tax 
measures  must  originate),  much  less 
receive  the  necessary  two-thirds  vote  re- 
quired to  pass  them  on  the  House  floor. 
Without  the  taxes,  the  budget  will  face 
significant  cuts.  Because  of  the  mood  of 
the  House,  the  possibility  of  a  Special 
Session  is  beginning  to  loom. 

The  abortion  issue  was  for  most  part 
the  focal  point  at  the  Legislature  this 
week,  with  the  halls  so  packed  with  sup- 
porters on  either  side  that  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  even  move.  To  the  surprise  of 
observers,  both  House  and  Senate  com- 
mittees passed  out  bills  without  the  ex- 
ceptions of  rape  and  incest.  The  Gover- 
nor has  said  he  will  veto  any  bill  that 
does  not  include  the  exceptions  because 
he  does  not  feel  it  will  pass  constitu- 
tional muster.  It  is  expected  that  the 
issue  will  come  up  on  the  House  floor  on 
Wednesday. 

A  lottery  bill  is  likely  to  be  put  forth 
for  a  vote  in  the  next  week  or  so,  if  the 
supporters  can  garner  enough  votes. 

The  education  superboard  which,  in 
its  current  form,  gives  more  power  over 
selection  to  the  Legislature,  came  out  of 
Senate  committee  but  faces  an  uphill 
fight. 

Roemer's  plan  to  transfer  manage- 
ment of  the  state's  charity  hospital 
system  to  a  powerful  13-member,  quasi- 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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Audubon  Sugar  Institute 
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In  trying  to  decide  on  the  topic  for 
this  month  several  subjects  came  to 
mind,  none  of  which  really  justify  an 
article  to  themselves  but  are  still  worthy 
of  comment.  I  have  chosen  three  com- 
pletely unrelated  matters  and  therefore 
the  title. 

What  is  to  be  done  with  a  working 
but  obsolete  or  now  undersized  piece  of 
equipment?  Can  it  be  modified  for  use 
in  a  situation  for  it  was  never  intended? 
Since  I  have  been  in  Louisiana  I  can 
remember  one  major  molasses  loss  due 
to  thermal  decomposition  and  the  cause 
of  this  is  almost  always  storage  at  too 
high  a  brix  and  at  too  high  temperature. 
High  brix  is  desirable  for  keeping  quali- 
ty but  cooling  of  the  viscous  molasses 
from  the  centrifugals  to  a  safe 
temperature  cannot  be  easily  achieved 
with  conventional  heat  exchangers.  A 
practical  solution  has  been  found  by  con- 
verting an  old  rotary  vacuum  filter  to  a 
drum  cooler. 

This  system  was  described  at  this 
year's  meeting  of  the  Australian  Socie- 
ty of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists.  The 
screens  on  the  filter  were  replaced  by 
stainless  steel  sheet  which  was  welded 
to  structural  segments  of  the  filter.  Cold 
water  was  passed  beneath  the  sheet 
through  the  piping  for  the  vacuum 
system.  The  hot  molasses  from  the  cen- 
trifugals was  sent  to  the  boot  of  the  filter 
and  picked  up  on  the  drum  as  it  rotated. 
The  thickness  of  the  molasses  film  was 
controlled  at  about  2  mm  with  a  doctor 
blade  just  below  the  horizontal  center 
line  on  the  rising  side  of  the  drum.  The 
cooled  molasses  was  removed  on  the 
descending  side  of  the  drum  with  a 
scraper. 


The  initial  work  on  viscosity 
measurements  and  heat  transfer 
characteristics  of  the  system  were  car- 
ried out  at  the  University  of  Queensland 
and  developed  to  factory  scale  by  the 
Mackay  Sugar  Research  Institute  and 
Mourilyan  mill.  A  converted  filter  of 
diameter  eight  feet  and  length  sixteen 
feet,  operating  at  a  rotational  speed  of 
2.6  rpm  and  a  molasses  film  thickness 
of  1.1  mm,  could  cool  ten  tons  of 
molasses  per  hour  by  35-40  °F,  giving  a 
cooled  molasses  temperature  of  about 
100  °F.  The  advantages  given  are  low 
cost  (a  new  filter  for  this  purpose  would 
not  make  sense)  and  ease  of  operation 
and  maintenance. 

To  change  the  topic  completely,  the 
development  of  synthetic  non-caloric 
sweeteners  has  had  considerable  impact 
on  the  sugar  industry  and,  combined 
with  the  use  of  corn  derived  sweeteners, 
has  resulted  in  a  significant  reduction 
in  per  capita  sucrose  consumption  in 
this  country.  The  first  such  materials, 
such  as  saccharin  and  cyclamates,  were 
discovered  by  chance  and  there  was  no 
chemical  or  biological  understanding  of 
the  nature  of  sweetness.  Even  the  later 
discovery  of  the  sweetness  of  aspartame 
("NutraSweet")  was  not  based  on  any 
prior  understanding,  even  though 
chemically  similar  products  had  been 
known  to  be  sweet  for  several  decades. 

In  a  recent  symposium  on 
sweeteners,  researchers  at  NutraSweet 
states  that  "we  are  in  an  exciting  tran- 
sition period  in  the  discovery  of  new 
sweeteners"  and  that  the  logical  step  be- 
ing used  is  the  synthesis  of  chemical 
analogues     (relatives)     of     known 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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FARM  NOTES 
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at  LSU  to  conduct  the  breeding  and 
selection  work  has  begun  to  pay  off. 
Looking  down  the  road,  there  appears  to 
be  other  good  varieties  selected  at  St. 
Gabriel  that  may  have  the  potential  to 
be  released  to  the  industry.  Dr.  Martin 
and  his  staff  are  to  be  congratulated  for 
their  efforts.  The  continuous  participa- 
tion in  the  three  way  agreement  be- 
tween LAES,  USDA  and  the  League  has 
worked  well  in  the  past  to  develop 
varieties  for  Louisiana  and  should  con- 
tinue to  do  so  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  LCP  designation  given  to  LCP 
82-89  stands  for  Louisiana  and  Canal 
Point.  Usually  varieties  would  have 
either  an  L  or  a  CP  designation  since  the 
seed  would  normally  have  been  pro- 
duced either  at  St.  Gabriel,  Louisiana 
(L)  or  at  Canal  Point,  Florida  (CP). 
However,  for  this  particular  variety  the 
seed  was  produced  at  Canal  Point  and 
then  the  seedling  was  planted  at  St. 
Gabriel  where  it  was  selected,  thus  the 
LCP  designation  was  given.  This  is  just 
another  example  of  how  well  the  three 
way  agreement  between  the  industry 
and  the  two  experiment  stations  can 
work  to  provide  you  with  varieties. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the 
Bulletin  can  be  found  the  variety  release 
statement  on  LCP  82-89.  This  variety  is 
one  that  League  Agronomists  consider 
to  be  a  grower  type  of  cane.  It  looks  good, 
harvests  well  and  hopefully  will  perform 
well  on  your  farm.  Its  yields  of  cane  ton- 
nage and  sugar  have  been  good  in  the 
outfield  tests  and  it  does  not  have  any 
serious  problems  with  any  of  the 
diseases  or  insects  as  of  this  time.  It  may 
have  some  problem  with  herbicide 
susceptibility  but  more  data  is  needed 
before  some  definite  statement  can  be 
made.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  suggested 
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that  you  order  some  of  this  variety  and 
plant  it  in  an  area  that  you  won't  have 
to  overload  with  herbicides  to  keep  it 
clean. 

Growers  should  remember  that  the 
testing  program  is  not  always  capable 
of  identifying  all  the  factors  concerning 
a  variety.  The  program  can,  however, 
identify  good  varieties  that  have  the 
potential  to  make  it  on  most  farms.  The 
final  test  is  once  the  variety  is  released, 
how  it  will  perform  on  your  particular 
farm  situation.  ORDER  BLANKS  FOR 
THE  CANE  ALONG  WITH  THE  LIST 
OF  STATIONS  WHERE  IT  IS 
AVAILABLE  CAN  ALSO  BE  FOUND 
ELSEWHERE  IN  THIS  ISSUE  OF  THE 
BULLETIN. 

The  variety  CP  82-550  was  held  for 
further  testing  while  the  third  variety, 
CP  82-551  was  not  released.  Both  of 
these  varieties  were  found  to  have 
harvestability  problems  in  outfield  tests. 


FIELD  DAY  SCHEDULE 

The  Field  Days  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Ser- 
vice have  been  scheduled  for  each 
Parish.  These  Field  Days  take  a  lot  of 
time  to  prepare  and  are  designed  for 
your  benefit  as  growers  and  industry 
members  so  that  you  can  see  the  best 
recommendations  to  make  you  the  most 
efficient  producer  you  can  be.  These 
meetings  are  another  opportunity  to 
meet  the  researchers  and  ask  questions 
of  them  concerning  the  various  produc- 
tion practices  that  are  being  recom- 
mended. The  following  schedule  was 
prepared  by  Dalton  Landry,  County 
Agent  and  Coordinator  of  Sugarcane 
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Educational  Programs  with  the  Lou- 
isiana Cooperative  Extension  Service. 

July  18,  9:00  a.m.,  Area  Sugarcane 
Field  Day,  St.  Gabriel,  Lou- 
isiana. Parishes  participating: 
Iberville,  West  Baton  Rouge, 
Pointe  Coupee,  St.  John  and  St. 
Charles. 

July  20,  9:00  a.m.,  Terrebonne 
Parish  Agricultural  Day, 
Sheriff's  Camp,  Houma, 
Louisiana. 

July  24,  2:00  p.m.,  Assumption 
Parish  Field  Day,  Belle  Alliance 
Plantation,  Belle  Rose, 
Louisiana. 

July  26,  5:00  p.m.,  Iberia  Parish 
Field  Day,  Gralyn  Farm, 
Patoutville,  Louisiana. 


July  27, 9:00  a.m.,  Lafourche  Parish 
Field  Day,  South  Coast  Sugars, 
Inc.,  American  Legion  Home, 
Raceland,  Louisiana. 

August  2,  2:00  p.m.,  St.  Mary 
Parish  Field  Day,  American 
Legion  Home,  Franklin, 
Louisiana. 

August  3,  2:00  p.m.,  St.  Martin 
Parish  Field  Day,  Levert-St. 
John,  St.  Martinville, 
Louisiana. 

August  9,  2:00  p.m.,  St.  James 
Parish  Field  Day,  Jerry  Woods 
Farm,  Welcome,  Louisiana. 

August  10,  9:00  a.m.,  Ascension 
Parish  Field  Day,  McManor 
Plantation,  Donaldsonville, 
Louisiana. 
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state  authority,  passed  out  of  House 
committee  but  is  expected  to  face  a 
heated  debate  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
While  Doug  Green,  Commissioner  of 
Insurance,  faces  a  6-count  federal  cor- 
ruption indictment  in  connection  with 
the  collapse  of  Champion  Insurance,  he 
is  continuing  his  re-election  campaign 
without  missing  a  beat.  On  the  day  after 
the  indictment  was  issued,  he  appeared 
in  committee  with  several  bills,  and 
came  close  to  passing  them  out.  In- 
surance industry  sources  seem  to  think 
he's  done  a  great  job  in  the  office,  with 
the  exception,  of  course,  of  the 
Champion  debacle. 


ITEMS  OF  INTEREST 

HB1239  -  This  is  Bruce  Bolin's  bill 
which  would  have  provided  for  solidary 
liability  of  those  who  cause  injury  in  the 
storage,  handling,  and  transportation  of 
toxic  or  hazardous  substances.  "Toxic" 
or  "hazardous"  includes  such  things  as 
anhydrous  ammonia,  fertilizer, 
pesticides,  herbicides,  etc. 

A  broad  based  effort  was  successful 
in  killing  this  bill  on  the  House  floor. 
The  grass  roots  effort  by  the  League  got 
results;  several  legislators  commented 
on  how  they  had  received  a  "couple  of 
calls"  on  the  matter. 

A  special  thanks  goes  to  Charlie 
Melancon  (D-Napoleonville)  who,  in  ad- 
dition to  voting  against  the  bill,  offered 
an  amendment  to  exempt  the  sugar  in- 
dustry. This  amendment  was  a  safety 
valve  in  case  the  bill  passed. 

Following  is  how  representatives  in 
the  sugar  parishes  voted.  A  vote  FOR 
the  bill  is  a  vote  AGAINST  sugar;  a  vote 
AGAINST  the  bill  is  a  vote  FOR  sugar. 


Voting  FOR  the  bill  and  AGAINST 
sugar  were:  Dewitt,  Downer,  Gunter, 
Haik,  Lalonde,  Sam  Theriot,  and  Triche. 
Voting  AGAINST  the  bill  and  FOR 
sugar  were:  Accardo,  Ackal,  Bacque, 
Bella,  Benoit,  Diez,  Glover,  Guidry,  Hig- 
ginbotham,  Kimball,  Laborde, 
Melancon,  Siracusa,  and  A.  D.  Smith. 

HCR  153  -  This  resolution 
memorializes  Congress  to  provide 
federal  disaster  relief  for  the  sugar  cane 
industry  in  Louisiana.  While  it  carries 
no  legislative  authority  but  is  simply  an 
expression  of  the  Legislature's  intent, 
the  resolution  nevertheless  should  have 
an  impact  on  our  representatives  in 
Congress. 

SB  492  -  This  bill  is  an  attempt  to  put 
some  control  in  the  employer's  hands  in 
regards  to  selection  of  a  physician  in  the 
case  of  cervical,  thoracic,  or  lumber 
spine  injury.  These  are  the  areas  where 
physician  costs  in  worker's  comp  cases 
seem  to  be  the  highest  and  where  there 
is  the  most  potential  for  abuse.  This  bill 
passed  out  of  committee  but  has  been 
returned  to  the  calendar  until  we  can 
garner  enough  votes  to  pass  it. 

SB  493  —  This  bill,  while  separate  from 
SB  493,  is  a  companion  attempt  to  rein 
in  runaway  worker's  comp  costs.  This 
bill  defines  after  tax  weekly  wage  and 
provides  that  federal  and  state  law  in 
effect  on  the  preceding  July  first  shall 
be  used  to  determine  same.  It  requires 
the  director  to  publish  one  month  prior 
to  January  first,  tables  of  average  week- 
ly wages  for  use  in  converting  same  to 
70%  of  after  tax  weekly  wage.  This  bill 
has  also  been  returned  to  the  calendar 
for  the  reasons  stated  above. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  13) 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee 
is  working  to  complete  its  version  of  the 
1990  farm  bill,  including  sugar  pro- 
visions, prior  to  the  July  Fourth  recess. 
A  task  force,  appointed  by  Chairman 
Patrick  Leahy  (D-VT),  has  been  trying 
to  come  up  with  consensus  recommen- 
dations for  the  various  commodities  to 
be  presented  to  the  full  committee  for  its 
consideration. 


WORLD  SUGAR  UPDATE 

According  to  a  USDA  report  dated 
May  25,  1990,  the  world  sugar  outlook 
for  1990/91  is  expected  to  exhibit  con- 
tinuing tightness.  Consumption  is 
forecast  to  outstrip  production  by  over 
2.2  million  tons,  while  exports  are  ex- 
pected to  decline  by  over  a  million  tons 
from  the  previous  year.  Stocks,  which  in 
1989/90  are  estimated  at  their  lowest 
level  in  10  years,  will  contribute  to  the 
tight  market,  and  together  with  the 
aforementioned  factors,  support  con- 
tinued high  world  prices. 


Get  a  jump  on 
tomorrow 

save  today  with 

higher  paying 
U.S.  Savings  Bonds 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  reduce  manhours  per  project 

•  easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 

ALLEE,ALLEE&  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA  70086 

504/265-3965 


1-800-738-2263 

Parts  -  Parts  -  Parts 

New,  Used,  Rebuilt  Parts  for  l-H, 
John  Deere,  Oliver  and  A.C.  We 
ship  nationwide  &  can  find  parts 
for  any  Tractor,  Big  Truck  &  Con- 
struction Equipment. 

We  specialize  in  Hi-Crop  Tractor 
Parts. 

Consider  Used  or  Rebuilt  Parts 
or  Engines  —  Remember  the 
Cane  Crop  is  Short. 

CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

Route  1,  Box  319-T 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

(318)  276-3453 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

sweeteners.  This  can  produce  materials 
with  ten  to  one  hundred  times  the  poten- 
cy of  the  known  sweeteners.  A  patent 
has  been  applied  for  in  France  for  a 
chemical  that  is  claimed  to  be  170,000 
times  as  sweet  as  sucrose  —  if  this  is 
true,  then  five  tons  of  the  material 
would  have  the  same  sweetening  capaci- 
ty as  last  year's  crop  in  Louisiana. 

Their  next  stop  is  to  use  the  com- 
puter design  technology  developed  for 
pharmaceuticals  on  models  for  the  sweet 
taste  receptors.  This  is  difficult  but  "a 
huge  upsurge  in  the  quality  and  quan- 
tity of  research  very  much  like  that  now 
found  in  the  pharmaceutical  industry" 
is  predicted.  They  add  some  notes  of  cau- 
tion —  the  new  sweeteners  must  be  ab- 
solutely safe,  new  methods  are  needed 
to  assess  their  long  term  toxicity  and  the 
use  of  natural  materials  in  the  chemical 
synthesis  must  be  heavily  emphasized. 
All  this  discussion  of  sweetness  leaves 
out  any  consideration  of  nutrition  and 
sucrose  remains  the  premier  sweetener, 
part  of  a  natural  balanced  diet  without 
any  risk  of  the  unknown. 

Last  week  I  was  in  Colorado  Springs 
attending  the  twentieth  Congress  of  the 
International  Commission  on  Uniform 
Methods  of  Sugar  Analysis  (ICUMSA). 
The  purpose  of  this  organization  is  to 
bring  together  sugar  analysts  and 
technologists  (both  beet  and  cane)  so 
that  uniform  analytical  procedures  can 
be  developed  for  application  to  the  in- 
dustry. All  aspects  of  the  industry  are 
covered,  from  cane  quality  to  that  of  raw 
and  white  sugar.  It  is  difficult  to  develop 
uniform  procedures  for  the  former  since 
local  conditions  vary  so  much,  but  they 
are  important  for  sugar  since  so  much 
is  traded,  both  nationally  and  interna- 
tionally. For  example,  ICUMSA  recom- 
mends the  scale  to  be  used  in  the 
polarization  of  raw  sugar. 


(Continued  from  page  1 7) 

There  was  much  discussion  of  newer 
analytical  techniques,  especially  those 
involving  high  pressure  liquid 
chromatography  (HPLC)  and  its 
relative,  ion  chromatography  (HPIC). 
These  methods  have  become  standard  in 
research  and  central  laboratories  and,  in 
the  not  too  distant  future,  should 
become  routine  in  the  conventional 
sugar  factory  laboratory.  They  provide 
a  much  broader  range  of  information 
than  do  current  techniques. 

The  technical  work  of  ICUMSA  is 
carried  out  by  analysts  in  many  coun- 
tries and  much  is  done  in  Europe,  in 
part  due  to  the  existence  of  major 
research  centers,  often  government 
funded.  With  the  integration  of  the 
European  economy,  the  setting  of  com- 
mon quality  standards  has  become 
necessary.  This  has  required  that  the 
laboratories  involved  meet  certain  pro- 
ficiency standards  —  one  of  the  more  in- 
teresting discussions  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. On  a  less  sophisticated  level  the 
Louisiana  raw  sugar  mill  laboratories 
should  also  meet  some  proficiency  stan- 
dards. Often  laboratories  work  in  isola- 
tion (this  applies  to  ASI  as  much,  if  not 
more)  and  there  is  much  to  be  gained  by 
working  together  to  improve  perfor- 
mance. Perhaps  this  is  a  suitable  topic 
for  a  later  article. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 
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CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  1988  Cameco  2-Row  Harvester.  JD  engine, 
factory  cab  &  air,  791  hours  split  system.  Call  (318)  364-8903 
(day)  or  (318)  365-5036  (night). 


FOR  SALE:  3  Thompson  Mechanical  Cane  Planters  $6,500 
each.  Call  (318)  276-3423  or  (318)  276  3173. 


FOR  SALE: 

Cameco  2  Row  Harvester,  cab  &  air  —  2  seasons 
Cameco  2  Row  Loader,  cab  &  air  —  1  season  (still  in  warranty) 
Cameco  —  Tractor  Mounted  Loader  on  1855  Oliver  (Excellent) 
Two  2096  Case  International,  cab  &  air.  Lo-clearance  1000 

hrs.,  4  year  warranty 
4386  International  4WD-(New  Rubber) 
1086  International  Hi-clearance,  cab  &  air  (New  Rubber) 
1066  International  Hi-clearance  (New  Rubber) 
966  International  Lo-clear  with  cab 
John  Deere  —  3  Row  Chopper  —  1  season 
Two  Lilliston  3  Row  Cultivators  —  excellent 
Two  Woods  15  ft.  Shredder  —  (Tire  Driven) 
Sidewinder  7  ft.  Shredder  —  (Gear  Box  Driven) 
Three  Hand  Planting  Wagons  —  9  ft.  x  24  ft. 

(Tandem  Davis  Running  Gears) 
Three  Hand  Planting  Wagons  —  5  ft.  x  20  ft.  (Single  Axle) 
Eight  Davis  Tandem  Cane  Wagons 

160  Galion  Motor  Grader  (New  160  Cummins  Engine) 
Amco  23  ft.  Flat  Chopper  (Excellent) 
Various  Tools  and  Cane  Related  Equipment 

Call  Jim  Rodriguez  at  (318)  332-3479  after  6:00  pm 
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Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 

521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70514 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK 

IN  DONALDSONVILLE 

P.O.  BOX  108        Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  Suite  700 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 


NATIONAL  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 
228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

RAYNE  STATE  BANK 

AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  99 

Duson,  LA.  70529 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 
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Hitch  your  wagon  to  a  star. 


There's  just  one  thing  most  every  owner  calls  on  his  mid-range 
tractor  to  do  —  more.  Lift  a  heavier  implement.  Power  extra 
hydraulics.  Squeeze  a  little  more  muscle  out  of  the  PTO.  And 
sometimes  do  it  all  at  once.  The  new  line  of  Case  International 
MAXXUM  tractors  is  up  to  the  task.  Here's  why: 

•  Category  11  three-point  rear  hitch,  the  strongest  available  — 
with  7,700  pounds  lift  capacity. 

•  Easy-to-use  lower  link  sensing,  electro-hydraulic  controls  in  full 
view  from  the  cab. 

•  Efficient  "Hitch  Command"  controls. 

The  hitch  is  just  one  of  many  reasons  to  own  a  MAXXUM  tractor. 
Others  include:  choice  of  fully  synchronized  or  power  shift 
transmissions,  with  16  forward  and  12  reverse  speeds,  standard 
forward/reverse  shuttle  shift,  an  eight-speed  creeper  option  and 
three  horsepower  selections,  77,  86  and  94  PTO  (57,  64  and  70  kW). 

And  all  three  models  are  backed  by  the  best  warranty #  in  the 
business:  five  years  or  5,000  hours,  whichever  occurs  first.  Come  in 
to  see  the  MAXXUM  line  of  tractors  today. 

•  Excluding  tires,  which  are  covered  by  their  own  manufacturer's  warranties.  A  $200  deductible 
applies  to  each  repair  after  the  first  year.  aJI  Case  Company  1989 


Switzer  Sales  and  Service 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(318)  276-6384 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 
(504)  357-6453 


Gremillion's,  Inc. 

New  Roads,  LA 
(504)  638-6347 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-3776 


Lanier  Int's.  Inc. 

Abbeville,  LA 
(318)  893-1988 


Donaldsonville,  LA 
(504)473-7927 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 


Effective  with  the  June  1,  1990 
edition  of  'The  Sugar  Bulletin,"  the 
addressing  and  mailing  of  the  publica- 
tion is  being  handled  in-house  by  the 
League  staff.  The  reason  for  the  change 
is  because  it  is  a  cost  saving  measure 
and  insures  better  control  of  the 
Bulletin  mailing  list. 

The  Louisiana  sugar  factories  were 
extremely  helpful  in  securing  correct 
names  and  addresses  of  our  members. 
From  the  information  furnished  by  the 
factories,  we  were  able  to  develop  a 
master  mailing  list.  This  list  is  now  on 
computer  using  D-base  III  software.  We 
applied  for  and  were  granted  a  bulk  rate 
mailing  permit  from  Thibodaux, 
Louisiana. 


1-800-738-2263 

Parts  -  Parts  -  Parts 

New,  Used,  Rebuilt  Parts  for  l-H, 
John  Deere,  Oliver  and  A.C.  We 
ship  nationwide  &  can  find  parts 
for  any  Tractor,  Big  Truck  &  Con- 
struction Equipment. 

We  specialize  in  Hi-Crop  Tractor 
Parts. 

Consider  Used  or  Rebuilt  Parts 
or  Engines  —  Remember  the 
Cane  Crop  is  Short. 

CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

Route  1,  Box  319-T 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

(318)  276-3453 


The  Bulletin  continues  to  be  printed 
in  New  Orleans,  then  delivered  to 
Thibodaux.  Within  a  day  after  delivery, 
the  Bulletins  are  mailed  from  the 
Thibodaux,  LA  post  office.  It  is  the  goal 
of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
staff  to  have  the  Bulletin  in  the  hands 
of  the  membership  as  soon  after  the 
publication  date  as  possible. 

In  order  to  assure  that  each  member 
receives  his  or  her  Bulletin  on  time,  it 
is  imperative  that  our  mailing  list  has 
correct  addresses.  Periodically,  the 
Postal  Service  changes  the  addresses  in 
a  community.  This  seems  to  be  more 
prevalent  in  rural  areas  than  urban 
areas.  If  for  any  reason  your  address 
changes,  please  notify  the  League  office 
immediately.  This  will  guarantee  no 
interruption  in  receiving  the  Bulletin. 
Most  issues  carry  a  mailing  list  update 
form  for  your  convenience. 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Just  prior  to  press  time,  both  the  U.S.  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  took  action  on  the  sugar  title  of  the 
1990  Farm  Bill.  The  Senate  voted  54  to  44  to  reject  the  Bradley/ Roth 
amendment  which  would  have  lowered  the  sugar  loan  rate  from  18 
cents  to  16  cents  per  pound.  Following  the  Senate  vote,  the  House 
overwhelmingly  rejected  the  Downey  I  Gradison  sugar  amendment 
by  a  vote  of  271  to  150.  This  amendment  also  would  have  lowered 
the  sugar  loan  rate  to  16  cents.  Further  details  on  the  1990  Farm 
Bill  will  follow  in  the  next  issue  of  the  SUGAR  BULLETIN. 


SENATE  SCHEDULE  FARM 
BILL  UPDATE 

The  Senate  will  most  likely  begin 
general  debate  on  the  1990  Farm  Bill 
Friday,  July  13.  Senate  sources  indicate 
that  general  debate  will  continue  into 
the  next  week  with  first  votes  scheduled 
either  late  on  Monday,  July  16,  or  on 
Tuesday,  July  17.  Senate  Agriculture 
Committee  staff  have  said  they  hope  to 
complete  debate  on  the  farm  bill  by  the 
end  of  the  week;  however,  that  may  not 
be  possible. 

It  is  anticipated  that  a  number  of 
amendments  will  be  offered  during  floor 
debate,  including  attempts  by  Senator 
Bradley  (D-NJ)  and  others  to  lower  the 
sugar  loan  rate.  However,  it  is  expected 
that  most  of  these  amendments  will  be 
resisted  by  the  Agriculture  Committee 
and  Senate  leadership  as  part  of  an 
agreement  that  got  the  legislation 
reported  from  the  commmittee  to  the 
floor. 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee 
approved  a  five-year  extension  of  the 
current  sugar  program  with  minor 
changes  after  rejecting  an  attempt  by 
Senator  Lugar  (R-IN)  to  eliminate  the 
entire  program.  The  Committee  also  re- 
jected an  attempt  to  lower  the  loan  rate 
10  percent.  The  sugar  program  con- 
tained in  the  Senate  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee bill:  (1)  continues  the  current 
price  support  program  for  sugar  through 
the  1995  crop  at  a  loan  rate  of  not  less 
than  18  cents  per  pound,  the  same  level 
in  effect  since  1985;  (2)  retains  the  no 


cost  provision  of  the  current  program; 
and,  (3)  extends  the  term  of  sugar  crops 
loans  from  six  months  to  nine  months 
and  allows  loans  made  on  crops 
harvested  in  the  last  three  months  of  the 
fiscal  year  to  be  "rolled-over"  in  the  new 
fiscal  year  for  a  term  not  to  exceed  the 
balance  of  nine  months  unused  in  the 
previous  year. 

League  members  will  be  in 
Washington  during  the  farm  bill  debate 
urging  Senators  to  support  the  sugar 
program  and  resist  any  amendments  to 
weaken  it. 

HOUSE  COMPLETES 
FARM  BILL  REPORT 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
completed  its  legislative  report  to  ac- 
company the  1990  Farm  Bill  during  the 
July  4  recess.  Since  several  other  com- 
mittees must  have  an  opportunity  to 
review  certain  provisions  within  their 
jurisdiction,  House  floor  consideration 
will  probably  not  begin  before  the  week 
of  July  23.  There  also  will  be  a  number 
of  amendments  offered  on  the  House 
floor,  including  efforts  by  Congressmen 
Downey  (D-NY)  and  Gradison  (R-OH)  to 
lower  the  sugar  loan  rate  by  2  cents  per 
pound. 

BUSH  ADMINISTRATION 

CALLS  FOR  REDUCTION 

IN  SUGAR  LOAN  RATE 

Despite  repeated  statements  by  the 
Bush  Administration  that  it  would  not 
support  modifications  in  the  existing 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


PLANT  THIS  CROP  WELL,  YOUR  FUTURE  DEPENDS  ON  IT 
VARIETIES  TO  PLANT  —  CROP  REPORT 


This  year  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry probably  has  triple  the  normal 
amount  of  fallow  land  to  replant  to  cane. 
Since  the  largest  part  of  this  acreage  is 
concentrated  in  areas  other  than  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  cane  belt,  it  is 
doubtful  if  it  can  all  be  replanted  in  one 
year.  However,  most  growers  are  plan- 
ning to  plant  more  than  their  normal 
planting  in  an  effort  to  get  back  to  full 
size  in  no  more  than  two  years.  It  will 
take  good  weather  conditions  not  only 
this  planting  season  but  also  the  1991 
planting  season  in  order  to  be  back  to 
325,000  acres  in  1992.  Since  your  future 
as  a  cane  farmer  and  the  future  of  this 
industry  depends  to  a  large  extent  on 
how  well  you  can  plant  these  next  two 
crops,  it  is  important  that  you  do  the 
best  job  possible.  The  following  are  some 
thoughts  of  this  author  and  the  League's 
two  agronomists  Windell  Jackson  and 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  on  the  subject 
of  good  planting  practices. 

Following  the  loss  of  both  plant  cane 
and  stubble  cane  to  the  freeze  there  will 
be  the  tendency  to  want  to  bury  cane 
this  fall  while  planting  it.  There  is  one 
thing  that  all  of  the  varieties  you  are 
presently  growing  cannot  tolerate,  and 
that  is  too  much  soil  through  which  to 
send  its  shoots.  In  traveling  the  belt  we 
have  seen  too  many  problem  fields  over 
the  years  due  to  excessive  covering  at 
planting  time.  When  you  think  you  are 
putting  5  inches  of  dirt  on  the  heavy  soil 
end  of  the  field  it  turns  out  to  be  10 
inches  on  the  lighter  soil  end  of  the  field. 
That  is  enough  to  damage  cane  without 
any  bad  weather  conditions.  Research 
has  shown  that  a  good  4  inches  of  packed 
soil  cover  at  planting  time  is  enough  to 


protect  the  cane  through  most  Louisiana 
winters.  The  hard  freezes  experienced  in 
1984,  1985  and  especially  the  freeze  of 
1989  are  supposedly  unusual  events. 
Therefore  you  should  not  attempt  to 
bury  your  plant  cane  but  rather  there 
are  some  other  things  that  we  feel  you 
can  do  to  protect  your  crop  and  come  out 
with  a  good  stand  in  the  spring. 

First  of  all,  a  grower  has  to  start 
with  a  well  prepared  seed  bed  on  rows 
of  uniform  size.  If  the  rows  aren't 
uniform  you  can  just  as  soon  expect 
problems  from  the  very  beginning.  It  is 
impossible  to  open  and  cover  cane  well 
in  rows  that  are  poorly  drawn.  Putting 
up  rows  and  packing  them  can 
sometimes  conserve  badly  needed 
moisture  if  we  get  into  a  dry  situation 
during  the  planting  season.  Grass  must 
be  kept  under  control  if  you  expect  to 
have  a  good  uniform  opening  and  cover- 
ing job.  With  the  large  amount  of  fallow 
acres  this  year,  the  cultivation  of  fallow 
ground  has  kept  most  growers  very 
busy.  The  preparation  for  planting  is 
probably  every  bit  as  important  as  the 
planting  operation  itself.  With  poor 
preparation,  you  may  be  doomed  from 
the  very  start. 

When  opening  planting  furrows,  you 
should  open  only  as  wide  as  you  can 
handle.  Many  growers  have  found  that 
they  cannot  handle  much  wider  than  16 
inches  and  have  adapted  their  opening 
tools  to  get  a  furrow  width  of  this  size. 
This  furrow  width  is  wide  enough  to  ac- 
cept the  cane  from  a  mechanical  planter 
and  yet  is  not  too  wide  to  give  some  of 
the    problems    associated    with    wide 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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More  on  Mechanical  Planters 


A.  V.  Allain  System 

by  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  Agronomist 
and  Windell  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 


Up  to  this  point,  these  articles  have 
focused  mainly  on  the  historical  aspects 
of  mechanical  cane  planters  in  Lou- 
isiana. It  has  been  interesting  to  see  how 
these  machines  have  evolved  over  the 
last  35  to  40  years.  There  have  been 
many  machines  other  than  those  men- 
tioned, that  have  been  designed  and 
used  by  some  growers,  but  for  one 
reason  or  another  have  not  been  used  ex- 
tensively. It  practically  goes  without 
saying  that  the  fact  that  in  Louisiana  we 
must  plant  whole  stalks  consistently 
with  little  seed  damage  has  been  an 
engineer's  nightmare.  Add  to  this  the 
need  for  such  a  planter  to  be  simple  to 
operate  and  durable  enough  to  last  the 
rigorous  planting  schedule  and  it's  easy 
to  see  why  the  progress  that  has  been 
made,  has  come  relatively  slow. 

In  the  next  few  articles,  we  will  take 
a  look  at  some  of  the  latest  changes  that 
seem  to  have  helped  various  types  of 
mechanical  planters  throughout  the 
cane  belt.  This  month  we  will  review 
some  of  the  changes  that  have  helped 
A.  V.  Allain  and  sons,  who  farm  some 
3,200  acres  in  St.  Mary  parish  to  fine- 
tune  their  planting  system.  Because  of 
the  large  amount  of  acreage  they  need 
to  plant  each  year,  they  have  found  it 
necessary  to  use  mechanical  planters  to 
take  advantage  of  optimum  planting 
conditions.  Over  the  last  5  years  they 
have  succeeded  in  planting  their  crop 
(about  1,200  acres)  in  14-16  working 
days.  By  using  11  automatic  drum 
planters  they  have  averaged  a  5  to  1 
planting  ratio  and  have  achieved  field 
yields  of  34  tons  per  acre  over  this  same 
period.  They  have  taken  the  planter 
operator  off  the  back  of  the  machine  and 
now  hire  one  fixer  per  planter. 


The  major  area  of  improvement  for 
their  system  has  been  in  the  metering 
of  cane  supplied  to  the  drum.  Several 
years  ago,  when  measurements  of  the 
back  pressure  on  the  drum  motor  were 
taken,  they  found  that  the  readings 
were  inversely  proportional  to  the 
amount  of  cane  being  discharged  out  of 
the  planter.  In  other  words,  when  the 
working  oil  pressure  readings  on  the 
drum  motor  were  low,  not  enough  cane 
was  being  dropped  and  when  pressure 
readings  were  high,  too  much  cane  was 
being  dropped.  This  lead  to  the  idea  that 
if  a  constant  supply  of  cane  could  be 
pushed  to  the  drum,  the  oil  pressure 
should  remain  steady  and  the  amount 
of  cane  coming  out  of  the  planter  should 
also  be  more  consistant. 

To  make  this  idea  work,  the  manual 
cantilever  feed  system  was  replaced 
with  a  spring  loaded  electric  pressure 
switch.  This  switch  was  hooked  to  the 
pressure  line  of  the  drum  motor  and 
then  set  at  a  certain  pressure  (which  is 
about  1,000  psi  on  their  machines). 
When  excess  pressure  is  applied  to  the 
motor  by  too  much  cane,  the  switch  is 
activated  and  stops  the  oil  supply  to  the 
push  cylinder.  When  the  excess  cane 
supply  is  used  up  and  pressure  readings 
are  below  the  desired  setting,  the  oil 
supply  to  the  push  cylinder  is  resumed 
and  cane  is  again  pushed  to  the  drum. 

The  Allains  have  also  added  2  more 
critical  improvements  besides  the  single 
pressure  switch.  One  major  problem 
that  they  experienced  was  caused  by  the 
lag  time  that  the  retract  stroke  on  the 
push  cylinder  would  take.  This  made  the 
cane  supply  to  the  drum  to  be  less 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  and  Linda  Spradley 


LEGISLATIVE  REPORT 

The  Legislature  adjourned  shortly 
before  midnight  on  July  9,  after  a  ses- 
sion fraught  with  emotional  issues  and 
the  very  difficult  task  of  balancing  a 
deficit  budget. 

We  urge  you  to  take  a  few  minutes 
at  this  time  and  call  your  representative 
and  senator  to  thank  them  for  support- 
ing the  sugar  industry  during  this  ses- 
sion. Without  exception,  your  represent- 
atives were  sensitive  to  your  concerns 
about  the  issues,  and  were  always  ready 
to  listen  to  what  we  had  to  say  on  your 
behalf.  Let's  show  them  how  much  we 
appreciate  them  and  the  help  they  gave 
us! 

In  this  report,  we  will  concentrate  on 
the  issues  that  primarily  affect  the 
sugar  industry  since  the  newspapers 
have  carefully  dissected  most  of  the 
general  issues  of  the  session. 

WORKER'S  COMPENSATION 

The  important  bill  in  this  area  was 
SB  64  (Ewing)  which  is  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  permit  direct  review  of 
administrative  agency  determinations 
by  the  courts  of  appeal  in  worker's  com- 
pensation matters  when  provided  by 
law.  While  this  bill  will  still  need  to  be 
approved  by  the  voters  in  October,  it 
should  provide  a  major  savings  in  terms 
of  dollars  and  time  to  the  worker's  comp 
system. 

Two  other  bills  by  Sen.  Thompson 
that  would  have  reined  in  some  of  the 
runaway  worker's  comp  costs  in  regards 
to  selection  of  physician  and  after  tax 
weekly  wage  died  on  the  calendar. 

We  were  able  to  kill  two  bad  bills 
that  would  have  provided  for  the  liabili- 
ty of  an  employer  or  principal  who  was 


grossly  negligent  or  who  deliberately 
violated  safety  precautions. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION 

Two  important  bills  passed  in  this 
area.  One,  HB  746  (Gee),  would 
eliminate  the  necessity  for  the  "intent" 
on  conduct  and  would  require  a  substan- 
tial change  in  employment  as  a  cause  to 
quit.  While  this  is  a  good  bill  for 
employers,  the  Governor  has  been  asked 
to  veto  it.  Your  call  to  his  office  in  sup- 
port of  this  measure  would  be  helpful. 

HB  792  (Jenkins)  eliminates  the 
prior  claim  requirement  for  requalifica- 
tion  for  unemployment  comp  benefits. 

TAXES 

The  successful  effort  to  kill  the  net 
operating  loss  measure  was  a  major  vic- 
tory. This  bill  would  have  been 
devastating  to  the  sugar  industry,  in 
light  of  the  hard  times  brought  about  by 
the  freeze.  League  members  are  getting 
credit  for  being  the  deciding  influence 
on  this  bill. 

ENVIRONMENT 

HB  1239  (Bolin)  would  have  pro- 
vided for  solidary  liability  of  those  who 
caused  injury  in  the  storage,  handling, 
and  transportation  of  toxic  or  hazardous 
substances,  which  included  materials 
such  as  anhydrous  ammonia,  fertilizer, 
pesticides,  herbicides,  etc.  This  bill  was 
killed  as  the  result  of  a  broad  based 
effort. 

HB  912  (Bradley)  changes  the  dates 
in  procedure  for  adoption  of  rules  and 
fees  for  administrative  procedure.  This 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 


ANALYTICAL  CONCERNS 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


This  year  the  sugar  mill  laboratories 
have  to  move  away  from  the  traditional 
use  of  lead  subacetate  for  sample 
clarification  for  polarization 
measurements.  There  has  been  con- 
siderable activity  in  the  search  for 
alternative  reagents  and  procedures. 
This  article  reviews  the  current  state  of 
available  reagents  and  other  procedures 
and  some  of  the  consequences  of  chang- 
ing the  analytical  procedures. 

Two  reagent  systems  have  been 
developed  and  tested  in  Louisiana  with 
the  primary  objective  of  replacement  of 
the  lead  subacetate  used  in  the  core 
laboratory.  The  first,  developed  for  this 
use  by  Ben  Legendre  and  Margaret 
Clarke,  has  been  shown  to  work  at 
several  mills  and  involves  the  sequen- 
tial addition  of  reagents  to  a  stirred  juice 
sample.  Although  it  is  rather  more  time 
consuming  than  the  traditional  pro- 
cedure, the  results  obtained  show  ex- 
cellent correlation  with  those  with  lead 
subacetate.  The  second  system, 
developed  at  the  Audubon  Sugar  In- 
stitute involves  preparation  of  a  mixed 
reagent  on  a  daily  basis  which  is  then 
used  in  the  same  way  as  dry  lead 
subacetate.  As  originally  developed  the 
keeping  quality  of  the  reagent  mixture 
required  that  it  be  prepared  fresh  each 
day.  The  individual  components  are 
stable  indefinitely.  The  original  work 
was  done  with  off  our  laboratory  shelf 
chemicals  which  were  not  always  very 
fresh  or  completely  dry.  More  recent 
work  with  fresh  chemicals  from  a  poten- 
tial vendor  showed  that  the  mixture 
keeps  at  least  a  week.  However,  I  would 
still  recommend  that  the  mixture  be 
prepared  daily. 


This  reagent  mixture  has  been 
shown  to  work  for  all  factory  analyses, 
including  final  molasses,  in  our 
laboratory,  other  Louisiana 
laboratories,  in  Hawaii  and  at  a  cane 
sugar  refinery.  For  each  analysis  the 
procedure  is  simple  and  remains  essen- 
tially that  with  lead  subacetate  —  the 
reagent  is  replaced  but  the  procedure  is 
unchanged.  The  correlation  between  the 
results  with  this  reagent  and  with  lead 
are  very  good  in  all  cases.  The  reagent 
system  at  present  should  not  be  used  for 
raw  sugar  polarization.  It  needs  to  be 
modified  to  work  well  for  such  samples 
and  also  it  is  not  part  of  the  contract. 
Also,  although  the  reagent  is  non-toxic 
and  environmentally  benign,  it  is  a  dry 
powder  and  the  usual  precautions  in- 
volved in  handling  such  materials 
should  be  taken.  This  reagent  combina- 
tion is  now  available  commercially  and 
individual  mills  will  be  receiving  the 
details  of  supply  from  the  vendor  and 
the  procedures  from  ASI. 

In  general  the  results  obtained  with 
substitutes  are  slightly  lower  than  with 
lead  subacetate.  For  juices,  the  decrease 
in  apparent  purity  would  not  usually  be 
greater  than  about  0.3  units  and  for 
final  molasses  the  decrease  could  be  as 
much  as  3  units.  This  raises  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  the  values  should  be 
"corrected"  to  the  "lead  equivalent 
purity".  For  several  reasons  I  doubt  the 
value  of  making  any  correction  and 
would  not  recommend  it.  In  the  first 
place  the  measurement  leads  to  ap- 
parent purity  which  is  an  approximation 
in  any  case.  Second,  the  sampling  error 
for  cane  in  the  core  procedure  is  very 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  5) 


sugar  program  that  might  be  construed 
as  unilateral  concessions  during  the 
GATT  negotiations,  the  Administration 
has  now  thrown  its  support  behind  con- 
gressional efforts  to  reduce  the  existing 
U.S.  sugar  support  level  by  10  percent 
on  a  unilateral  basis,  with  no  require- 
ment that  trading  partners  reduce  their 
supports. 

At  the  American  Sugar  Alliance 
Symposium  in  June,  USD  A  Deputy  Sec- 
retary Jack  Parnell  stated  emphatical- 
ly that  the  Administration  supports  an 
immediate  10  percent  cut  in  the  loan 
rate,  apparently  because  they  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee's  proposed  sugar  program. 
However,  Parnell  said  that  he  does  not 
consider  a  reduction  in  the  sugar  loan 
rate  unilateral  disarmament. 

ASA  HOLDS 
ANNUAL  SYMPOSIUM 

The  American  Sugar  Alliance  held 
its  7th  Annual  Symposium  in 
Washington,  DC,  in  late  June.  The 
theme  of  this  year's  program  was 
"America's  Sugar  Program:  Stability  in 
a  Changing  World."  About  350  par- 
ticipants heard  a  number  of  speakers 
and  panelists  discuss  a  variety  of  sub- 
jects including  the  1990  farm  bill,  the  in- 
ternational sugar  arena,  the  stability  of 
the  sugar  supply,  and  the  economic  im- 
portance of  the  sweetener  industry. 

House  Agriculture  Committee 
Chairman  Kika  de  la  Garza  (D-TX) 
opened  the  symposium  speaking  at  the 
kick-off  dinner.  He  delivered  a  wide- 
ranging  address  on  the  importance  of 
farmers  in  the  food  chain,  the  minuscule 
portion  of  the  federal  budget  claimed  by 
agriculture,  and  the  fact  that  Detroit 
and  the  rest  of  the  nation  had  better 
remember  that  "if  there  are  no  farmers, 
there  are  no  sales  of  pickup  trucks." 

Supporters  and  opponents  of  the 
U.S.  sugar  program  squared-off  during 


a  debate  over  the  merits  of  the  program 
contained  in  the  1990  farm  bill.  Repre- 
sentatives Willis  Gradison  (R-OH)  and 
Tom  Downey  (D-NY)  said  they  would 
seek  to  cut  the  loan  rate  by  2  cents  a 
pound  during  House  floor  debate. 
Representative  Jerry  Huckaby  (D-LA), 
chairman  of  the  House  Cotton,  Rice  and 
Sugar  Subcommittee,  responded  that  it 
would  really  mean  a  "real  reduction  of 
36  percent  over  five  years."  Represent- 
ative Arlan  Stangeland  (R-MN),  ranking 
Republican  on  Huckaby's  subcommit- 
tee, said  the  sugar  program  creates 
360,000  jobs  in  the  U.S.  and  is  responsi- 
ble for  $18.5  billion  in  economic  activity. 

The  Symposium  also  heard  from  two 
other  supporters  of  the  program, 
Senator  Kent  Conrad  (D-ND),  who 
pledged  to  resist  efforts  to  reduce  farm 
programs,  and  Representative  Ed 
Madigan  (R-IL),  ranking  Republican  on 
the  House  Agriculture  Committee,  who 
called  on  sugar  growers  and  processors 
to  help  generate  support  for  the  commit- 
tee's bill.  He  described  the  opposition  to 
the  committee  bill  as  "the  most  coordin- 
ated attack  going  on  against  farm  pro- 
grams that  I've  ever  seen  in  Congress." 

Three  other  members  of  Congress 
told  the  group  the  U.S.  program  will 
withstand  a  determined  assault  in  Con- 
gress, but  it  will  require  continued 
grassroots  support.  Senators  Steve 
Symms  (R-ID),  Barbara  Mikulski  (D- 
MD)  and  Representative  Clyde 
Holloway  (R-LA)  made  the  remarks  at 
the  final  session  of  the  1990  Symposium. 
"I  think  we  have  the  votes,"  Holloway 
said  after  describing  expected  attempts 
by  some  members  of  Congress  and  the 
Bush  Administration  to  reduce  the 
sugar  loan  rate  from  18  cents  to  16  cents 
per  pound. 

The  1990  Sweetner  Symposium  con- 
cluded with  the  third  annual  Fearless 
Forecast.    Three    well-known    and 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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respected  observers  of  the  U.S.  sugar  market  gave  their  predictions  on  where  the 
world  sugar  market  is  headed  for  the  year  beginning  July  2,  1990  through  June 
30,  1991.  Their  predictions  in  cents  per  pound  are  as  follows: 


Participant 

Bill  Cromarty 
Sparks  Commodities 

Pat  Bennett 
Cargill,  Inc. 

Steve  Warwick 
M  &  M  Mars 

Average 


Weekly  High  Avg.       Weekly  Low  Avg.       Annual  Daily  Avg. 


17.00 


15.68 


18.20 


16.96 


11.50 


10.18 


10.86 


10.86 


14.60 


12.18 


14.10 


13.63 


SUGAR  &  SWEETENER  OUTLOOK 

According  to  USDA's  June  1990 
Sugar  &  Sweetener  Situation  and 
Outlook  report,  world  sugar  production 
in  1990/91  is  forecast  to  fall  short  of  con- 
sumption for  the  sixth  consecutive 
season.  USDA  forecasts  global  sugar 
production  at  107.2  million  metric  tons, 
raw  value,  2.3  million  below  consump- 
tion. Raw  sugar  prices  (fob  Caribbean, 
Contract  No.  11)  for  the  1989/90  season 
through  May  averaged  14.6  cents  a 
pound,  up  from  11.0  cents  in  1988/89. 
Worldwide  sugar  carryin  stocks  from 
this  season  are  put  at  19.3  million  tons, 
down  1.2  million  from  last  year.  Global 
sugar  consumption  in  1990/91  is  ex- 
pected to  rise  1.4  percent  to  109.5 
million  tons. 

USDA's  production  indication  for 
the  1990  U.S.  sugar  crop  is  6.65  million 
short  tons  (raw  value),  comparable  to 
1989.  Cane  sugar  output  is  expected  to 
fall  about  10  percent  to  2.85  million  tons 
because  of  last  December's  freeze  that 
severely  damaged  the  Louisiana  crop.  In 
contrast,  cane  sugar  production  in 
Florida,  Texas,  and  Hawaii  is  expected 
to  improve. 

U.S.    beet    sugar    production    is 


estimated  at  3.8  million  short  tons,  11 
percent  above  1989.  Based  on  USDA's 
March  Prospective  Plantings  report  and 
other  information,  USDA  forecasts  beets 
will  be  harvested  from  1.3  million  acres, 
5  percent  above  a  year  ago. 


ATTENTION 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN 

Announces  Its 

Precision  Grading  Service 
Lazerplane  Equipped 

•  Better  drainage 

•  Better  weed  control 

•  Increase  acreage 

Also  Agent  for 
Spectro  Physics 
Laser  Plane  Sale 

St.  James,  Louisiana  70086 

(504)  265-3965 
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furrow.  As  growers  try  to  open  wider, 
many  find  that  they  are  raising  the  level 
of  the  planting  furrow  because  if  you 
open  deep  there  really  isn't  room  for  all 
the  soil.  With  a  shallower  planting,  you 
run  the  risk  of  too  little  cover  and  we 
think  the  stubble  may  not  be  deep 
enough  to  provide  for  good  stands.  With 
wide  opening  you  often  have  uneven 
amounts  of  soil  on  either  side  of  the  fur- 
row making  for  a  poor  covering  job.  This 
makes  spring  cultivation  very  difficult 
and  probably  causes  a  loss  of  potential 
yield.  For  all  of  these  reasons,  it  is  ad- 
visable that  growers  stick  to  a  furrow 
width  they  can  handle. 

The  depth  of  the  planting  furrow 
should  be  deep  enough  to  provide  for  a 
good  cover  and  also  so  that  stubble  cane 
will  be  well  within  the  row  and  not 
sticking  out  on  top  of  the  row  by  second 
stubble.  However,  it  should  not  be  too 
deep  so  that  drainage  is  a  problem.  The 
old  research  work  says  that  the  stalks 
should  be  a  couple  of  inches  above  the 
water  furrow  or  wheel  furrow  so  that 
water  can  still  drain  down  and  away 
from  the  stalks. 

You  must  use  the  best  seed  cane 
possible.  In  normal  years,  growers 
usually  have  a  choice  of  fields  of  seed 
cane;  however,  that  may  not  be  possible 
this  year.  When  available,  do  use  either 
heat  treated  or  Kleentek  seed  so  that 
you  have  the  very  best  planting 
material  in  the  ground. 

Cover  to  a  depth  of  four  inches  of 
packed  soil.  This  doesn't  mean  4  inches 
on  one  end  of  the  field  and  6  or  8  inches 
on  the  other  end.  There  are  covering 
tools  that  can  regulate  the  amount  of 
soil.  Cover  cane  well  and  avoid  the 
temptation  to  bury  cane  following  the 
freeze  of  last  year. 


If  you  are  in  an  area  that  tends  to 
erode  badly  there  are  some  extra  things 
you  should  think  about.  Covering  too 
deep  is  not  one  of  them.  You  can  always 
try  to  come  back  late  in  the  fall  or  early 
winter  and  add  some  extra  soil  after 
cane  has  germinated  if  you  have  erosion 
during  October  and  November.  Second- 
ly, you  should  consider  the  type  of  pre- 
emergence  weed  control  program  you 
are  using.  In  areas  that  tend  to  erode, 
get  away  from  broadcast  or  a  very  wide 
band  and  go  to  a  band  application.  The 
thinking  here  is  to  encourage  some 
winter  weeds  to  come  up  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  row  and  hold  that  row 
in  place  during  the  winter.  If  you  have 
opened  a  good,  straight  furrow  down  the 
middle  of  uniform  rows,  then  a  band 
width  of  30  inches  should  cover  the  area 
in  which  the  cane  will  be  germinating. 
If  you  have  done  all  of  this  right,  the  rest 
of  the  row  can  be  cultivated  to  control 
weeds  and  you  will  not  need  chemicals 
on  it.  In  order  to  arrive  at  a  24  inch  wide 
band  of  clean  row,  you  will  have  to  start 
a  little  wider.  But  in  soils  that  erode 
easily  you  should  not  be  using  any  kind 
of  semi-broadcast  or  application  that 
will  only  make  row  erosion  worse  and 
remove  part  of  your  4  inch  cover  over 
the  cane. 

Also  some  herbicides  are  more  solu- 
ble than  others  and  will  move  in  the  soil 
faster  than  others.  Again,  if  you  are  in 
an  area  where  row  erosion  tends  to  be 
a  problem,  you  may  want  to  select  the 
chemical  that  will  move  the  least.  This 
spring  where  there  were  almost  com- 
plete plant  cane  stand  failures  due  to 
row  erosion  before  the  hard  freeze,  not 
only  were  there  no  cane  shoots  to  be 
seen  but  also  no  weeds.  This  would 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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indicate  that  the  herbicide  had  either 
moved  on  its  own  or  the  row  erosion 
moved  it  so  that  there  were  no  winter 
weeds  anywhere  to  help  hold  the  row  in 
place  during  the  winter  months. 

Make  sure  you  have  your  equipment 
ready  long  before  the  planting  season 
begins.  September  10th  is  not  the  time 
to  start  working  on  the  hydraulic  rams 
on  the  front  table  of  planter's  aids  or  on 
covering  tools.  The  planting  job  you  are 
getting  ready  to  do  may  be  the  most  im- 
portant you  will  have  ever  undertaken. 
It  could  very  well  determine  your  future. 


VARIETIES  TO  PLANT 

This  year,  as  in  past  years,  we  still 
feel  that  the  varieties  to  place  the  most 
emphasis  on  will  be  CP  70-321  and  CP 
65-357.  As  growers,  you  know  about 
these  canes  and  what  they  can  do  for 
you.  You  also  know  their  problems.  The 
other  varieties  are  not  as  predictable  as 
these  two  canes.  During  normal  years 
CP  70-321  and  CP  65-357  combined  oc- 
cupy some  60  to  70%  of  the  acreage. 
Following  the  hard  freeze  the  variety 
census  of  1990  may  not  truly  indicate 
what  growers  would  like  to  have  in  their 
fields.  Most  growers  will  try  to  get  these 
two  varieties  back  to  this  percentage  of 
their  acreage  if  they  have  the  seed 
available. 

CP  72-370  and  CP  74-383  probably 
are  the  next  two  varieties  when  it  comes 
to  consistency.  Most  growers  either  like 
these  or  they  hate  them.  Both  have  their 
problems  which  you  have  learned  how 
to  minimize  while  taking  advantage  of 
their  strong  points.  CP  72-370  is  normal- 
ly consistant  although  seldom  an 
outstanding  yielder.  It  is  susceptible  to 
Asulox  and  does  not  shade  well.  CP 


74-383  is  on  the  low  side  in  sugar  per  ton 
and  has  some  problems  in  trying  to 
establish  a  plant  cane  stand.  However, 
it  has  good  tonnage,  good  stubbling 
ability  and,  most  importantly,  it 
harvests  well.  Growers  should  try  to 
plant  some  of  these  varieties  as  part  of 
their  acreage.  Both  CP  76-331  and  CP 
79-318  are  outstanding  yielding  canes; 
however,  both  have  given  extreme  dif- 
ficulty in  harvesting.  Although  CP 
79-318  has  come  back  very  well  after  the 
freeze,  it  is  questionable  whether 
growers  should  try  to  plant  a  large 
acreage  of  this  cane  until  they  can  figure 
out  how  to  harvest  it. 

CROP  REPORT 

As  of  this  writing,  July  13, 1990,  the 
better  cane  in  the  belt  is  growing  ade- 
quately. However,  the  poorer  stands  are 
not  growing  as  well  and  have  fallen 
behind  in  height.  There  are  several 
thoughts  as  to  why  cane  in  poorer  stands 
is  not  growing  well.  For  one  thing,  we 
have  not  had  the  amounts  of  rain 
necessary  to  take  advantage  of  the 
strong  sunlight  we  have  received. 
Secondly,  these  cane  shoots  were  very 
weak  by  the  time  they  began  to  grow 
this  spring.  Because  of  the  freeze  and 
the  extended  wet  period  this  spring, 
most  of  the  nutrients  in  either  the 
mother  stalk  or  the  stubble  pieces  were 
used  up.  In  any  year,  these  weakened 
shoots  have  a  difficult  time  growing  well 
and  once  stunted  seem  to  grow  slowly  all 
year  long.  A  third  factor,  involves  the 
gaps  in  the  fields  which  have  poorer 
stands.  This  author  recalls  a  spacing  ex- 
periment conducted  by  Drs.  James 
Irvine  and  Gerd  Benda  several  years 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE: 

MODEL 

#  OF  ITEMS 

TYPE  OF  IMPLEMENT 

JD 

1 

3  ROW  ROW  PLOW 

JD 

1 

JD  1000  FIELD  CULTIVATOR 

JD 

2 

3  ROW 

JD 

2 

4  ROW 

JD 

1 

SINGLE  ROW  SUB  SOILERS 

JD 

2 

TWO  ROW  SUB  SOILERS 

J&L 

3 

SHAVERS 

CASTAGNOIS 

2 

SHAVERS 

FERGASON 

1 

3  ROW  TILLER 

JD 

2 

DRAIN  PLOW 

JD 

1 

C21  FIELD  CULTIVATOR 

JD 

1 

1630  DISK  HARROW 

FERGSON 

1 

DRAIN  PLOW 

J&L 

1 

LAND  LEVELER 

JD 

1 

6  BOTTOM  PLOW 

JD 

2 

4  BOTTOM  PLOW 

JD 

1 

3  BOTTOM  PLOW 

2 

1000  GAL.  AMMONIA  TANKS 

2 

8000  GAL.  AMMONIA  TANKS 

2 

3  ROW  JOHN  BLUE  FERTILIZER  APP. 

parts  JD 

1 

1630  DISK  HARROW 

JD 

3  ROW  BEARINGS  ARCHES  HOUSINGS 

JD 

1 

4020  POWER  SHIFT  HI-CROP 

BROUS 

1 

LOADER  MOUNT  ATTACHMENT 

5 

3/4  AN  1/2  TON  PICKUPS 
CHEVY  AND  FORD 

6 

TRANSLOADER  CARTS 

3 

CANE  LOADERS 

2 

PRENTIS  TRANSLOADERS 

J&L 

1 

SINGLE  ROW  HARVESTER 

JD 

2 

4240  HI-CROP  POWER  SHIFT 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL:     (504)  473-9394 
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bill,    which    awaits    the    Governor's 
signature,  will  provide  more  notice  to 
business  and  industry  about  changes  in 
and/or  additions  to  current  regulations. 

GENERAL 

HB  460  (Guzzardo)  increases  the 
access  for  tractor -trailer  combinations 
between  the  interstate  system  and  other 
highways  from  three  to  ten  miles.  This 
bill  has  been  signed  by  the  Governor. 

HB  1225  (Gee)  provides  that  the  load 
on  any  vehicle  can  project  12  inches 
(instead  of  six  inches)  beyond  the  width 
of  its  body. 

HCR  153  memorialized  Congress  to 
provide  federal  disaster  relief  for  the 
sugar  cane  industry  in  Louisiana. 

HB  1368  (Gaudin)  would  have 
significantly  limited  the  circumstances 
under  which  leases  could  be  dissolved. 
We  were  able  to  amend  sugar  out  of  this 
bill,  but  because  of  its  controversial 
nature  and  impact  on  other  businesses 
and  industries,  the  bill  died  on  the 
calendar. 

The  above  issues  are  the  highlights 
of  the  bills  for  the  sugar  industry  that 
were  killed  or  passed.  Please  feel  free  to 
contact  us  if  you  have  questions  about 
a  bill  that  was  not  mentioned  or  would 
like  further  information  about  one  of  the 
above  issues. 


FARM  NOTES 

(Continued  from  page  15) 
ago  at  the  Houma  Station.  When 
planted  under  crowded  conditions, 
similar  to  normal  field  conditions,  cane 
suckered  and  then  developed  into 
millable  stalks.  When  spaced  widely 
apart,  similar  to  poor  stands  of  cane  this 
spring,  cane  suckered  but  never  made 
very  many  millable  stalks.  Based  on  this 
author's  recollection  of  this  spacing  ex- 
periment, less  cane  may  be  produced  in 
these  poor  stand  fields  than  what 
growers  had  hoped  for. 


CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  1988  Cameco  2-Row 
Harvester.  JD  engine,  factory  cab  & 
air,  791  hours  split  system.  Call 
(318)  364-8903  (day)  or  (318) 
365-5036  (night). 


FOR  SALE:  230-21'  Flat  Chopper 
John  Deere  —  $3,200.00  Steiger 
Bearcat  II  #3416-1974,  4  wheel 
drive  —  $10,000.00.  D17  Hi-Boy 
Spray  Rig  1973  —  $4,000.00.  1965 
American  Grain  Trailer  #14285  — 
$4,000.00.  1989  V-Ditcher  —  new 
—  $2,000.00. 


FOR  SALE:  Seed  cane:  CP70-321 
Kleentek  Progeny,  Plant  cane.  Will 
sell  either  by  Ton  or  Acre.  Call 
L  &  D  Farms  (318)  346-6469  or 
(318)  346-4646. 


BUY,  SELL  OR  TRADE:  Int'l  1066 
Hi-clearance  —  $9,750.00,  Int'l 
1086  —  $8,250.00,  Int'l  1466  — 
$4,750.00,  Int'l  806  —  $5,750.00, 
Int'l  706  —  $4,750.00,  Broussard 
Cane  Loader  Mounted  560  — 
$4,500.00,  2  Tatum  Cane  Carts  — 
$10,000.00,  3  Row  JD  Choppers 
with  attachments  —  $4,500.00,  Z  - 
Ripper  7  Chanks  —  $800.00,  JD 
Chisel  Plow  13  Pics  —  $1,050.00. 
Call  Dugas  Farms  (318)  845-4774. 


FOR  SALE:  1974  Cane  Cutter 
Broussard  —  $15,000.00,  1974 
Cane  Loader  on  1 066  l-H  Tractor  — 
$10,000.00,  1974  KW  Truck  18 
Wheeler  —  $3,200.00,  1968  KW 
Truck  18  Wheeler  with  winch  on 
back  13  speed  —  $6,500.00,  1970 
Dump  Trailer  —  $2,350.00,  3  Row 
Chopper  ready  to  go  —  $1 ,500.00, 
74-1466  l-H  Tractor  —  $5,500.00, 
74-1066  l-H  Tractor  —  $5,500.00. 
FINANCING  AVAILABLE  ON  ALL 
SALES  —  Call  (318)  367-2152  — 
Ask  for  Carl  Plessala. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 

much  greater  than  the  change  intro- 
duced by  the  new  reagent  system.  Also, 
the  cane  analysis  by  the  core  is  designed 
to  share  the  value  of  the  sugar  produced 
between  the  cane  suppliers;  a  slight 
overall  decrease  in  juice  purity  would  be 
compensated  for  by  a  slight  increase  in 
factory  liquidation  factor.  Third,  except 
for  raw  sugar,  all  the  factory  data  are 
used  for  process  control  and  fit  into  the 
category  of  ''useful"  numbers  rather 
than  absolute  numbers.  Last,  the  varia- 
tion in  polarization  value  due  to  dif- 
ferent amounts  of  reagent  is  much  less 
with  the  new  reagent  than  with  lead 
subacetate,  especially  for  final  molasses. 

Some  procedures  which  do  not  re- 
quire chemical  clarification  have  been 
developed  but  these  require  additional 
equipment  which  may  be  quite  expen- 
sive. For  example,  very  short  cell  length 
polariscopes  and  ultrafiltration  systems 
for  the  samples.  A  description  of  an 
ultrafiltration  system  was  given  at  the 
recent  ASSCT  Florida  meeting  by  Ron 
DeStefano  of  the  U.S.  Sugar  Corporation 
in  Clewiston.  A  self  cleaning  rotating 
membrane  system  was  used  for  crusher 
juice  analysis  (upon  which  their  pay- 
ment system  is  based)  and  performed 
very  satisfactorily.  However,  rather 
larger  juice  volumes  seem  to  be  required 
than  are  available  from  the  core  system 
and  there  is  limited  information  on  its 
performances  with  very  muddy  juices. 
Even  so,  this  is  a  very  interesting 
development  which  we  will  be  following 
closely  as  they  use  it  for  routine  juice 
analysis  next  crop.  The  polarization 
data  from  this  system  was  again  lower 
than  obtained  with  dry  lead  subacetate. 

The  change  to  a  new  analytical 
system  will  inevitably  result  in  a  discon- 
tinuity of  factory  report  data  and  de- 
tailed comparison  with  data  from 
previous  years  may  be  difficult.  We  have 


(Continued  from  page  11) 

already  seen  this  to  some  extent  in  the 
mills  that  are  now  using  the  refrac- 
tometer  rather  than  the  spindle  for  brix 
determination.  After  the  experience 
with  the  new  reagent  systems  during 
the  forthcoming  crop  we  should  have  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  put  together  a 
standardized  set  of  laboratory  pro- 
cedures for  the  foreseeable  future. 

Following  the  article  on  molasses 
desugarization  in  the  June  issue,  I 
received  (source  unknown,  unfortunate- 
ly) a  copy  of  a  note  in  the  International 
Sugar  Journal  which  referred  to  the 
marketing  of  "chromatographic 
separator  technology"  applicable  to 
molasses.  This  appeared  to  be  in  conflict 
with  my  comment  that  it  is  probable 
that  such  technology  can  be  developed. 
The  company  with  this  technology  is  a 
beet  producer  and  my  article  states  that 
they  are  more  advanced  in  this  area 
than  is  the  cane  industry.  My  specific 
point  was  that  we  can  probably  develop 
all  the  technology  required  for  the  pro- 
cessing of  cane  molasses  but  the 
economics  will  remain  questionable.  We 
should  also  bear  in  mind  that  companies 
may  announce  technological  advances 
before  they  are  ready,  in  order  to  gauge 
the  response.  If  the  response  is  good  they 
will  proceed,  but  if  the  response  is  poor 
they  may  shelve  the  project. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.       (318)  367-8233 
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More  on  Mechanical  Planters 

(Continued  from  page  8) 


constant  than  desired.  To  eliminate  this 
they  have  bypassed  all  components  so 
that  a  full  flow  of  oil  can  reach  the 
cylinder  in  every  return  stroke.  The 
second  problem  they  encountered  was 
the  gap  left  by  the  irregular  loads  of  the 
grab  loader.  To  help  compensate  the 
feed,  they  added  a  second  pressure 
switch  to  recognize  any  voids  in  the  load 
of  cane  and  give  the  cylinder  a  faster 
speed  when  these  gaps  occurred.  These 


a  similar  system  as  described  above,  ex- 
cept one  that  is  equipped  with  a  servo 
valve  which  is  an  automatic  valve  that 
has  the  capability  to  work  within  a 
desired  range  of  oil  pressures.  Instead  of 
being  limited  to  one  setting,  this  system 
should  enable  a  grower  to  dial  several 
settings  according  to  the  planting  con- 
ditions. It  is  important  to  note  that  this 
new  system  will  only  work  with  tractors 
that  are  equipped  with  a  closed  loop 


Control  panel  on  A,  F.  Allain  planter. 


changes  have  greatly  improved  the  con- 
sistency of  their  planters  by  helping  to 
keep  a  constant  supply  of  cane  to  the 
drum. 

In  an  effort  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
damage  done  to  the  seed  cane,  through 
the  years  they  have  tried  different  types 
of  rakes,  and  have  found  that  the 
"rabbit-ear"  type  has  worked  best  for 
them.  They  have  also  found  that  a  slow 
turning  drum  with  a  constant  supply  of 
cane  has  worked  well.  All  of  their 
mechanical  planters  are  hooked  up  with 


hydraulic  system  (most  of  the  newer 
tractors).  Only  a  limited  amount  of 
planting  has  been  done  with  this  ar- 
rangement and  the  bugs  still  need  to  be 
worked  out,  but  according  to  the  Allains, 
this  new  system  should  be  a  winner. 

Next  month  we  will  review  more  im- 
provements. Once  again,  if  you,  or  some- 
one you  know  has  made  adjustments 
which  have  helped  the  planting  opera- 
tion, let  us  know  about  it.  Other  growers 
may  want  to  know  about  these  changes 
as  well. 


AUGUST  1,  1990 


19 


Commercial  Members  of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


ASSUMPTION  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
P.O.  Box  398  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

THE  BARTLETT  COMPANY 

Chemical  Brokers 

4955  River  Road 

P.O.  Box  10710 

Jefferson,  LA  70181 

THE  CROPMATE  COMPANY 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.O.  Box  28  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

CAMECO  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  968  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

FIRST  COMMERCIAL  BANK 
521  Main  St.  Franklin,  LA  70538 

DUPLANTIER,  HRAPMANN, 

HOGAN,  &  MAHER 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

821  Gravier  Suite  1300 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

ESTES  REFRACTORY 
P.O.  Box  94  Jeanerette,  LA  70514 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK 

IN  DONALDSONVILLE 

P.O.  BOX  108        Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

F.  C.  SCHAFFER  &  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

1020  Florida  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

WESTWAY  TRADING  CORP. 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  Suite  700 

New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

NADLER,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  359 

Plaquemine,  LA  70765 


NATIONAL  BANK 

FOR  COOPERATIVES 

Jackson  Region 

1800E,  County  Line  Road 

P.O.  Box  16099 

Jackson,  MS  39236 

OUACHITA  FERTILIZER 

Route  7,  Box  49-F 

New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

DRAVO  LIME  COMPANY 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

SELF  INSURANCE  ADMINISTRATORS 

P.O.  Box  11509 

New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1509 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 

FIRST  SOUTH  PCA 
P.O.  Box  667  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

P.O.  Box  10908  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

STANDARD  SUPPLY  &  HARDWARE 

CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  60620         New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

ST.  MARY  BANK  &  TRUST  CO. 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MFG.,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  71  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

WHITNEY  NATIONAL  BANK 

228  St.  Charles  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

RAYNE  STATE  BANK 

AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  99 

Duson,  LA.  70529 

3-D  CHEMICAL,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  607 

St.  Martinville,  LA.  70582 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
fhibodaux,  La.  70301 


[Address  Correction  Requested) 


BULK  RATE 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT  NO.  43 
Thibodaux,  La. 


SERIALS  DEFT. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  UNIV. 

LIBRARY 

BATON  ROUGE  LA  70803 


The  Sugar 
Bulletin 

OFFICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A. 


|: 

| 

f           JllMB 

if' 

v-> 

| 

^^  t 

\ 

flBSMfc;. 

■  ^vjZ 

i 
Of"'' 

^         I  J! 

K 

'■  ■.  :   ' 

FRED  Y.  CLARK 
King  Sucrose  XLIX 


We  stand  for  the  encouragement  of  Home 
Industries  as  against  Foreign  Competition 


Vol.  68  -  No.  12 


SEPTEMBER  1,  1990 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr.,  Editor  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  Research  and  Field  Representative 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Agronomist 

John  Constant,  Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens,  Office  Secretary 


Washington  Representative: 
Wallace  and  Edwards,  Inc. 
1150  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. 
Suite  507 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 
Phone:  (202)  331-4331 


Baton  Rouge  Representative: 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
6216  Riverbend  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70820 
Phone:  (504)  766-1359 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA. 
Phone:  (504)  448-3707 


70301 


OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

III,  Jeanerette,  LA 


William  S.  Patout, 

President 
Dr.  Daniel  Viator,  Youngsville,  LA 

1st  Vice-President 
P.  J.  "Pete"  deGravelles,  Franklin,  LA 

Vice  President  —  General  Manager 


Pat  Accardo,  Franklin,  LA 
Bryan  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 
J.  G.  Beaud,  Jr.,  New  Roads,  LA 
Bert  Beyt,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Ramon  E.  Billeaud,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Felix  Blanchard,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville,  LA 
Neal  Bolton,  St.  James,  LA 
Joseph  E.  Boudreaux,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Fred  Y.  Clark,  Franklin,  LA 
Lawrence  Dugas,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Dan  Duplantis,  Raceland,  LA 
Paul  Ellender,  Bourg,  LA 
John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 
Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 
Mike  Graugnard,  Edgard,  LA 
Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Roddy  Hulett,  St.  Martinville,  LA 
Bobby  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 
Kenneth  Kahao,  Port  Allen,  LA 
Denis  Lanaux,  Killona,  LA 
Melvin  Landry,  New  Iberia,  LA 
D.  C.  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 
Jerry  McKee,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  LA 
R.  L.  Roane,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  LA 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  DC 

Vice  President  —  Government  Relations 
Patrick  Cancienne,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Treasurer 
Irving  Legendre,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Secretary 


Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 
Roland  Talbot,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 
James  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
Glenn  Timmons,  Brusly,  LA 
Eugene  Woods,  Paincourtville,  LA 

HONORARY  MEMBERS 

Joseph  G.  Beaud,  Sr.,  New  Roads,  LA 
Charles  Billeaud,  Broussard,  LA 
Paul  G.  Borron,  Jr.,  Plaquemine,  LA 
Jerry  L.  Dickson,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Gilbert  J.  Durbin,  New  Orleans,  LA 
F.  Evans  Farwell,  New  Orleans,  LA 
J.  N.  Foret,  Jr.,  Mathews,  La. 
Andrew  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 
F.  A.  Graugnard,  St.  James,  LA 
Warren  J.  Harang,  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  LA 
Lloyd  Lauden,  New  Orleans,  LA 
E.  W.  McNeil,  Brusly,  LA 
J.  Randolph  Roane,  Jeanerette,  LA 
Charles  C.  Savoie,  Belle  Rose,  LA 
Edward  T.  Supple,  Bayou  Goula,  LA 
E.  Berkshire  Terrill,  Brusly,  LA 
John  Thibaut,  Napoleonville,  LA 
M.  V.  Yarbrough,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 


POSTMASTER:   Send  address  changes  to  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN,  206  E.  BAYOU  RD.,  THIBODAUX,  LA.  70301. 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


One  of  the  most  durable  parts 

on  a  MAXXUM  tractor 

is  made  of  paper. 


Everything  on  the  new  Case  International  MAXXUM  tractors  is 
designed  to  last,  including  the  5-year,  5,000-hour  warranty  on  the 
entire  tractor.*  That's  the  best  warranty  in  the  business,  by  far. 

It  just  goes  to  show  how  much  Case  International  believes  in  the 
durability  and  reliability  of  MAXXUM  tractors. 

What  makes  the  MAXXUM  tractor  so  durable?  It  comes  equipped 
with  one  of  three  proven  Case  International  diesel  engines.  They're 
durable,  dependable  and  guaranteed  to  deliver  both  high  torque 
rise  and  high  fuel  economy.  You  can  feel  confident  knowing  that 
more  than  250,000  similar  engines  are  in  use  around  the  world. 
Count  on  them  to  perform  —  trouble-free  —  for  thousands  and 
thousands  of  hours. 

Come  in  to  see  the  Case  International  line  of  MAXXUM  tractors 
today. 


*  Excluding  tires,  which  are  covered  by  their  own  manufacturer's  warranties.  A  $200  deductible 
applies  to  each  repair  after  the  first  year.  aJI  Case  Company  1989 
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UP  FRONT 
WITH  THE  LEAGUE 

By  P.  J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 


FRED  Y.  CLARK, 

On  Saturday,  August  4,  1990,  the 
Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  and  Fair 
Association  announced  that  Fred  Y. 
Clark  of  Franklin,  Louisiana  will  reign 
as  King  Sucrose  XLIX  at  the  Sugar 
Cane  Festival  beginning  on  Thursday, 
September  27th  in  New  Iberia,  LA.  Mr. 
Clark  succeeds  Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr. 
of  Thibodaux  who  served  as  King 
Sucrose  XLVIII.  Wendy  Thomas  of 
Houma  currently  holds  the  title  of 
Queen  Sugar. 

A  native  of  Louisiana,  the  newly  an- 
nounced King  Sucrose  is  the  President 
and  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  Sterling 
Sugars,  a  large  grower  and  processor  of 


1  -800-738-2263 

Parts  -  Parts  -  Parts 

New,  Used,  Rebuilt  Parts  for  l-H, 
John  Deere,  Oliver  and  A.C.  We 
ship  nationwide  &  can  find  parts 
for  any  Tractor,  Big  Truck  &  Con- 
struction Equipment. 

We  specialize  in  Hi-Crop  Tractor 
Parts. 

Consider  Used  or  Rebuilt  Parts 
or  Engines  —  Remember  the 
Cane  Crop  is  Short. 

CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS 

Route  1,  Box  319-T 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

(318)  276-3453 


King  Sucrose  XLIX 

sugarcane,  in  Franklin,  LA.  A  graduate 
of  Northwestern  State  University,  he 
holds  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
Business  Administration  and  a  Masters 
of  Education  degree  in  Education  Ad- 
ministration and  Supervision.  He  also 
holds  the  designation  of  Certified  Public 
Accountant. 

Active  in  many  civic  and  profes- 
sional organizations,  Mr.  Clark  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  since 
September,  1979.  He  was  elected  as  the 
29th  President  of  the  League  in 
September,  1987. 

King  Sucrose  and  his  wife,  Nell  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Becky,  Joe 
and  Neal.  They  also  have  one 
grandchild. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
congratulates  Fred  Clark  for  being 
selected  as  King  Sucrose  XLVIX. 


Ken  Squires 
Pilot 
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Helicopters,  Inc. 

"Precision  Chemical  Control" 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE  WITH  DON  WALLACE 


SENATE  AND  HOUSE  PASS 
1990  FARM  BILL 

Both  the  Senate  and  House  over- 
whelmingly passed  their  versions  of  the 
1990  Farm  Bill  despite  warnings  from 
the  Bush  Administration  that  the  bills 
do  not  achieve  enough  savings.  The 
White  House  has  threatened  to  veto 
either  bill  if  costs  are  not  brought  in  line 
with  the  budget.  Congressional  leaders 
have  indicated  that  further  cuts  most 
likely  will  have  to  be  made  after  the 
budget  summit  between  the  White 
House  and  congressional  negotiators  is 
completed. 

On  July  27,  the  Senate  passed  by  a 
vote  of  70  to  21  a  $54  billion  farm  policy 
bill,  making  very  few  changes  to  the 
legislation  as  approved  by  the  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee.  The  five-year 
bill  essentially  freezes  target  prices  and 
loan  rates  at  1990  levels,  but  allows 
farmers  to  increase  their  land  set-asides 
in  return  for  a  higher  target  price  on  re- 
maining crop  acres. 

Despite  a  strong  effort  by  Senators 
Bill  Bradley  (D-NJ)  and  William  Roth 
(R-DE)  to  cut  the  U.S.  sugar  loan  rate  by 
2  cents  per  pound,  their  amendment  was 
soundly  defeated  by  a  vote  of  54  to  44. 
The  Senate  bill  continues  the  current 
sugar  program  for  five  years  at  a  loan 
rate  of  18  cents  per  pound. 

Both  Senators  Bennett  Johnston 
(D-LA)  and  John  Breaux  (D-LA)  were  in- 
strumental in  defeating  the  Bradley/ 
Roth  amendment.  In  floor  debate, 
Senator  Johnston  questioned  why  the 
program  was  under  attack  when  it 
operates  at  no  cost  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment, arguing  that  cutting  the  support 
price  would  devastate  sugar  production 
in  Louisiana.  "I  don't  know  why  the 
foreign  aid  group,  the  goody-goody  soft- 
headed, American  job  exporting  gang 
wants  to  export  another  set  of  American 
jobs,"  Johnston  said.  Senator  Breaux 
also  spoke  out  against  the  amendment 
saying  the  sugar  program  has  worked 
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well  for  both  consumers  and  producers 
and  should  be  continued. 

The  House,  following  the  Senate's 
lead,  approved  its  version  of  a  new  farm 
bill  on  August  1  by  a  vote  of  327  to  91. 
It  has  been  estimated  the  House  bill  will 
cost  $55  billion  over  five  years.  As  in  the 
Senate,  House  members  rejected  most 
attempts  to  change  the  structure  of  the 
committee-passed  bill.  The  House  bill 
also  freezes  target  prices  at  1990  levels, 
but  allows  farmers,  under  a  flexibility 
plan,  to  plant  various  crops  on  25  per- 
cent of  the  land  now  devoted  to  wheat, 
feed  grains,  cotton,  rice  and  oilseeds,  but 
they  would  not  receive  subsidy 
payments  on  flexible  acres.  Farmers 
could  receive  loans,  however. 

Congressmen  Tom  Downey  (D-NY) 
and  Willis  Gradison  (R-OH)  offered  an 
amendment  to  reduce  the  sugar  loan 
rate  from  18  cents  to  16  cents  per  pound. 
The  House  overwhelmingly  rejected  this 
proposal  by  a  vote  of  271  to  150.  The 
House  bill  continues  the  sugar  loan  rate 
at  the  current  18  cents  per  pound,  but 
adds  a  minimum  annual  quota  of  1.25 
million  tons  and  allows  USDA  to  impose 
marketing  controls  on  domestic  pro- 
ducers in  any  year  when  the  quota  was 
expected  to  fall  below  that  amount. 

Congressman  Jerry  Huckaby  (D-LA) 
led  the  debate  against  the  Downey/ 
Gradison  amendment.  He  was  sup- 
ported by  numerous  other  members,  in- 
cluding Congressmen  Clyde  Holloway 
(R-LA),  Billy  Tauzin  (D-LA),  and  Jimmy 
Hayes  (D-LA).  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee Chairman  Kika  de  la  Garza  (D- 
TX)  said  during  House  debate,  "The  bot- 
tom line  is  it  is  jobs  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  farmers  in  the  United 
States.  It's  jobs,  jobs  in  the  USA." 

A  conference  committee  will  be  ap- 
pointed to  reconcile  differences  between 
the  House  and  Senate  versions.  It  is  ex- 
pected the  conference  committee  will 
begin  its  work  after  the  August  races. 

(Continued  on  page  14) 


FARM  NOTES  By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

GOOD  PLANTING  PRACTICES  —  USE  GOOD  SEED 
FALL  WEED  CONTROL  —  CROP  CONDITIONS  —  POLADO  ON  SHORT  CANE 


In  the  last  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin,  I  wrote  about  planting  prac- 
tices that  League  Agronomists  think 
will  benefit  growers.  Most  of  this  infor- 
mation comes  from  discussions  held 
with  other  scientists,  extension  person- 
nel and  growers  throughout  the  cane 
belt.  The  Cooperative  Extension  Service 
has  distributed  its  planting  recommen- 
dations which  are  available  through 
your  local  county  agent's  office.  All  of 
these  suggestions  and  recommendations 
should  help  you  achieve  a  better  job  of 
planting.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will  keep 
these  recommendations  handy  and 
follow  them  as  closely  as  possible.  Not 
only  do  they  provide  variety  information 
but  also  information  on  furrow  opening, 
covering  and  weed  control.  Producing 
good  yields  of  cane  depends  greatly  upon 
a  good  planting.  It  costs  you  too  much 
money  in  the  long  run  to  take  a  few 
shortcuts  now.  Do  it  right! 

Keeping  good  planting  maps  is  one 
part  of  the  planting  operation  that  is 
often  overlooked.  Not  only  are  good  field 
maps  important  for  you  to  determine 
where  you  have  a  particular  variety 
planted,  but  they  also  become  important 
for  weed  control,  borer  control,  seed 
usage,  harvest  scheduling  and  just 
about  every  other  aspect  of  sugarcane 
production.  Besides  needing  to  know 
where  each  variety  is  for  all  of  these  pur- 
poses, growers  should  be  warned  that 
the  newer  varieties  look  very  much 
alike  and  that  it  is  increasingly  more 
difficult  for  the  variety  experts  to 
distinguish  among  them.  It  takes  a  little 
bit  of  time  each  day,  but  growers  will 
find  this  is  time  well  spent  if  they  learn 
how  to  keep  good,  accurate  records  of 
their  planting  operation. 


USE  GOOD  SEED 

There  are  volumes  of  research  data 
in  Louisiana  describing  the  effects  of  the 
use  of  diseased  seed  cane.  Granted,  there 
are  some  growers  who  in  1990  will  be 
forced  to  plant  whatever  they  have  as  a 
result  of  the  1989  freeze.  However,  when 
given  a  choice,  no  grower  should  ever 
plant  what  he  knows  to  be  diseased 
(RSD  and/or  mosaic)  seed.  A  long  term 
heat  treatment  program  has  given 
proven  results  for  many  growers.  The 
key  has  been  to  use  the  hot  water  tanks 
consistently  each  year  and  follow  the 
recommendations  in  the  handling  and 
planting  of  the  seed  properly.  Kleentek, 
certified  seed  cane  sold  by  CGI,  has  also 
proven  beneficial  to  this  industry  in  pro- 
viding a  good  source  of  clean  seed. 
Kleentek,  like  heat  treated  seed,  has 
been  shown  to  be  superior  to  diseased 
seed  cane  sources.  Use  the  best  seed 
source  you  have  on  hand.  Plan  on  being 
in  either  a  heat  treating  program  or  else 
use  Kleentek  seed. 

FALL  WEED  CONTROL 

The  planting  operation  is  not  com- 
plete until  it  is  followed  with  a  good  her- 
bicide program  to  control  weeds  on  the 
band  over  the  planting  furrow.  The 
planting  recommendations  contain  all  of 
the  weed  control  recommendations  that 
you  will  need  this  fall.  It  is  important 
that  you  follow  this  information  and 
keep  good  records  of  what  you  spray. 
New  laws  are  being  discussed  in 
Washington  that  will  determine  the 
amount  of  records  you  must  keep  with 
regard  to  pesticide  usage.  You  should 
get  in  the  habit  of  keeping  those  kinds 
of  records  now  since  it  is  only  a  matter 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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A.  A.  HARMON  &  CO. 

(A  Corporation  of  Certified  Public  Accountants) 

Professionals  in  Planning  for: 
Cash  Flow  Accounting  Taxes 

Retirement  Computerization  Estates 

311  Baronne  Street,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

Call  collect  —  Glenn  V.  Weick  or  David  M.  Bassemier 

(504)  586-0581 


GOODYEAR 


SPECIAL 
SURE-GRIP  TD-8 


GOODYEAR  TIRES  FOR 
YOUR  CAR,  TRUCK,  FARM 
OR  OFF  HWY.  EQUIPMENT 


NOBODY  FITS  YOU 
LIKE  GOODYEAR 


•  24  HR.  ROAD  SERVICE 

•  COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE 
CERTIFIED  SERVICE 

•  TRUCK  TIRE  BALANCE 
AND  ALIGNMENT 


SUPER  TRACTION  •  SUPEI 


7:30  AM  -  6:00  PM  MON.  -  FRI. 
7:30  AM  -  1 :00  PM  SAT 
1203  ST.  PATRICK  HWY 
GENERAL  ELECTRIC  THIBODAUX 

AUTHORIZED  DEALER  YOUR  ON  FARM  SERVICE  SPECIALIST 


SBSTOP 


GOODYEAR  AUTO  SERVICE  CENTER 
1  -800-256-1 269        (504)  447-2696 
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More  on  Mechanical  Planters 

by  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  Agronomist 
and  Windell  Jackson,  Senior  Agronomist 

The  following  article  was  sent  to  us  by  Mr.  Roland  Talbot  of  Thibodaux,  La. 
Mr.  Talbot  farms  some  375  acres  and  is  chairman  of  the  League's  Farm  Machinery 
Committee.  He  has  spent  much  of  his  time  working  on  ways  to  improve  the  efficien- 
cy of  his  cane  planter,  cane  piler  and  other  pieces  of  equipment  Mr.  Talbot  has  had 
success  with  the  carrier  or  slat  type  planter  and  has  been  able  to  improve  his  seed 
rate  and  distribution  over  the  last  few  years.  He  normally  plants  about  130  acres 
per  year  and  averages  about  a  5  to  1  planting  ratio.  He  has  averaged  29.5  tons  per 
acre  and  6364  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  over  the  last  three  years.  All  of  his  cane 
is  planted  with  a  mechanical  planter. 


CANE  PLANTER 

By  Roland  Talbot 


Let  me  begin  in  1976  when  I  first 
purchased  my  cane  planter.  I  can  recall 
the  days  of  my  first  year  when  frequent 
trips  to  the  shop  for  repairs  were  a 
common  occurrence. 

I  knew  from  that  time  on  that  if  I 
intended  to  plant  cane  mechanically 
that  two  major  problems  had  to  be 
resolved.  The  first  problem  was  to 
improve  the  structure  of  the  planter  to 
eliminate  or  reduce  breakdown  time. 
This  problem  was  soon  resolved  and 
exceeded  expectations. 

The  second  problem  was  to  improve 
the  efficiency  of  the  planter  by  reducing 
bundles  of  cane,  reducing  skips  and 
decreasing  damage  to  seed  cane.  This 
problem  has  been  and  will  be  in  the 
future  a  complex  problem  to  resolve. 

Part  of  the  problem  of  the  cane 
planter  is  human.  Peer  pressure  by 
those  involved  in  fixing  cane,  complain- 
ing to  the  operator  about  leaving  skips 
cause  the  operator  of  the  planter  to  over 
plant.  The  end  result  of  this  action  is  an 
increase  in  bundles  of  cane  and  the  need 
of  using  more  seed  than  necessary. 

To    relieve    the    operator    of   peer 


pressure  and  the  drudgery  of  maintain- 
ing eye-hand  coordination  to  feed  the 
planter,  the  first  of  my  automated 
feeding  systems  was  devised.  This 
method  allowed  a  certain  thickness  or 
layer  of  cane  under  the  rakes.  The 
operator  could  no  longer  over  feed  cane 
to  the  planter. 

With  this  problem  resolved  others 
could  be  more  easily  recognized.  For  in- 
stance, a  thinner  layer  of  cane  was  used, 
hopefully  to  relieve  compactness  of  cane 
and  reduce  seed  damage.  The  results 
were  not  satisfactory.  The  layer  of  cane 
was  too  thin  and  the  feeder  could  not 
respond  quick  enough  to  maintain  a 
satisfactory  rate  of  planting. 

The  next  phase  of  automating  the 
planter  was  to  use  the  head  pressure  of 
the  hydraulic  motor  turning  the  cane 
rakes.  Over  feeding  of  cane  increased 
head  pressure  and  under  feeding 
decreased  head  pressure.  It  was  also 
observed  that  some  varieties  and  con- 
ditions required  different  head  pressures 
to  plant  cane  satisfactorily. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 


8 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


More  on  Mechanical  Planters 


(Continued  from  page  8) 


This  system  consists  of  four  major 
components:  A  spring  loaded  hydraulic 
cylinder,  an  accumulator,  a  flow  control 
valve  and  two  needle  valves.  The  head 
pressure  is  connected  to  the  rod  side  of 
the  cylinder.  The  other  side  of  the 
cylinder  has  three  connections:  one  con- 
nection to  the  accumulator,  the  second 
a  hand  operated  needle  valve  to  the 
head  pressure  and  the  third  a  hand 
operated  needle  valve  to  the  tank.  The 


planting  a  different  variety,  straight  or 
crooked  cane,  fresh  or  old  cut  cane  or 
high  or  low  humidity,  the  operator 
makes  a  simple  pressure  adjustment. 

The  operator  momentarily  opens 
and  closes  the  hand  operated  needle 
valve  on  the  head  pressure  side  to  in- 
crease pressure  in  the  accumulator  to  in- 
crease the  feed  of  cane  to  the  planter. 
Momentarily  opening  and  closing  the 
hand  operated  needle  valve  to  the  tank 
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rod  of  the  hydraulic  cylinder  is  con- 
nected to  the  flow  control  valve  that 
feeds  oil  to  the  hydraulic  motor  that 
feeds  the  cane  to  the  planter. 

Basically,  the  rate  of  feed  of  cane  to 
the  planter  is  determined  by  the  amount 
of  pressure  in  the  accumulator.  When 
planting  conditions  change,  whether  by 


will  decrease  pressure  in  the  accumu- 
lator and  decrease  the  feed  of  cane  to  the 
planter. 

The  answer  to  the  best  possible 
development  of  an  efficient  mechanical 
cane  planter  will  be  to  share  our 
thoughts,  successes  and  failures  with 
other  growers. 
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IN  THE  FACTORY 


CORN  AND  CORN  ULTILIZATION 

Stephen  J.  Clarke 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


I  have  just  been  reading  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  third  conference  on  corn 
utilization.  Although  the  sucrose  pro- 
ducers may  be  unhappy  about  the  in- 
roads that  the  high  fructose  corn  syrup 
producers  have  made  into  the  sweetner 
market,  the  research  that  lead  to  the 
development  of  such  products  was  and 
continues  to  be  first  rate.  The  process- 
ing of  corn  has  a  wider  range  of 
possibilities  than  has  sugar  cane  and 
there  are  ongoing  investigations  into 
many  and  varied  processes  and  pro- 
ducts. Its  value  as  a  source  of  protein 
and  oil  are  not  part  of  this  discussion  but 
is  of  course  significant  for  the  overall 
profitability  of  the  crop.  Corn  is  widely 
grown  at  relatively  low  cost,  may  be 
stored  before  processing  and  also  has  the 
advantage  that  a  wide  variety  of  pro- 
ducts may  be  obtained,  the  overall  pro- 
fitability of  the  system  being  derived 
from  this  range  of  products. 

The  main  topic  of  this  article  is  the 
comparison  of  starch/glucose  from  corn 
with  sucrose  from  cane  (and  beet)  as 
starting  materials  for  chemical  and 
biochemical  transformation.  However, 
there  is  ongoing  interest  in  the  use  of 
the  fiber  from  the  corn  for  furfural  pro- 
duction and  for  lignin.  These  products 
may  also  be  obtained  from  bagasse  and 
the  technology  for  doing  so  is  essential- 
ly the  same,  its  application  being  depen- 
dent on  economic  factors  rather  than 
technical  difficulty.  The  fiber  from  both 
crops  is  lignocellulosic  and  is  composed 
of  cellulose,  hemicellulose  and  lignin, 
this  being  the  order  of  decreasing 
percentage  in  the  fiber.  Traditional  pro- 
cesses have  recovered  one  of  the  com- 
ponents (e.g.   cellulose   for   paper)  by 


chemical  degradation  of  the  others. 
More  recently  developed  techniques 
show  promise  of  recovery  of  both 
cellulose  and  lignin;  the  hemicellulose 
is  much  more  sensitive  and  is  usually 
degraded,  but  could  possibly  yield 
fermentable  products.  All  of  these  are 
actively  being  worked  on  by  the  corn  in- 
dustry and  their  associated  researchers. 
There  is  a  wide  body  of  knowledge  in 
this  area  for  cane,  but  not  much  active 
work  at  present,  at  least  in  this  country. 

Corn  is  usually  harvested  when  the 
kernel  is  dry  and  the  stalks  are  more  or 
less  dried  out.  If  the  stalks  are  harvested 
earlier,  when  sweet  corn  is  mature,  they 
can  be  milled  in  the  same  way  as  cane, 
or  perhaps  closer,  sweet  sorghum.  In 
1969  tests  on  such  corn  were  run  on  the 
Audubon  mill  and  gave  average  com- 
position data  of  about  15%  fiber  and 
about  14%  total  sugars  as  invert.  More 
recent  tests  have  been  carried  out  on 
new  corn  varieties  but  in  neither  case 
did  there  seem  to  be  much  promise. 
There  is  much  activity  in  the  application 
of  genetic  engineering  for  the  develop- 
ment of  new  corn  varieties.  This  is  also 
true  for  sweet  sorghum  where  there  are 
research  projects  to  develop  varieties 
with  very  low  starch  and  with  leaves 
that  would  fall  off  at  maturity.  The  final 
product  would  be  similar  to  cane  but 
planted  from  seed  and  able  to  grow 
under  less  tropical  conditions. 

Sucrose  is  the  storage  carbohydrate 
in  cane  and  for  corn  it  is  starch.  Both 
materials  are  of  great  importance  but 
for  most  purposes  the  starch  is  converted 
to  glucose.  Glucose  is  the  raw  material 
for  a  variety  of  products,  including  high 

(Continued  on  page  15) 
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First  South 
Production  Credit  Association 


New  Iberia 


Experienced  and  Knowledgeable 
Agricultural  Lender 

Offices  in 


Thibodaux 


Farmer  Owned 
Since  1934 


LESTER  SIMON 

Regional  V.P. 
(318)364-0217 


HARVEY  GONSOULIN 

Regional  V.P. 

(504)  446-9450 


CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  230-21 '  Flat  Chopper  John  Deere  —  $3,200.00.  Steiger  Bearcat 
II  -3416-1974,  4  wheel  drive  —  $10,000.00.  D  17  Hi-Boy  Spray  Rig  1973 
—  $4,000.00.  1975  American  Grain  Trailer  -14285  —  $4,000.00.  1989 
V-Ditcher  —  new  —  $2,000.00.  Call  C  &  C  Martin  Farms  at  (318)  828-0904 
after  6  p.m. 


FOR  SALE:  1989  John  Deere  four  post  canopy  cab  with  homemade  door 
and  windows  all  around,  $1,000  firm.  Call  after  6  p.m.  (318)  394-7288. 


FOR  SALE:  Broussard  loader  mounted  on  4020  power  shift,  chain  piler, 
aluminum  cab.  excellent  condition;  J  &  L  Harvester  1965  model  cat  D311 
engine;  Befco  ditcher;  Two  500  gal.  ammonia  tanks.  Call  Patrick  Richard 
(504)  526-4969. 


FOR  SALE:  310  Dozer  case  ready  to  go  $3,250;  450  Dozer  $1 1 ,000  power 
ship  just  go;  1 974  KW  Truck  1 8  Wheeler,  $3,200;  1 968  KW  Truck  1 8  Wheeler 
with  winch  on  back  13  speed,  $6,500;  1970  Dump  Trailer  —  $2,350;  3  house 
trailer  for  sale,  $2,500,  $1 ,500,  $1 ,000,  or  all  for  $4,000.  Financing  available 
on  all  sales  —  Call  (318)  367-2152  —  ask  for  Carl  Plessala. 
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FARMERS  HOME  ADMINISTRATION 

EMERGENCY  LOANS  FOR 

SUGARCANE  FARMERS 


The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  designated  17  primary 
parishes  and  23  contiguous  parishes  for  Farmers  Home  Ad- 
ministration (FmHA)  Emergency  Loans,  effective  June  15, 
1990,  announced  John  C.  McCarthy,  FmHA  State  Director, 
these  parishes  include  Ascension,  Assumption,  Avoyelles, 
Iberia,  Iberville,  Lafayette,  Point  Coupee,  Rapides,  St.  Charles, 
St.  James,  St.  John,  St.  Martin,  St.  Mary,  Terrebonne, 
Vermillion,  West  Baton  Rouge,  and  the  contiguous  parishes 
of  Acadia,  Allen,  Cameron,  Cathoula,  Concordia,  East  Baton 
Rouge,  East  Feliciana,  Evangeline,  Grant,  Jefferson  Davis, 
LaSalle,  Livingston,  Natchitoches,  St.  Landry,  Tangipahoa, 
Vernon,  and  West  Feliciana  for  sugarcane  losses. 

Farmers  are  eligible  to  apply  for  Emergency  Loans  through 
the  local  FmHA  offices  which  are  located  in  each  of  the 
parishes  designated.  Emergency  Loans  are  made  to  farmers 
to  cover  losses  resulting  from  designated  disasters.  Applicants 
who  are  unable  to  obtain  credit  from  other  sources  of  credit 
may  qualify  for  actual  loss  loans  at  4.5%  for  loan  amounts 
not  to  exceed  $500,000.00.  At  present,  applicants  will  not  be 
eligible  for  Emergency  Loans  to  cover  damages  and  losses 
to  any  crop(s)  harvested  after  December  31 ,  1988,  which  were 
not  insured,  but  could  have  been  insured  with  FCIC  crop 
insurance  or  multi-perril  crop  insurance. 

Applications  for  physical  and  production  losses  are  author- 
ized until  NOVEMBER  8, 1990,  for  all  parishes  EXCEPT  West 
Baton  Rouge,  East  Feliciana,  Jefferson  Davis,  and  West 
Feliciana,  which  are  authorized  through  FEBRUARY  16, 1991. 
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of  time  before  these  or  similar  laws 
become  effective. 

A  good  fall  weed  control  program 
has  been  shown  to  pay  off  by  decreasing 
weed  competition  and  allowing  for 
better  cane  growth.  A  clean  band  will 
allow  the  row  to  warm  up  quicker  in  the 
spring  and  will  let  the  cane  get  off  to  a 
good  start  ahead  of  any  weeds.  Good 
weed  control  is  worth  money  to  any 
grower.  Weed  control  is  certainly  not  the 
place  to  try  to  cut  corners  to  save  a 
penny.  Follow  the  weed  control 
recommendations. 

CROP  CONDITIONS 

A  large  part  of  the  cane  belt  has  ex- 
perienced drier  than  normal  weather 
conditions  for  much  of  the  summer 
months.  During  the  76  days  from  June 
1  to  August  15,  1990,  only  7.4  inches  of 
rain  has  fallen  at  the  League  Office  in 
Thibodaux,  La.  This  is  only  40%  of  the 
rain  normally  expected  during  the  three 
summer  months.  As  a  result  of  the  dry 
weather,  cane  height  is  shorter  than 
most  growers  would  like  to  see  it, 
especially  in  the  older  stubble.  The 
gappy  cane  generally  has  not  grown 
well  since  the  spring  but  has  slowed 
down  especially  now  during  the  dry 
weather  and  is  shorter  than  most  other 
fields.  Many  believe  that  the  freeze  of 
1989  hurt  the  root  system  and  is  having 
an  effect  on  the  current  crop  growth.  If 
good  growth  is  not  obtained  during  the 
next  two  months,  these  short  gappy 
fields  will  cause  problems  at  harvest 
time.  Growers  may  have  to  alter  their 
harvesting  operations  to  adjust  to  this 
short  cane.  As  a  result  of  the  dry 
weather,  most  fallow  fields  are  free  of 
weeds  but  many  do  not  have  adequate 
moisture  at  this  time. 

POLADO  ON  SHORT  CANE 

During  1988,  League  Agronomists 
conducted  an  experiment  on  short  cane 
at  South  Coast  Sugars  in  Raceland,  La. 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

The  purpose  of  this  experiment  was 
specifically  to  answer  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  the  use  of  Polado  was 
beneficial  on  short  cane.  On  the  date  of 
application,  September  6,  the  cane 
averaged  58  inches,  which  was  just 
above  the  height  of  the  two-row 
harvester  carriage  system.  The  overall 
crop  condition  was  much  like  this  year 
(gappy  and  grassy)  and  the  resulting 
yields  were  in  the  10  to  15  ton  category. 
The  Polado  was  applied  to  nine  blocks 
of  second  stubble  CP  65-357  with  each 
treated  block  having  an  untreated  check 
block  next  to  it.  All  of  the  cane  was 
hauled  to  the  mill  33  days  after  Polado 
was  applied.  The  resulting  yields  were 
as  follows: 

Tons 
Treatment    Sugar/acre    cane/acre        Sugar/ton 


Polado 
treated 
Untreated 


2630 
2615 


12.5 
14.0 


209 

188 


It  is  obvious  from  the  results  of  this  one 
experiment  that  under  the  good  growth 
conditions  of  1988,  there  were  no  dif- 
ferences between  the  treated  and  un- 
treated fields  in  sugar  per  acre.  The  33 
days  of  growth  in  the  untreated  material 
in  that  year  were  adequate  enough  to 
off-set  the  increased  sugar  per  ton  in  the 
treated  material.  There  were  only  1.6 
inches  of  growth  recorded  in  the  Polado 
treated  material  that  year  while  the 
check  or  untreated  cane  grew  10.5 
inches.  Since  the  cane  height  was  ade- 
quate to  reach  the  harvester  carrier  at 
the  time  of  application  there  were  no 
scrap  problems  encountered.  However, 
it  was  obvious  that  if  the  cane  had  been 
a  few  inches  shorter,  there  would  not 
have  been  sufficient  growth  following 
the  application  of  Polado  for  the  cane  to 
reach  the  center  carrier. 

Based  on  only  that  one  experiment 
in    1988,    growers    should    pay    extra 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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attention  to  the  height  of  the  cane  in 
relation  to  carriage  system  since  this 
will  have  a  bearing  on  whether  or  not 
to  apply  a  growth  regulator.  The  fact 
that,  for  some  factories,  harvesting  will 
not  start  until  late  may  also  have  a  bear- 
ing on  whether  Polado  is  even  needed. 
There  is  some  talk  by  some  growers  that 
the  use  of  Paraquat  may  provide  some 
help  in  grassy  fields.  Paraquat  applica- 
tions six  days  prior  to  harvest  will  not 
increase  the  sugar  per  ton  of  the  cane 
itself;  however,  using  paraquat  may  dry 
up  the  grass  enough  to  help  it  burn 
better  which  might  reduce  the  fiber  con- 
tent at  the  core  sampler  and  raise  the 
CRS  readings.  Grassy  fields  will  certain- 
ly reduce  CRS  when  the  core  sampler 
gets  the  grass  since  the  grass  will  absorb 
juice  in  the  press  and  increase  fiber  con- 
tent of  the  sample.  Growers  may  want 
to  consider  Polado  or  a  harvest  aid  like 


For  efficiency  &  Accuracy  in 
Precision  grading  Consider 
the  purchase  of  a 

Lazerplane 

by 

Spectra-Physics 

•  Shorten  your  completion  time 

•  reduce  manhours  per  project 

•  easy  to  operate 

•  Eliminates  costly  overcutting 

contact 

ALLEE,  ALLEE  &  ALLEN,  Agent 

P.O.  BOX  108 

ST.  JAMES,  LA.  70086 

504/265-3965 


Pai 

int  Presently,    Paraquat    is 
of;   labeled    in    Louisiana    as 
harvest    aid* 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

BUDGET  AGREEMENT  MAY 
FORCE  CUTS  IN  AGRICULTURE 

Although  a  major  hurdle  has  been 
cleared  by  passage  of  the  1990  Farm  Bill 
in  the  House  and  Senate,  farm  programs 
are  still  threatened  by  budget  concerns. 
Congressional  and  White  House 
negotiations  are  continuing  to  try  and 
reach  a  budget  agreement  to  reduce  the 
deficit.  As  reported  above,  the  Senate 
farm  bill  is  estimated  to  cost  $53  billion 
over  five  years  and  the  House  bill  $55 
billion.  These  costs  almost  certainly  will 
have  to  be  reduced  when  the  budget 
summit  finishes  its  work,  and  it  is 
generally  acknowledged  that  most  of  the 
reductions  will  occur  in  farm  support 
programs.  Estimates  of  anticipated  cuts 
have  ranged  anywhere  from  $3  billion 
to  $20  billion.  These  cuts  most  likely 
will  have  to  be  made  after  the  House 
and  Senate  conference  committee  has 
hammered  out  a  final  version. 


NC- 


WE  BUY  JOURNALS  about 
sugar  cane  research  and  all 
fields  of  agriculture  and  other 
sciences.  Please  call  (800) 
521-0061  or  (713)  556-0061, 
or  send  lists  of  available  back 
volumes  to  RPBS,  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  720728,  Houston,  Texas 
77272. 
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(Continued  from  page  10) 


fructose  corn  syrup  and  crystalline  fruc- 
tose. The  basic  steps  in  the  process  of 
conversion  of  starch  to  fructose  are  (i) 
hydrolysis  of  the  starch  to  glucose  by  a 
combination  of  acid  and  enzyme  treat- 
ments, (ii)  enzymatic  transformation  of 
glucose  to  fructose  (this  process  gives  a 
mixture  of  glucose  and  fructose),  (iii) 
separation  of  the  fructose  from  the 
glucose  and  recycling  of  the  glucose  to 
step  (ii)  and  (iv)  concentration  to  give  the 
syrup.  The  purified  fructose  solution 
may  be  concentrated,  seeded  and  cooled 
to  produce  crystalline  fructose  which  is 
separated  by  centrifugation,  washed  and 
dried.  There  has  been  much  study  of  the 
enhanced  sweetening  effect  of  fructose 
in  combination  with  both  caloric 
(sucrose)  and  non-caloric  (aspartame) 
sweeteners  and  this  will  be  one  of  its 
major  uses. 

The  most  interesting  non-food  use  of 
starch  to  be  developed  recently  is  in  the 
production  of  biodegradable  plastics. 
These  have  been  produced  by  incorpora- 
tion of  starch  granules  into  the  polymer 
melt  for  the  production  of  plastic  bags, 
etc.,  or  by  using  the  starch  as  part  of  the 
reaction  system  in  the  polymerization 
process.  There  has  been  much  debate 
over  the  former  and  one  study  concluded 
that  such  degradable  plastics  have  pro- 
motional and  marketing  value  but  were 
of  little  long  term  significance. 
Biodegradability  is  an  extremely  com- 
plex subject  which  is  only  just  beginning 
to  be  understood.  Plastics  in  which  the 
starch  is  an  essential  part  of  the  polymer 
are  being  developed  but  it  will  require 
considerable  time  before  they  are  of  com- 
mercial importance.  Bio-plastics,  pro- 
duced by  fermentation  are  likely  to  be 
commercialized  fairly  soon. 

Sucrose  may  be  used  in  the  same 
way  as  part  of  a  polymer  structure  and 


the  Sugar  Association  is  actively 
supporting  research  work  in  this  field. 
For  a  number  of  reasons,  including  its 
non-reducing  character,  sucrose  has  the 
advantage  over  glucose  as  the  raw 
material  for  chemical  processes.  For 
microbiological  processes,  the  advantage 
is  with  glucose,  in  part  due  to  its  lower 
cost.  There  are,  however,  specific  cases 
where  sucrose  would  be  used  as  a 
fermentation  feedstock  to  produce  a 
higher  value  product.  A  major  corn  mill- 
ing company  is  investing  heavily  in  the 
fermentation  area  with  plans  to  produce 
amino  acids,  enzymes,  antibiotics  and 
speciality  biochemicals. 

There  are  a  number  of  sucrose  de- 
rived chemicals  that  have  desirable  pro- 
perties but  have  not  been  exploited  com- 
mercially. Such  products  may  be  pro- 
duced on  a  large  scale  by  fairly  simple 
procedures,  for  example  detergents,  or 
by  elaborate  procedures  to  yield  low 
volume,  high  value  products  such  as 
pharmaceuticals.  Only  the  former  could 
have  any  impact  on  the  sucrose  market. 
The  lesson  to  be  learned  from  the  corn 
processors  is  that  the  sucrose  industry 
must  remain  active  in  these  research 
fields  if  they  are  to  develop  commer- 
cially viable  products. 


Liquid  Fertilizers 
For  Sugar  Cane 


OUACHITA 


FERTILIZER 


NEW  IBERIA,  LA.        (318)  367-8233 
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Fourth  Annual  Sugar  and  Spice  Festival 


Cook- Off  &  Tasters  Festival 


October  7, 1990 

11:00  A.M. 

to 
2:00  P.M. 


Thibodaux 

Civic 

Center 


Sponsored  by  the  Thibodaux  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  a  continuing  ef- 
fort to  promote  public  awareness  of  the  importance  of  the  Louisiana  Sugar 
Industry. 

As  a  salute  to  the  industry,  the  Chamber  will  donate  a  portion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds to  sponsor  a  scholarship  for  an  Agriculture  student  at  Nicholls  State 
University. 

This  year  the  cook-off  will  include  an  adult  division  covering  eight 
categories.  Recipes  must  include  1  tablespoon  of  a  sugarcane  product.  A  new 
Jr.  division,  sponsored  by  Glenwood  Cooperative  is  open  to  anyone  16  years 
and  younger.  Recipes  must  use  at  least  1  cup  of  Cajun  Crystals  Natural  Cane 
Sugar.  The  Jr.  divison  winners  will  receive  $50,  $25,  and  $10  prizes. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  will  sponsor  two  events,  a  Poster  Con- 
test open  to  1st  thru  7th  grades,  and  a  Science  Project  Contest  open  to  7th 
thru  10th  grades.  The  theme  of  ''Louisiana's  Natural  Sugar"  will  see  win- 
ners receiving  prizes  of  $25,  $10  and  $5  in  each  contest. 

A  visit  to  the  Plantation  Room  will  prove  an  adventure  to  children  of  all 
ages.  Using  the  theme  of  "Early  Plantation  Life",  children  can  visit  a 
blacksmith  shop,  post  office,  olde  plantation  store  and  the  likes  for  sweet 
treats.  All  in  an  atmosphere  of  fun,  children  and  their  families  will  enjoy 
clowns,  a  childrens  stage,  face  painting,  and  many  more  activities,  while 
learning  historical  facts,  nutritional  values,  the  naturalness  of  sugar  and  how 
it  fits  into  good  health  habits.  The  cost  is  25$  per  child  with  adult  supervision. 

The  sugarcane  variety  contest  is  open  to  all  sugarcane  producers.  Entries 
must  be  brought  to  the  Civic  Center  at  9:00  A.M.,  on  October  7th.  Contact 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  (504)  448-3707  for  rules  and  details.  Prizes  will  be 
awarded  to  Grand  Champion  —  $100;  and  Reserve  Grand  Champion  —  $50. 

There  will  be  other  exhibits  and  information  booths  set  up  in  the  Main 
Arena  with  the  Tasters  Festival.  For  more  information  call  (504)  446-1187. 

Come  spend  an  interestiung  and  fun  filled  afternoon  at  the  festival. 
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